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A merican scien- 
tists announced 
today a discovery 
that could trigger 
a revolution in 
medical treat: 
ment they have a found a 
way to grow any kind of 
human tissue -in the 
laboratory. 

The breakthrough, the most 
dramatic since the cloning of 
Dolly the sheep, comes with 
the cultivation of human em- 
bryonic stem cells, cells 
which contain within them 
the potential to become any* 
thing at all — blood, muscle, 
skin, even organ tissue — in 
the growing human body. 

Two teams of - US 
researchers have been aide to 
“ immortalise" these stem 
cells in mice. But today, they 
report in the US journal 
Science, they have reached 
one of science’s holy grafts. 
They have found a way to 
grow the cells of. human 
organs in the test tube. 

They identified stem cells 
•— the master cells that make 
all the other — - «nH 

found ways to make them sur- 
vive indefinitely in a tafcqw* 
tary freezer. They then nuh- 
*g& to cultivate foam. 
s .Qn* .grow produced five 
sea of cell "toes” In the lab- 
oratory and watched them (Qf- 
ferentiate into file three pri- 
mary tissue types of the 
human body, and then differ- 
entiate again into the caSa 
that make up human cartt- 
lege, bone, muscle, nerves 
and guts — which could then 
beured in medical tr eatment. 

•■The potential or these 
unique, versatile cells for 
human biologic studies and 
medicine is enormous,” said 
John Gflarbart of Johns Hop- 
kins Medical Institutions, in 
Baltimore, Maryland, who 
wQl publish a separate but 
similar discovery in the Pro- 
ceedings of the National 
Academy of Sciences. 

James Thomson, of the Uni- 
versity of Wisconsin MadI-. 
son, whO-lol a separate team, 
said: "d believe in the long 
run' they . will revolutionise 
many aspects of transplanta- 
tion medicine.” 

British researchers pnrsu- 1 
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fog the nme research were 
also Jubilant last night "The 
hype is justified,” said Dr 
Robin £.00011 Badges of the 
Medical Research Council fo 
London. 

This offors the possibility 
at really transforming medi- 
ctoe in the next century,” 
n3d Dr Austin Smith of the 
cehtre for genome research at 
the Univ er s i ty of Edinburgh. 

PbradoadcaQy, the research 
raises enormous potential 
problems tor the- Americans. 
The., tisguft in- fte ^university ; 

Mto BH MBte s b fatlnm from 
in vitro fertilised embryos less, 
than OMPweek old, no laager 


but it can be triggered Into 
making liver cells or blood 
cells or any other specialised 


infertile women. The tissue 
cannot “ g ro w ” into a baby — 


But although research on 
human embryos is permitted 
fo Britain — if researchers 
can persuade the Human Fer- 
tilisation and Embrylogy 
Authority that it is justified 
— there are no federal funds 
for any such research in the 
US, because of the. public 
alarm over the- possIMb cion? 
fog of humans, first raised 
last year by the cloning of 
Dolly the sheep in Edinburgh. 

So the US studies were en- 
tirely financed by the Geran 
Corporation of California. 
The commercial biotechnol- 
ogy company is the winner fo 


a 17-year international race to 
find a way to make human 
spare parts. 

The discovery has profound 
implications for - transplant 
medicine, drug discovery and 
basic developmental biology. 
The researchers say that the 
new tissue cultures could lead 
to new ways of treating diabe- 
tes, heart disease, some forms 
of cancer, possibly within a 
decade. 

- These could be used to 
screen thousands of chemi- 
cals for effective medicines. 
But the hope is that such cells 
could be used to repair spine 
and twain disease. 

“One could make brain 
cells from these stem cells 
and transplant them into a 


site where brain cells are 
dying fo people with Hunting- 
ton's or Parkinson’s diseases 
or even people who have had 
a stroke,” said Dr Smith. 

In theory, because the em- 
bryonic cells would not be 
fully formed, they could 
“take” in the new host Dr 
Smith already has funding 
from the UK Medical 
Research Council to examine 
the technique in animals. 

T think we will be doing it 
with Huntington’s in 10 
years,” he said. And James 
Thomson said: “It’s no longer 
in thp realm of science fic- 
tion. T really believe that 
within my lifetime we will see 
diseases treated by these 
therapies.” 


/A jU/iti 


wm 



Doubts cast on Downing Street Davies story 


Wcbml White and 
IfflWowhwri 

D owning street was 
“economical with the 
troth” over important 
details about the circum- 
stances of Ron Davies's dra- 
matic resignation as Welsh 
Secretary*- it emerged last 
night. A crucial distinction 
aurfec&d between the details 
that Downing Street was pre- 
pared fo make public and 
what it actually knew. oT the 
sALlr. 


The distinction was glossed 
over in terms of what Tony 
Blair’s mess secretary then' 
called “fee salient fects” and 
what he now admits were 
“rumours" and “speculation" 
about a sexual encounter that 
had filtered through the 
Whitehall network in the 
hours, after Mr Davies was 
robbed at knifepoint.. 

The issue dominated the 
twice-daily lobby, briefings 
yesterday after It emerged 
that discussions had been go- 
ing mi at the highest levels on 
Tuesday morning and that far 


freon being taken aback, Mr 
Blair had been briefed on 
some details of the extraordi- 
nary events which led to Mr 
Davies’s res ig na tion . 

In fact, John Stevens, dep- 
uty commissioner of the Met- 
ropolitan police, spoke to 
Home Secretary Jack Straw 
and Downing Street chief of 
staff Jonathan Powell about 
the Davies robbery In the 
hour before Mr Davies met . 
Mr Blairaf Downing Street. 

The only background to the i 
incident disclosed by the: 
Home Office was “that there , 


had been a crime against Ron 
and it occurred after Ron had 
been out on Clapham Com- 
mon and had met a black 
male,” Mr Blair’s spokesman 
said. It has now been sug- 
gested that Mr Davies admit- 
ted he had changed his story 
several times and lied. It has 
also been claimed that Mr 
Davies admitted to police he 
was “cruising for homosexual 
sex”. The Home Office and 
Number 10 deny they wore 
told this. All Downing Street 
would say last night was that ; 
Mr Blair knew there were 


“discrepancies” in what Mr 
Davies had told police. 

It was revealed that tar 
from volunteering a meeting 
with the Prime Minister, Mr 
Davies had been summoned 
to explain tiimwif. 

The most widely quoted 
phrase reported from the 
Downing Street spokesman's 
lips In the ensuring 36 hours : 
was the remark that “There , 
is no evidence at all of any ; 
gay link or drug link. There 
are no salient foots in our pos- 
session that are not fo yours.” 

Downing Street is adamant 


It stffl does not know what 
really happened when Mr 
Davies committed a “serious 
lapse of judgment” on Clap- 
ham Common. 

Mr Blair’s spokesman said: 
“Last week I was briefing you 
on a very difficult and very 
painful departing member of 
the Cabinet I freely acknowl- 
edged at the time there were 
parts of this story I found as 
haffUng as you." 

What dfcf Davies tail pofioe, 
page 3j Leader comment, 
page 13 


turn for inflation over toe 
next two years.” 

Although, government fig- 
ures indicate that the econo- 
my grew by OB per cent in the 
third quarter of this year, toe 
Bank believes that toe pros- 
pects for toe economy have 
deteriorated sharply since the 
summer. 

Official data yesterday 
showed factory output falling 
for toe second month, while 
toe Confederation of British 
Industry said retailers suf- 
fered their worst month in 
three years in October. 

The CBrs director-general, 
Adair Turner, said: “The 
monetary policy committee 
have made toe right decision. 
It was what we asked for and 
what I expected. Unlike a lot 
of people who thought that 
toe Bank wasn't alive to 
downward as well as upward 
risks, I thought they were.” 

He predicted that rates 
would continue to fall and 
could be below 6 per cent 
within 12 months. 

TUC general secretary, 
John Monks, also stressed 
that more cuts would be nec- 
essary if toe economy was not 
to slump back into recession 
with massive job losses. 

“This move is welcome and 
shows that the Ba n k has 
woken up to the plight of Brit- 
ish exporters." he said. “Simi- 
lar cuts are still likely to be 
necessary in the months 
ahead if we are to head off the 
dangers of recession.” 

City analysts believe the 
cut might be too little too late. 
David Walton, UK economist 
at Goldman Sachs, said even 
further cuts might not be 
enough to keep growth over 1 
per cent in 1999, the mini- 
mum expected by Mr Brown. 

Britain’s biggest mortgage 
lender, the Halifax, cut its 
mortgage rate by 0.5 per cent 
to 8.2 per cent — a move 
which was followed by simi- 
lar reductions from most of 
the other big banks and build- 
ing societies. 
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Simon Hoggart 

■ ■' "HERE'S something grati- 

I tying, and even moving, 

I when the Commons de- 
bates a topic which it can do 
something about 

Kosovo, Iraq, the state of the 
British economy — these are 
intractable problems beyond 
the control oCMPs. Inev itabiy, 
debates on such subjects tend 
to he empty, long-winded and 
posturing. 

But child abuse is some- 
thing they can, perhaps, affect 
Yesterday Frank Dobson 
made a statement about last 
year's Utting Report on chil- 
dren in care. 

Mr Dobson is the Health 
Secretary. At the time Utting 
reported, he was regarded as 
something of a joke figure 
among Cabinet ministers. No 
speech at last year's Tory con- 
ference was complete without 
a few Frank Dobson gags, 
mostly recycled Irish jokes. 
These were greatly appreci- 
ated by the representatives, 
who generally lack a sense of 
humour, but know howto 
laugh when they are told. 

In fact Mr Dobson has 
proved to be one of the most 
efficient tactical operators In 
thin Gove rnment . Unlike al- 
most all other ministers, he 
has managed to extract extra 
• money — lots of extra money 
. . — from theTreasury. 

His reduction in hospital 
•w aHi n jg lists is one of the few 
successes the Government 
t Jiwj tW Ba pble to report (Of . 
r«epaaserifs mostly fraudulent* 
- jh&at people with short, 
'simple operations are whizzed 
to the top of the list, but that's 
politics for you.) 

Best of all, he has a decent, 
honest and straightforward 
way of speaking to the House. 
It's not rhetorical, it's not full 
of cheap oratory, and it makes 
few party political points. 
People laugh with him, but 
these days very few laugh at 
him. 

The Tories have found it al- 
most impossible to put a glove 
on him, which Is why Ann 


Widdecombe, the shadow 
health secretary, tends to find 
her own triumphs outside the 
Commons. 

Yesterday Mr Dobson said 
starkly that many children 
who had been taken into care 
for their protection and to 
receive help had received nei- 
ther. Instead they had been 
abused and molested. 

“This wasn’t just a failure 
by the staff directly con- 
cerned. It was a failure by 
social services managers, by 
councils, councillors, the 
police, the court system, 
schools, voluntary organisa- 
tions, neighbours, the news 
media, government depart- 
ments, ministers and 
Parliament. ‘ ‘ 

Such a long list could have 
seemed merely banal, an eva- 
sive proclamation that we are 
all guilty. But read out in Mr 
Dobson's flat, emphatic 
Northern accent, it had the op- 
posite effect It became a terri- 
ble, thundering roll call of 
neglect ignorance and 
complacency. 

The whole system had failed, 
he said, and the whole system 
had to be put right 'Tasked 
everybody to . . . ask, “would 
this have been #50d enough for 
me when I was a child?’, or 
“would this be good enough for 
my own children?’ ** 

He described vividly the ex- 
perience of being a child 
brought up outside a family . 
“No home to live in or return 
to. No shoiilder to cry on. No 
morale-boosting chat before 
an interview, nor anyone 
to console us if it went badly. 
No one to give us a lift or make 
us a meal. . .the list is 
endless.’’ 

C And no one to drag us to 
the cops if we’re caught selling 
a spliff," as one of my more 
cynical colleagues remarked.) 

There were afew New 
Labour, hew cliches: a three- 
year programme toe-curiingly 
caPect ' frailty Protects’ '.and 
a reference to ‘‘joined-up Gov- 
ernment”, that sneery, conde- 
scending phrase that has the 
dabs of the Downing Street 
neologicians all over it But 
that doesn’t matter. 

Ms Widdecombe left it up to 
her understrapper Phil Ham- 
mond (C Runnymede) to 
reply. Mr Hammond looks like 
the chap in a BBC period 
drama who is engaged to the 
heroine before she foils for the 
interesting bloke. He tried to 
turn the statement into a 
party political occasion, and 
ended up looking very silly. 


T HE dramatic turn- 
around in President 
Bill Clinton's politi- 
cal fortunes became 
apparent yesterday 
when the Republican chair- 
man of the House of Repre- 
sentatives judiciary commit- 
tee drastically curtailed his 
impeachment Inquiry, and 
Mr Clinton's lawyers spumed 
a reduced settlement offer 
from Paula Jones. 

Less than 48 hours after a 
five-seat swing to the Demo- 
crats in congressional elec- 
tions overshadowed partisan 
argument about Mr Clinton, 
the judiciary committee's 
rhairman, Henry Hyde, an- 
nounced a fost-track impeach- 
ment Inquiry timetable in 
which the independent prose- 
cutor, Kenneth Starr, would 
be the only significant 
witness. 

Speaking at a hastily ar- 
ranged press conference in 
his Chicago constituency, Mr 
Hyde said he wanted "to end 
this matter as soon as poss- 
ible'' and Intended to keep his 
“new year resolution'' to con- 
clude the inquiry before the 

start of 1999. 

Mr Starr “is anxious to tes- 
tify" and will give evidence to 
the committee in two weeks' 
time, on November 19, Mr 
Hyde announced. An un- 
named legal expert would 
also give evidence on the law 
concerning testimony given 
imrior oath, similar to that 
given by Mr Clinton in the 
Jones case and to Mr Starr's 
grand jury on the Monica 
Lewinsky scandal 

The ann n unrBTiwn t m BBHS 

neither Mr Clinton nor Ms 
Lewinsky, the former White 
House intern with whom the 
president has arh uM tad an 
“inappropriate relationship", 
will be called. 

Before the elections, there 
-was* widespread speculation 
that . Republicans would also 
try to call Mr Clinto n’s secre- 
tary, Betty Currie, his adviser 


The Paula Jones (left) suit is collapsing, as Henry Hyde (right) and the Republicans backtrack on impeachment photographs: craiq fua'Chahles bennett 


Bruce Lindsey and his friend 
Vernon Jordan, with Demo- 
crats summoning Ms 
Lewinsky's former friend 
Linda Tripp and the right- 
wing conspirator Lucianne 
Goldberg. But yesterday’s an- 
nouncement ruled this out 
Mr Hyde claimed the elec- 
tions, in which the Republl- ! 
cans had banked on incneas- 1 
ing tiie momentum against 
Mr Clint on, had .bad “no sig- 
nificant Impact” mi his deci- 
sions. But Washington ob- . 
servers on all sides believe 
Mr Hyde and the Republican i 


leadership are now bent on as 
rapid and dignified a retreat 
on impeachment as possible. 

The judiciary committee 
may formally adopt two 
articles of impeachment 
against Mr Clinton, by early 
next month, after the short 
hearings announced yester- 
day. The articles would be 
confirmed before Christmas 
by the outgoing House of Rep- 
resentatives — the House 
elected on Tuesday does not 
take office until January. Sen- 
ate leaden would then negoti- 
ate an immediate end to the 


process, possibly with a for- 
mal congressional censure 
motion against Mr Clinton. 

“If the bill of impeachment 
were to pass, then 1 think 
serious discussions of the na- 
ture you're suggesting might 
take place with the Senate,'' 
Mr Hyde said yesterday. 
“But I think If s, right now, 
premature.” 

Mr Hyde said the commit- 
tee would ask the president 
whether he would “admit or 
deny” a series of facts about 
his sexual relationship with 
Ms Lewinsky. If Mr Clinton 


agrees, Mr Hyde said, "he will 
allow us to narrow the issues 
and bring this matter to a 
close more quickly." 

The new confidence in the 
White House is such that few 
observers expect Mr Clinton’s 
lawyers to agree. There is 
speculation Mr Clinton and 
his wife Hillary may refuse 
even the censure compromise. 

Mr Clinton repeated his 
public plea to tbe newly 
elected Congress to refocus on 
policy issues such as health 
and pensions. “The American 
people sent us a message that 


would break the eardrums of 
anybody who was listening." 
he said at the White House 
after a meeting with Demo- 
cratic congressional leaders. 

Mr Clinton's lawyers yes- 
terday rejected a S950.000 
(£565.000) offer from lawyers 
for Paula Jones to settle her 
sexual harassment suit. The 
president’s lawyer. Robert 
Bennett, was said to be In 
favour oT acceptance, but it is 
clear the White House no 
longer feels under pressure. 
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Judges confirm Hindley’s ‘whole life’ sentence 


Review 


Brisk, but only 
the Half Monty 


Derek Malcolm 

unis voice 

Odeon, Leicester Square 


A FTER the near -disaster 
/ \ of last year's Keep The 
/ ^Aspidistra Flying, Little 
Voice, the London Film Festi- 
val's opening attraction last 
night, looks like a master- 
piece. In fact, Mark Herman’s 
first film since the highly suc- 
cessful Brassed Off Ls scarcely 
that 

It is a highly coloured, pa- 
rod ic and commendably brisk 
screen adaptation of Jim 
Cartwright’s play, which 
gives Jane Horrocks a chance 
to reprise her role as the intro- 
verted young girl hooked out 
of a down-at-heel seaside home 
by a veteran showbiz con man 
to become a singer. 

From the onset the film 
plunges into the story, encour- 
aging its starry all-British 
cast very near to caricature 
right up untQ its mock-cathar- 
tic but feel-good ending. 

Apart from the admirable 
Horrocks, who paints the in- 
trospective young warbler in 
terms not ter from the charac- 





Jane Horrocks, 'admirable* 
as introspective singer 


ters she tends to play In Mike 
Leigh films, there is Brenda 
Blethyn as her blowzy mother, 
Michael Caine as the second- 
rate promoter and Ewan 
McGregor as the shy young pi- 
geon tender who tells for the 
girl. There Ls also Jim Broad- 
bent as the sweaty dub MC 
who is Caine’s side-kick. 

This ls quite a cast but their 
considerable comic skills 
would have been better de- 
ployed on a less strident level 
since the vital thing the film 
lacks is a balance between 
force and the serious points 
Cartwright is trying to make 
about greed, exploitation and 
tekeiy. 

Only once does Little Voice 
change Into a more reflective 
gear, when the con man sits 
on the girl’s bed and tells her a 
children’s fantasy in an at- 
tempt to persuade her to es- 
cape her mundane existence. 
Here Caine, calling on his con- 
siderable experience. Justifies 
his presence beyond, any 
doubt It is the film’s one in- 
delible moment 

At other times, however. 
Little Voice seems so overtly 
anxious to please that it takes 
on the same faults it is trying 
to underline. It is as greedy for 
success as the con man himself 
and you feel that if It stopped 
trying to grab you by the 
throat so often, its grip might 
be considerably tighter. It does 
a HalfMonty on us. forgetting 
The Full Monty’s essential hu- 
manity and charm. 

The compensations are the 

pleasures of the smartly direc- 
ted, fired-up performances, 
though Blethyn's is surely a 
yard or so over the top. She is 
the mother from bell, quite 
capable of sacrificing her 
daughter’s sanity for the at- 
tentions of the sleazy pro- 
moter but she is finally crest- 
fallen when he cruelly 
dispenses with her favours. 
But here, as elsewhere, the 
film could never be accused of 
pedestrian acting. 


Alan Travis 
Horn* Affairs Editor 

■■KHREE of Britain's most 

■ senior judges yesterday 

■ rejected Myra Hindley's 
appeal against her “whole 
life" sentence and confirmed 
that she must spend the rest 
of her days behind bars. 

But two of the three judges 
voiced concerns about the 
way the Home Secretary has 
used his powers to leave 
Hindley and 23 other “life 
must mean life" prisoners 
without hope of release. 

Lord Woolf, the Master of 
the Rolls, indicated in his 
judgment on Hindley's appeal 
that he would have preferred 
a system under which tbe 
Home Secretary did not fix 
any term but instead 
reviewed tbe possibility of 
release every five years. 

Hindley, who is now 56 and 
has spent 32 years in prison 
for the moors murders, was 
told straight away that she 
must spend the rest of her 
days behind bars by the gov- ! 
eraor at Highpoint Prison, j 
Suffolk, where she ls held. It | 


is believed that prison staff 
were on standby to help her 
cope with the news. 

The Court of Appeal’s rul- 
ing said that as a woman in 
her fifties she could well face 
another 30 years in prison 
and confirmed that the Home 
Office Is considering facilities 
for geriatric inmates. Her 
lawyers were given leave to 
take her case to the Lords. 

Lord Longford, a long-time 
champion of her cause, said 
he was disappointed by the 
ruling but was convinced that 
one day she would be freed. 

“The Lord Chief Justice has 
said that life should never 
mean life, that the prisoner 
should never be told that they 
will have to die in prison. 
Any decent Christian who 
knows anything about it 
knows that no woman or man 
should be kept to prison for 30 
years. No-one thinks Myra is 
dangerous. I hope she wDl be 
released In your lifetime. Fm 
92, so it probably won’t be 
mine," said Lord Longford. 

But Anne West the mother 
of the murdered child Lesley 
Ann Downey, said: "This is 
one day I have been waiting 


for. I’ve been worried for the 
last three weeks and it's such 
a relief.” .. 

Lord Woolf, sitting with 
Lord. Justice Hutchinson and 
Lord Justice Judge, ruled it 
was lawful for the Home Sec- 
retary to use his judgment in 
setting "life must mean life” 
sentences but upheld a previ- 
ous court ruling th at there 
also had to be the possibility 
of release on licence In excep- ; 


tional circumstances. 

Lord Justice Judge said the 
first full confession by Hind- 
ley in 1987 had revealed "a 
much greater level of involve- 
ment" with her co-defendant 
Ian Brady than she had previ- 
ously admitted. In 1990, the 
then Home Secretary, David 
Waddington, increased her 30 
year sentence to “whole life’'. 
Hindley was not told of the de- 
cision until 1994. It has since 


been confirmed by Michael 
Howard and Jack Straw. 

"Given the appalling cir- 
cumstances or these offences 
and her role In them, the nat- 
ural life sentence was now 
justified," said Lord Justice 
Judge. 

A statement on behalf of 
Hindley by her solicitors, 
Taylor NLchol, highlighted 
the reservations of the two 
judges. 


"Lord Woolf went as far as 
to say that he interpreted the 
Horae Secretary’s decision to 
impose a whole life tariff as 
not meaning that at all but 
rather as having no fixed tar- 
iff, with Ms Hindley able to 
have regular reviews.” 

Her lawyers were disap- 
pointed that the appeal court 
accepted the 1987 confessions 
as sufficient reason to in- 
crease her sentence. 
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What The Papers 
(almost) Say 


Janine Gibson 

Mmfla Correspondent 


T HE highly respected 
newspaper review 
series. What The Papers 
Say. yesterday emerged as the 
latest victim of the BBC's in- 
creasingly embarrassing 
Mandeb&n memo. 

The programme's team have 
battled with BBC management 
all week in what insiders call 
a “ludicrous” dispute over 
tomorrow's editi o n, in which 
they intended to discuss the 
issues of press ethics arising 
from the “outing” of the Trade 
and Industry Secretary on 
Newsnight last Tuesday. 

The 10-mlnute show has 
changed its script time and 
again. At least two versions 
have been recorded to try to 
get round the BBC’s blanket 
ban on any reference to Mr 
Mandelson’s private life. 

Throughout the week, BBC 
producers, presenters and 
journalists have protested 
about the memo. Issued after 
the journalist and former 
Tory MP Matthew Farris 


“cm ted” Mr Maudelson on 
Newsnight 

Makers of the review pro- 
gramme, which has run for 42 
years, are believed to have 
been told they cannot maiw 
reference to the Newsnight 
incident, although it was 
widely reported in the press. 

One insider said: "It is ludi- 
crous that a programme of 
such renown as What The 
Papers Say is hampered in its 
discussion of press ethics in 
this case. It’s called What The 
Papers Say. not What The 
Papers Should Say.” 

The guest presenter of this 
week's edition. Observer po- 
litical commentator Andrew 
RawnsLey, said: "The blanket 
nature of the ban clearly cre- 
ates difficulties in diRriiafitog 
the ban itself and the news- 
papers' reaction to it alL" 

He added: “I do remark in 
the script that a lot of the 
press used the Matthew Par- 
ris incident as an excuse to 
write about Peter Mandel- 
son's private life. The irony is 
; that the BBC’s ban gave the 
press a further excuse to 
write about it" 
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There were reports yesterday that daring his interview by police Ron. Davies (above) was so emotional they considered calling a doctor 
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What did Ron Davies tell the police, and 
lust what did the police tell Tony Blair? 


WIV Woodward 


R ON Davies has de- 
scribed the events 
which led up to his 
robbery as “a mo- 
ment of madness”. Alastair 
Campbell, the Prime Minis- 
ter’s press secretary, says the 
details of what happened to 
Mr Davies last Monday night 
in Brixton and on CLapham 
Common are "baffling”. 

But the weirdness dbl not 
end when Mr Davies walked 
through the door eff Brixton 
police station. 

Ten days on, the Davies af- 
fair Is still unresolved and un- 
clear, hot least because the 
police are unhappy about the 
story the former Welsh Secre- 
tary told them. - . 

Mr Davies arrived at Brix- 
ton police station at iQJSpm 
pn -Monday, about an hour 
after be said he was robbed at 
knifepoint. 

Mr Davies has -.admitted 
being In an emotional state. 

There wore reports yester- 
day that daring his Interview 
by. police Mr Davies had been 
so emotional they considered 
calling adoctor. fi was said he 
was "crying hysterically* and 
"curled up in his chair* 1 , it 
was alleged that he admitted 
to have been cruising on Clap- 
ham Common, but that allega- 
tion is not Relieved by other 
sources. 

Mr Davies left Brixton 
police station at about 2am 
and returned to bis borne In 
Battersea, 

But it was hot just Mr Da- 
vies’s behaviour that made 
alarm bells ring in the heads 
of the.cfficer on duty at Brix- 
ton police station. Here was a 
cabinet minister in trouble, 
claiming he had been robbed 
at knifepoint. There were sev- 
eral versions of the night's 
events and he clearly was not 
telling the foil story. 

Superintendent Simon Foy. 
the senior officer at Brixton. 


was contacted. Very quickly 
so too was the deputy Metro- 
politan police commissioner, 
John. Stevens. The commis- 
sioner, Sir Paul Condon, was 
on holiday. 

Home Office sources say 
any police incidents involv- 
ing a cabinet minister are 
reported to the Home Secre- 
tary as a matter of course. 

JackStraw was in meetings 
*ariy on Tuesday morning. 
But "shortly after” 10am, Mr 
Stevens telephoned him and 
told him what bad happened 
at Brixton police station just 
a few hours earlier. 

Mr Straw immediately tele- 
phoned Jonathan Powell, the 
Prime Minister’s chief of 
staff. - 

At 10.15am Mr Stevens 
came to the Home Office for a 
routine meeting with minls- 


was said to be a pimp or pros- 
titute, the Guardian has es- 
tablished. 

Downing Street said yester- 
day it was aware of ‘‘rumour" 
surrounding the robbery. It 
was also aware of alleged 
"discrepancies” in Mr Da- 
vies’s evidence to police. The 
only background disclosed by 
the Home Office was "that 
there had been a crime 
against Ron and it occurred 
after Ron had been out an 
raa pham Common and had 
met a black male”. 

A senior government 
source believed MI5 were 
asked if they had any relevant 
Information on Mr Davies's 
background. 

"Everyone knows what 

dflpluwn Common manna an d 

of course we would immedi- 
ately want to And oat If there 


There were several versions 
of events and clearly Davies 
was not telling the full story 


ter of state Alun Michael, who 
in a few hours time would be 
Mr Davies’s replacement as 
Welsh Secretary. 

He "stock his head round 
the Home. Secretary’s door” 
mad they had a short further 
discussion. Around this time 
Home Office permanent sec- 
retary David Omand was put ; 
in the picture. 

At 1050am Mr Powell rang 
back to speak to Mr Straw 
and the Home Secretary 1 
passed the telephone on to Mr , 
Stevens. 

‘ Tony Blair’s spokesman 
said yesterday that the first 
Downing Street knew of the 
Incident was this brief ex- 
change of calls. 

But some time before liam. 
Downing Street was aware 
that Mr Davies was linked 
with a rastafarian and that he 


Is anything at all about him 
that indicates that," 

But MI5’s involvement is 
denied by other official gov- 
ernment sources. 

Officials flrom Downing 
Street then contacted the 
Welsh Office to try to speak to 
Mr Davies. But they were told 
he was not in his office. 

It is not dear when Mr 
Davies arrived at the Welsh 
Office on Tuesday. Some 
people say 9am. some 7am. 
But when Downing Street 
tried to contact him at about 
10am, he was unavailable. 

Downing Street sources and 
members of Mr Davies's camp 
have given the dear impres- 
sion to several newspapers 
that he contacted Number 10 
at about 9am. 

Yesterday, this suggestion 
was shown to be felse. Not 


only did Mr Davies not con- 
tact Number 10 until "shortly 
before” 11am, he only did so 
after being contacted by 
Downing Street 

A message was left that 
when Mr Davies checked in to 
his he dwuM come to 
see the Prime Minister. 

Mr Blair's spokesman said 
Mr Davies telephoned Num- 
ber 10 shortly before 11am ; 
and said he wanted to see Mr , 
Blair. 

At llam Mr Davies met Mr 
Blair and Mr Campbell. Mr 
Powell may al so have been 
present 

. All sides Insist Mr Davies 
offered his resignation rather 
than having it forced out of 

him. 

"I realised there was going 
to be a feeding frenzy,” Mr 
Davies said last week. . 

"I discussed tills with the 
Prime Minister and said look 
this is going to happen' and 
he concurred. And having 
also discussed it with several 
senior colleagues, it was my 
view very dearly that my po- 
sition as secretary of state 
would no longer be tenable.” . 

Mr Blair, although sympa- 
thetic, was irritated by Mr 
Davies's refusal to explain 
what he had been doing on 
Clap ham Common. 

But Downing Street insists 
it was only the information 
Mr Davies gave Mr Blair 
which led him to accept his 
resignation. 

At ll.45am the meeting 
ended. 

It emerged yesterday that 
Mr Blair asked Sir Richard 
Wilson, the Cabinet Secre- 
tary, to "dig around” the inci- 
dent involving Mr Davies. An 
investigation was launched 
but there was no formal 
report because the inquiry 
was "overtaken by events,” 
Mr Campbell said yesterday. 

Mr Davies returned to the 
Welsh Office. He agreed with 
Mr Campbell contents of 
his resignation letter. He then 


went to Brixton police 
station. 

“When I went back to the 
police statim I was able to 
give a more considered and 
Hiller account,” Mr Davies 
said last week. 

But it is now clear that 
police are still not satisfied 
with his account and want to 
i n t e rview him further. 

Mr Davies returned to the 
Welsh Office and about 3pm 
gave a short speech to staff 
saying he was resigning. 

Shortly afterwards he gave 
a brief interview to the BBC’s ' 
John SargeanL 

At 4pm, Mr Campbell an- 1 
notmeed Mr Davies's resigna- 
tion and banded out an ex- 
change of letters between Mr 
Davies and Mr Blair. 

Last week he told Journal- 
ists: “There are no salient 
feds in our possession that 
are not in yours.” But It Is 
now evident that Downing 
Street knew more than they 
were letting on. 



Brixton police station: Mr Davies’s statement *set alarm 1 
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Divisive Welsh leadership battle 


from just £18*49 
at Homebase. 

(It must be Christmas.) 
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T HE Welsh Secretary. 
Alto Michael yesterday 
opened a potentially 
messy and -divisive contest 
when he confirmed he will 
stand for the welsh assembly 
leadership In place of the dis- 
graced Ron Davies. 

Hr Michael appealed to 
Cardiff MP Rbodrf Morgan 
and Euro-MP Wayne David to 
join him on a unity ticket as 
hl5 deputies.. . 

"I believe this is to the In- 
terest of the Labour Fart} and 
the unity of Wales*" be told a 
press-conference to Cardiff 
Bay, within yards of the site 
of the new Welsh assembly. 

Mr Michael said: "I have al- 
ways wanted to see an elected 
assembly bring : de m o cratic 
accountability to the govern- 
meftfof Wales. As a Welsh- 
man, ! cannot think of a 
greater privilege than to help 
bring that dream to reality, M 
But' Mr Morgan seemed set 
to force* contest that will ef- 
fectively decide trim wiB be- 
come the nm secretary of the 
assembly next year. 

’T was not a jersey warmer 
for Ran Davies and I am not a 
jersey Wanner For Alua 
Michael," he said. ' 

Itew Hato, tbe Welsh min- 
ister. who win act ns Mr Mi* 
cfaaeft campaign manager, 
said: J, Alun Michael will 
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bring to the job of firm secre- 
tary the foil authority o T a 
highly regarded cabinet min- 
ister. He will be able to get t he 
best deal for Wales.” 

He said the party had been 
through a traumatic period 
and expressed a hope that Mr 
Morgan might yet come 
round: "lt*s early days.” 

Tony Blair would have pre- 
ferred to avoid a damagin g 
contest, only two. months 
altar 'Mr Morgan fought Mr 


Davies for the post, coming a 
dose second in the constitu- 
ency section, the tester popu- 
larity among activists. 

. The contest, which the 
party hopes to get out of the 
way before Christmas, will 
expose the low morale to the 
Welsh party, partly a fall-out 

of the Ron Davies saga bat 
^wniwiy from' d isenchant ment 
with Mr Blair's government, 
reflected .. in falling 
membership. 


Mr Morgan, a boisterous, 
gregarious and witty politi- 
cian, has a big following in 
the party. 

Mr Michael, by contrast, is 
portrayed as dull, haring 
been plodding safely bnt 
steadily up the Westminster 
ladder. 

In an early taste of the per- 
sonal in-fighting ahead, a 
friend of Mr Morgan de- 
scribed Mr Michael as “not so 
much having a year planner 
to his office but a career 
planner”. 

He added that Mr Michael 
not only "wants to be para- ! 
i chuted into Wales but wants a 
; return ticket", a reference to 
; foe widespread belief that Mr 
, Michael was never enthusias- 
; tic about devolution, would 
! have preferred to remain at 
j Westminster and would seek 
| to go back eventually to 
! London. 

! Tbe contest forces the bat- 
tered Welsh party to choose 
between its traditional loy- 
alty to the leadership and res- 
ervations about a c andidate, 
Mr Michael seen as being im- 
posed by London on Wales* 

Mr Morgan was being por- 
trayed to government curies 
AS riwriemaHj* hit “too Skit- 
tish", too lacking in weight, 
to be leader. 

With the backing of Mr 
Biair. Mr is alnvw* 

certain to win. 
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strong-box caie 


Harrods chief 
agrees payout 
to widow of 
rival tycoon 
Tiny Rowland 


idow Josephine Rowland^ T would have liked my precious mementos of Tiny, back again' 
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Hahn Carter 


A BITTER 14 year 
fiend between Mo- 
ham ed A1 Fayed 
and the late tycoon 
Tiny Rowland 
ended in the High Court yes- 
terday with the Harrods boss 
agreeing to pay costs, esti- 
mated at £2 million, pins un- 
disclosed damages, to the wid- 
ow of his arch rtvaL 
The se ttlement was fin a lised 
in a civil action by Josephine 
Rowland over claims that Mr 
Fayed ordered her late hus- 
band’s safety deposit baa at 
Harrods to be broken into. 

Mr Fayed and three co-de- 
fendants agreed to pay Mrs 
Rowland the damages, which 
will be assessed at a later 
date, and costs for induce- 
ment of breach of the contract 
under which her husband had 
hired the strong box. 

Three co-defendants in- 
volved in the break-in on De- 
cember 6, 1995, were Mr 
Fayed’s personal secretary, 
Mark Griffiths, his director of 
security, John Macnamara, 
and his chief bodyguard, Paul 
Hanriley-Greaves. 

Unde rtaking s were given 
yesterday that copies made of 
documents contained within 
the box would be destroyed. 
They also agreed to pay tbe 




Mobamed A1 Fayed: Denied taking valuables from the box 


value of the missing items 
said to be contained in the 
box, which included emer- 
alds, rubies, rare Tibetan 
coins, a gold cigarette case, 
documents, audio tapes and a 
Tibetan stamp, thought to be 
worth £200,000 in totaL 
Mr Fayed and Mr Rowland, 
the former head of Lonrho 
who died in July this year, 
had been fierce business 
rivals since they became em- 
broiled in a struggle for the 
ownership of Harrods. The 
Egyptian won control of the 
store after giving statements 


about bis wealth, but was 
found by a 1990 Department of 
Trade and Industry report to 
be a “liar and a fraud”. 

After losing Harrods to Mr 
Fayed, Mr Rowland retaliated 
by launching a propaganda 
rampai gn against the “pho- 


ney pharaoh” which sought 
to bar him from acquiring 
British citizenship. 

Mrs Rowland's counsel, 
Christopher Moger QC, had 
claimed at the start of the 
nine day High Court hearing 

that the safety deposit box 
had been opened several 


times as part of Mr Fayed’s 
long running , campaign to 
overturn Ute Djn report 

Mr Moger said documents 
from the box were used in at- 
tempts to persuade Mr Row- 
land to sign a Rtetenwnt ad- 
mitting he bribed Michael 
Howard, then a Junior minis- 
ter at the DTI, Into appointing 
inspectors to carry out-the 
Harrods inquiry. Attempts to 
persuade Mr Rowland to ad- 
mit bribery involved an offer 
of £10 wi ill fan. 

The Commons standards 
and privileges committee 
rejected Mr Fayed’s allega- 
tions against Mr Howard. 

Mr Fayed admitted in docu- 
ments submitted to the court 
that the box was broken Info, 
but Hnimprf his former head 
of security. Bob Lofius, was 
responsible, acting on his 
own initiative. 

After the settlement, Mrs 
Rowland said: “I am very sad, 
I would have liked my pre- 
cious mementos of Tiny back 
again." 

Mr Fayed’s counsel, Chris- 
topher Carr QC, stressed that 
the defendants denied taking 
valuables and so were not In a 
position to return them. 

After the death of Mr Row- 
land, his widow vowed to con- 
tinue the civil action, despite 
criminal investigations 
against Mr Fayed being 
dropped by Scotland Yard. 

A spokesman for Mr Fayed 
said; “Sadly, Mr Rowland's 
death has robbed Mr Fayed of 
the chance to test Tiny Row- 
land's credibility In a court of 
law.” 

Third party proceedings 
brought against Mr Loftus by 
the defendants were dis- 
missed by agreement 
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This latest range of digital cameras from Kodak store images digitally 
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Kodak DC200 
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Prisoners could ‘visit’ 
and pray via video link 


Nicholas Watt 
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P RISONERS are to be 
given the chance to “at- 
tend” religiocis services 
through live video liwka as 
the .technology is extended 
throughout the criminal jus- 
tice system. 

A video pilot scheme in 
Bristol, whidh links the city’s 
courts and prisons, has 
proved such a success that 
the hope is to transform life 
in jail by including prison 
“visits” and religious ser- 
vices for minority faiths. 

One benefit would be that 
families could use “telecon- 
ferencing” to talk to prison- 
ers hundreds of miles from 
their homes. Families could 
also go to a solicitor's office 
with a video link and see rela- 
tives beamed in from jaiL 
One Whitehall source said 
the development could revo- 
lutionise prison visits. “Vid- 
eos would also end the stigma 
of prison visits as children 
would- be able to pay a dis- 
creet visit via a solicitor's 
office, rather than travel all 
the way to prison.” 

A televised link could also 
transmit religious ceremo- 
nies. At the moment there are 


so few imams , who visit jails 
that many Muslims cannot at- 
tend Friday prayers. Under 
the new system services at a 
central location could be sent 
around the country. 

Tbe radical ideas, for ex- 
tending video links owe much 
to the unthiwfamm for the 
Bristol systgthl Th the, city, 
prisoners remanded in custo- 
dy are saved a visit to court 
by appearing via the live 
video link. This saves money 
and means prisoners do not 
have to spend, an entire day 
travelling between jail and 
court for a hearing that often 
lasts just a fewfminutes. 

Lord Williams of Mostyh, 
the Home Office minis ter, 
said yesterday that the Bris- 
tol scheme was -“very posi- 
tive, very encouraging”. He 
said: “It Is hoped that tbe sys- 
tem wfll be efficient in human 
terms and in cash resource 
terms. This pilot project may 
be the precursor to a wider 
use of technology in the crim- 
inal justice system.” 

Video links are cheap and 
simple to run. Once the equip- 
ment hasbeen bought — each 
set costs about £10,000 — the 
system Just needs two ISDN 
telephone lines, which cost 42 
pence a minute. Officials hope 
that in the fixture solicitors 


will advertise video links in 
the way that they now adver- 
tise their services under the 
Legal Aid scheme. 

Some criminologists are 
likely to take a sceptical view 
of the extension of live video 
links because the criminal 
justice system has been very 
slow in using video systems. 

The police have still not or- 
ganised video filming of 
police interviews, which are 
only audio-taped. And the 
Royal Ulster Constabularly 
has not yet begun to video in- 
terviews at the Castlereagh 
holding centre, even though 
such documentation is gov- 
ernment policy. 

Stephen Shaw, the director 
of the Prison Reform Trust, 
said he was worried about the 
idea of allowing prison visits 
to take place over a video link 
because it would encourage 
the Prison Service to hold in- 
mates along way from home. 

"One of the most significant 
effects of overcrowding is that 
prisoners are transferred to 
prisons hundreds of miles 
from their homes," he said. 
“It makes a mockery of pre- 
paring [them] for release. The 
real answer is to make sure 
prisoners are held closer to 
their family to ensure that 
proper visits take place." 


News in brief 


PC jailed for 


A POLICE officer was jailed 
for two years yesterday for in- 
decently assaulting five 
women. Including a fellow ’ 
officer. 

PC David Elliott, aged 31, of 
Cheshire police, tried to drag 
the policewoman into a bed- 
room at his home while they 
were on patrol together in 
Crewe, Cheshire. Healso inde- 
cently assaulted a woman 
prisoner, and assaulted two ci- 
vilian employees of the Ches- 
hire force and a petrol station 
attendant Ajuryat Manrihpg . 


ter crown court found Elliott 
guilty after a six-day triaL 

The judge sentenced Elliott 
to two years for the Indecent 
assault, a concurrent six 
months for kissing a woman 
cashier at a petrol station . 
where he had called while on 
patroL and two month sen- 
tences for the other assaults. 

He said he was passing the - ■ 
least sentence possible taking 
into account Effiotfs good ref- 
erences and the fact his career 
was destroyed. 


HIV ‘worse 
for women’ 


WOMEN are more vulnerable, 
to the Aids virus than men. 

scientists report in the Lancet 

published yesterday. 

Homayoon Fa nadega n and 
colleagues of Johns Hopkins 
school of hygiene and public 
health in Baltimore, Mary- 
land, said Clinical guidelines 
for starting anti-vlral therapy 

for HIV were based on studies 
predominantly on white ho- 
mosexual men, but women 


ought to start treatment ear- 
lier because less of the virus 
was needed to bring on Aids in 
them. 

Leaders of two UK Aids 
charities called for urgent 
research on the effect of treat- 
ing women sooner. Derek Bo- 
delL National Aids Trust di- 
rector, and Elisabeth Crafer, 
director of Positively Women, 
said: “These finding s hi gh. 
fight the lajckof comprehen- 
sive research we have on how 
HIV affects women.” 


Man sprayed 
with CS dies 


AN inquiry was launched yes- 
terday into the death of a man 
three days after police Used 
CS spray while arresting him 
after an incident in Axmley, 
Leeds, on October 30. 

Police said &ic Smith, aged 
53, became violent and the 
spray was used to calm him. 
While in custody for two hoars, 
he was seen by a doctor after 
compla i n i ng of tbe spray’s ef- 
fects. He was charged with 


day he went to hospital for 


died on Monday. 

West Yorkshire police disci- 
pline and complaints depart- 
ment is investigating the 
death, and it has been referred 
to the Police Complaints 
Authority. 


Library on 
prize short list 


THE judges for tbe top archi- 
tectural award, the Stirling 
Prize, have thrown out the 
recommendations of their 
own short-listing panel and 


added the British Library to 
the short list for the Building 
of the Year. 

To be eligible for tbe £30,000 
prize, designs must first be 
winners of one of the Royal 
Institute of British Architec- 
ture category awards. The li- 
brary was nominated but was 
not an award winner. 

It opened last year, five 
years late and, at £511 million, 
almost twice the original bud- 
get It was designed by Colin St 
John Wilson. 

Riba president David Rock 
said he was pleased tbe build- 
ing was added to the list “As 
well as being a fine building, 
especially internally, it 
represents a monumental 
achievement in the face of 
adversity." 

The winner will be an- 
nounced on November 19. 

— Maev Kennedy 


Teletubbies 
sex spoof 


A DUTCH spoof of the BBC 
children's series Teletubbies, 
which showed lookallkes of 
Tinky-Wlnky, Dipsy, Laa-Laa 
and Po simulating sex and vio- 
lence, could land its makers In 
court, a programming direc- 
tor has warned. 

Fans aTTuberculosis- 
tubbies," which Is made by the 
Irreverent youth chann el 
BNN, have been postingob- 
scene messages on a Dutch Te- 
fetubbles site on the World 
Wide Web, shocking parents. 

Cees Schlppers, program- 
ming director for Dutch 
broadcaster Teleac/Not, 
which operates the site, said 
BBC representatives bad 
asked to see a videotape of the 
show and may consider legal 

action against BNN. 
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T HE father of Jennifer 
King, the young Bris- 
tol woman murdered 
only minutes away 
from her family home after a 
night out with friends, braved 
the cameras yesterday to 
make ah impassioned appeal 
fbr help in tracking down his 
daughter’s “vile" killer. 

With his wife Margaret sit- 
ting beside him. Ray King 
choked back tears as be spoke 
movingly of the “gut wrench- 
ing sense of loss and grief’ 
the couple felt when called to 
identify the body of the dark 
haired 22-year-old he called 
his “little summer breeze”. 

They remembered a smil- 
ing, loving, warm and chat- 
tering daughter, but found 
only a cold, battered and life- 
less form, Mr King told a 
news conference at the com- 
munity centre in Warmley, 
Bristol where Jennifer had a 
part time job as a barmaid. 

"I challenge each and every 
one of you out there, if you 
dare, to close your eyes for 
just' a few seconds and imag- 
ine yourself being in that situ- 
ation. It is your worst 
nightmare. 

‘1 firmly believe now that 
there can be no greater sense 
of loss than the death of a 
child who had everything in 
the world to look forward to.” 

Jennifer, a receptionist 
with a soft drinks firm, disap- 
peared after leaving Chasers 
night dub in Kingswood. on 
the outskirts of Bristol, alone 
just after 2 am on Saturday. . 

Her partly clothed body was 
discovered on Tuesday after- 
noon in. a copse only a few 
hundred yards from the 
house in .Crane Close, Warm- 
ley, Where Jennifer lived with 
her parents, brother, Andrew, 
and younger sister, Sarah, 
whom she had been planning 
to take on a trip to Euro Dis- 
ney, near Paris. 

She had been strangled and 
her body dumped in a chil- 
dren’s den. 

A £25,080 reward has been 
offered for the arrest and con- 
viction of fiie killer, who 
police beBeve t$ probably a 
total man. They say he may 


have been scratched and 
muddy after leaving the 
copse. 

Although there were no 
firm st ghHnp t . of Jennifer 
after she. was was seen on 
video leaving Chasers, offi- 
cers leading the investigation, 
are keen to Identify a man 
and woman who were seen, 
walking along the road 
in the direction of Warmley 
shortly after. The woman fit- 
ted the general description of 
Jennifer trtng 

At one stage the man was 
said to have been walking 
backwards in front of the 
.woman and appeared to be 
pestering her. 

Mr King yesterday ap- 
pealed to the public to renew 
their efforts in hpiptng the 
police.-' 

“Please stop what you are 
doing for a few seconds now 
and reflect There is out there 
somewhere a very dangerous 
person who must be caught 
and treated accordingly: He 
could well offend again. Until 
he is caught, there will 
remain an overriding element 
of fear wherever you are.” 

He called ' on clubbers and 
taxi drivers to come forward 
If they saw anything suspi- 
cious, and suggested that 
same people might know of a 
friend or relative who had 
begun to act strangriy since 
Saturday or who might have 
had muddy clothing or been 
treating scratches. 

“If you know anything at 
all. even if you are protecting 
someone, please come for- 
ward and tell the police,'’ he 
said at the televised 
conference. 

“If fiie person who commit- 
ted this vile act is out there 
listening or watching this, I 
would plead with him to look 
into his conscience soul. 
Yon' cannot imagine the 
nightmare that we are going 


th ro ug h at this mnmwit My- 
sel£ my wife and family and 
thousands of people who 
knew Jehny. They are all so 
distraught” . 

• A police officer will stage a 
reconstruction of Jennifer’s 
last known movements on 
Saturday morning, to try to 
Jcg the c T people 

■wfcp * “ 


Killer Porsche 



A TEENAGER who killed 
two elderly sisters, 
while “showing , off* 
and speeding, in a £45,000 
Porsche he had been given for 
his 18th birthday, was yester- 
day sent to a young offenders’ 
institution for four years. 

Satvtnder Singh NUer, a 
former Birmingham universi- 
ty student. looked stunned as 
he was sentenced at Birming- 
ham crown court for two 
counts of causing death by 
dangerous driving. 

The 19-year-old — who was 
also banned from driving for 
five years, and will have to 
retake his test to recover his 
licence ~ later .broke down in 
the cells, his solicitor 
revealed. 

Passing sentence, Judge 
John Warner said Nljer, of 
Wednesfleld, west Midlands, 
was guilty of travelling at a 
“grossly excessive” speed 
when he knocked down and 
killed Winifred Carrington on 
her 76th birthday, and her 78- 
year-old sister Lavinia. as 
they walked : along a road in 
the village of Compton, Stafife, 
to February last year. 

He added that the teen- 
ager's father, who had given 

him fiie red 944 cabriolet, 

complete with p er sonalised 
number plate, just 13 days 
earlier, shared the b la me for 
the tragedy. 

“He may bear no legal res- 
ponsibility but in my view he 
has a lot to answer for. If be 
hod thought about this, he 
would have known this was 
an - accident waiting to hap- 
pen!" the Judge said. 

The judge told the teenager, 
who ploughed into the elderly 
spinsters as be showed two. 



Svfvinder Singh Nijer, who 
ran down two pensioners 


school lunch break: “In my 
view, this was a bad example 
«f dangerous driving. 

. "You overtook at a grossly 
excessive speed at upwards of 
to a SOmph on a 
damp road when it was 
plainly unsafe and you lost 
control.” 

He said he was satisfied 
Nijer, whom police said 
marked a deadly race circuit 
around St Edmund’s Roman 
Catholic School to Compton, 
had driven too Cast along the 
same road on the days imme- 
diately before the accident 

'The term showing off Is an 
emotive term but has been 
used. 1 am sure you were 
showing your friends just 
what the car could do and 
what you could do to it dur- 
ing a short journey at the end 
of your school lunch boor. 

“Not one death, which 
would have been had enough, 
but two deaths occurred as a 
result of your criminal behav- 
iour. Mercifully it would ap- 
pear they did not know what 
had happened to them." 

During the two week trial 
at Stafford crown court last 
month, the jury heard how 
the sixth former lost control 
after speeding at up to 70xnph 
to a SOmph area and trying to 
overtake another car. 

The Porsche : — which bad 
the personalised number 
plate SSN IS — strut* a kerb 
twice before veering side- 
ways. hitting a fire hydrant, 
and -knocking down the un- 
married sisters, who lived 
together ' in AWersley, 
Wolver hampton . - 

One was thrown Into the air 

and the other carried along 
the bonnet before becoming 
trapped' with the sports car in 
a hedge. 

Both died instantly. 

Yesteiday, Judge Warner 
said Nijer’s youth and subse- 
quent "immaturity and lack 
of Judgment” were mitigating 
factors. Be acknowledged he 
and his family — which has 
since received bate, mail — 
had been devastated by the 
accident and said the teen- 
’s education bad been 


Boger Smith QC, defending, 
said Nljer w*s previously of 
MapwW character "by 
ah accounts as ad mirable 
young man.” 

After the trial the youth's 
father, businessman. Sat- 
vtoder Nijer, said: “Now I 
know I was wrong to buy it.” 






BRITAIN 


by father 
of murdered 



'I believe there 
can be no 
greater sense 
of loss than 
the death 
of a child who 
had everything 
to look 
forward to’ 


Raymond and Margaret King at the press conference to Bristol yesterday, after the murder of their daughter Jennifer (top right) photograph: cures eon 
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i new;- BT Ifi^3wa7 Coii^rte your existing phone line 
into lines,, allowing you high speed Internet 

^-access whilst ^tiil usir^ tte phone at the same time. 


171 In business , sire kno^ dKiciency : is vital, . thafs why we 
offer PC atiaiysB software that helps you inanage your 
company^ itemised call costs frean your desk. 


JjTJ'BT is comrintted to^saving your business money - we’ve 


. » >i‘ 


vritf call prices .13 times in the last two years- 


0% 


were 


in the UK to 


provide a Customer Service Guarantee scheme which offers 
' - compensation if we miss an appointment for installation 
' ©rrepair . • . . :V • 


171 We’ve invested £27 billion in our network; over the last 
14 years. Not only does ifr&t mean we. offer a -reliable 
service today buf'we’lt be capable of coping with the ■ 

• — . V :i .••••■- . • 

technology of tcHnortow , 


BT has bushsss accpnzfl: managers who can speak to many 
- • of pm-.ethnic cu^jQmers in their own language. 


|71 We ensure that 9^82% of- all the' calls we handle get 
■ through successfully ;and we’re -constantly working to 
nnprove.this^ure,' * '• 


MTl ^X spends: £280 miflion every year on research and 


■ *' v the UK, as part of our commitment to bring 

- ' . customers liihovcttive products mid services. 


17! Our specialised Business. Commumcati^ found 

in 51 BT Shops around th& country have trained staff on 
hand to offer one-to-one advice on a whole= range of 
busir^ss products arid services. ■ 


~;¥Yitfi 4»np(^3s in* our UK portfolio, our business 
- . . • .'.’ ;.vte^ piovi^a O^^ shop^for every communications 

• . r ■' : ; ; ’ - ferhas~ a rj^^-businessdis«Hmt jdans which can save 
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0 Whatever size ydtirfnteit»rise - from smdlStaxti4>-:to- 
^obal con^omerate - we- have products, services and 
discount packages to suit your.indivkhial needs. 


BT tests: foppns ^liiK&every ni^H: to make sure they're 


.?■ . 


(7! BT Contract Jtentals aSkTW yosxr basme^ to benefit from . 
using the most advanced protefe whilst enabling you to 
spread the costs over rime. : • 


jpsv- 


^ BT^ call basBritish Approvals Board 


. 11 . ui ' ^ r 

. • Ti *71 f *'• •• - -.'jr.". 


|7| With 133,000 BT- payphones from Lands End to John 
O’Groats, you can keep in touch whenever ytm*re on ■, 
the move. 


. ’4-- 


of businesses come back to BT every month* 


Some telecoms companies can offer you some of these things. But only BT can offer all of them. To find out more about these and the 
many other re. sons why businesses large and small are choosing to be with BT, call Freefone 0800 800 800 or visit us at www.bt.coin 
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French 


for new 
name at 



Waterloo International — 


<? it ro s tar 


journey 


Jon Hentey fn Paris 

I ndignant at the hu- 
miliation suffered daily 
by thousands of his coun- 
trymen arriving in Britain 
by Enrostar, a senior Gaull- 
1st politician has demanded 
that Tony Blair find a new 
name for the London 
station that commemorates 




m 




Rubbing it In . . . London's Enrostar terminal which, Tony 


Blair baa been told, French rial tors see as a less than welcoming reminder ofNapoleons hnmillatlon at the bands of Wellington, right. In 1815 


one of France's less glori- 
ous encounters with its old 
adversary. 

“You will understand, I 
am sure, the discomfort the 
French feel when they are 
welcomed by the name 
Waterloo after crossing the 
Channel tunnel, a symbol 
of co-ordination and co-op- 
eration between our two 
nations,’* wrote Florent i 


Longuepee, a member of 
the national executive of 
President Jacques Chirac's 
RPR party, in a letter to the 
Prime Minister. 

“At a time of European 
integration, to which I 
know you are attached, it 
seems to me more than op- 
portune for the English to 
re-baptlse this station 
under another nam e. I am 


not asking that yon strike 
from the annals of your 
country this feat of arms, 
merely that you transfer 
such a symbolic name to a 
less emblematic site.” 

Waterloo, a village out- 
side Brussels, was the site 
of the Duke of Wellington's 
j celebrated victory in 1815 
over the French army led 
by Napoleon Bonaparte. 


Although many French 
railway stations are named 
after famous Napoleonic 
victories, Mr Longuepee 
pointed out that they do not 
welcome visitors from the 
countries France defeated. 
“It is as if the Gare de l'Est, 
which serves travellers 
from Germany, was named 
the Gare de Verdun,” he 
said. “We French do not rm- 


i pose such a humiliation on 
people who come here. Why 
j should the English?” 

But mindful of the repu- 
tation of perfidious Albion. 
Mr Longuepee, who is also 
a Paris councillor. Is keep- 
ing his powder dry. If Air 
Blair does not heed his 
request, he wrote, he will 
fight to have the Gare du 
Nord, where Eurostar 


trains from London arrive, 
renamed the Gare de Fon- 
tenoy. “That, as I am sure 
you are aware. Is another 
small village in Belgium,” 
he wrote. "But in 1745 
Louis XV beat the English 
there.” 

While it was Napoleon 
who launched the idea of a 
Channel tunnel in order to 
invade England, Mr 


Longuepee said the days of 
such animosity should be 
forgotten, “At the battle of 
Fontenoy, the Count of Au~ 
teroche uttered the words: 
’Gentlemen of England, you 
may take the first shot*. In 
1998 it should be the mem- 
ory of that courtesy we 
should preserve, rather 
than that of our confron- 
tations.” 


Pay TV warning for ‘all live sport and top shows’ 


Chris Barrie 


T elevision viewers 
may soon find them- 
selves having to pay 
to watch all live 
sports programmes and many 
of the top entertainment 
shows, Sir John Birt, director 
general of the BBC, has 
warned. 

The stark forecast comes 
shortly after the corporation 
came under fire for losing 


broadcasting rights over sev- 
eral leading sports events and 
amid worries that the advent 
of digital pay television will 
leave many people cut off 
from the best the information 
age can offer. 

Predicting that broadcast- 
ing will one day no longer be 
a shared cultural experience, 
Sir John said It was "inevita- 
ble*’ that producers of top of 
the range programmes would 
"seek to extract higher reve- 
nues" by using pay television 


technology. 

He told the Guardian: “At 
some point in the future, high 
quality live sport — perhaps 
all of it — will be pay 
perview.” 

Pay per view television, 
where viewers pay to watch a 
specific programme or tele- 
vised event, is already used 
by broadcasters such as Brit- 
ish Sky Broadcasting for top- 
rated films and sporting 
events. But Sir John believes 
that this form of pay televi- 


sion will also govern access to 
other forms of entertainment 
such as hit comedy shows. 

He indicated that the Gov- 
ernment was not In a position 
to stop this trend, which 
would "bring to an end 75 
years of broadcasting being a 
common experience for 
people". Although more mate- 
rial would be on cdfer with 
the advent of multi-channel 
television, it would come at a 
price. 

“The riches on the screen 


are likely to cost increasingly 
large amounts of money." 
Watching television bad been 
“modestly costed" in the past, 
and people had become used 
to watching this “terrific ex- 
perience” a lot for very little. 

Sir John's views come amid 
the growing expectation in < 
broadcasting that the rights 
to the most popular pro- 
grammes will be auctioned to 
rival channels fighting to dif- 
ferentiate themselves in a 
much more competitive envi- 


Advent 


more power 

for your pound 
Now with 
FREE printer 

All Advent PCs are built to 
deliver high spec computing 
at prices which are stripped 
to the bone. And on these 
two models we've now 
added a Free Colour Printer 
to make them even better 
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ronment 

Television producers run- 
ning, and in many cases own- 
ing. independent television 
companies, would try to “ex- 
tract the maximum value 
from the consumer”. 

A small number of indepen- 
dent production companies 
are now large and successful 
enough to dictate terms to 
broadcasters such as the BBC. 
Sky, the ITV network and 
C hann el 4, which want their 
programmes. Among them' 


are Hat Trick (makers of 
Have I Got News For You), 
Ginger Media (part-owned by 
Chris Evans and maker of TFI 
Friday), Bazalgette. Mentom 
Bara dough Carey, TalkBack. 
Tiger Aspect and Planet 24. 

The BBC is concerned that 
it could be cast in the role of 
midwife to successful pro- 
grammes, funding them 
through their development 
and early screenings, only to 
be powerless to retain the suc- 
cessful ones as the creators 


sell the rights to the highest 
bidder once established. 

The Government has tried 
to limit this process by listing 
national sporting events. 

Sir John said the Govern- 
ment must ensure that major 
sporting events were avail- 
able on free television, if only 
in recorded formats after the 
event. But taking similar 
action over entertainment 
programmes, which may be 
created by one person, would 
be much trickier. 


Lowry painting hanging in girls’ boarding school 
expected to fetch more than £300,000 at auction 


Sarah HaU 

F OR 16 years it had hung 
near the entrance of a 
girls' boarding school passed 
by teachers, parents and pu- 
pils with barely a second 
glance. 

Those at the genteel Prin- 
cess Helena College, near Hit- 
chin, Herts, knew the paint- 
ing was an LS Ldwry — but | 
did not view it as particularly , 
valuable. It was “part of the 
scenery" and, staff believed, 
worth £30,000 at most 
So they were asonished to 
learn that the work — entitled 
May Day and depicting a 
group of children gathered 
around a maypole in a typical 
Lowry townscape — was actu- 
ally worth ten times that 
figure. 

“We were quite taken aback 
and very pleasantly sur- 
prised, “ the school's bursar, 
Christopher Marley, said yes- 
terday. "We thought it might 
have been worth a substantial 
sum, but we never dreamed it 
was anywhere near six 
figures.” 

Confronted with the cost of 
installing museum-standard 



L S Lowry’s May Day, which 
is up for auction this month 

security to guard their trea- 
sure and higher insurance, 
the school decided to sell the 
gift from an old girl to im- 
prove its arts facilities. 

It will go under the hammer 
at Phillips, central London, 
on November 17, where it is 
expected to fetch £300,000. 

The worts, which dates from 
1935. was bought by old girl 
Mary Archer for £31-10 shil- 
lings in 1939 and bequeathed 
to the small boarding school 
on her death In 1982. 


At the time, it was valued at 
a couple of thousand pounds, 
but the current market for 
Lowry — which saw Phillips 
sell Piccadilly Circus for the 
record sum of £562£00 in 
June, an Increase of £176,000 
on the previous highest pay- 
ment for a Lowry — means 
the value has rocketed. 

Yesterday the auction 
house's modem British paint- 
ing specialist. James Rawlin, 
said May Day could exceed its 
£200,000 estimation. He added 
that the painting was impor- 
tant since it came from the 
period when Lowry’s distinc- 
tive style — combining indus- 
trial street scenes, scurrying, 
matchstick figures and a 
brighter palette — was begin- 
ning to crystalise. 

“It’s an exceptional exam- 
ple of Lowry's work belong- 
ing to an important group of 
his works. It comes right tax 
the middle of when he was 
getting it right." be said. 

The painting is believed to 
depict a scene from Salford or 
Manchester, the setting of the 
majority of his 3,000 to 4.000 
works, and the area where 
the artist, who lived from 1887 
to 1976, was bom. 


THIS SATURDAY, 
FATHER CHRISTMAS ARRIVES 
AT HARRODS 

ACCOMPANIED BY SOMETHING 
HE TAKES WITH 
HIM WHEREVER HE GOES. 


SNOW. 



Father Christmas is coming to town. Celebrations start at 
8.00am this Saturday with a carnival outside Harrods on Hans Crescent, 
featuring stilt walkers, fire-eaters and a traditional fairground 
organ; Shordy afterwards snow will fall as Father Christmas arrives in his 
sleigh drawn by reindeer, accompanied by a parade of elves, pipers 
and amongst others a giant snowman. At 9.00am, Father Christmas will 
make a tour of the store before arriving at his Grotto on the Fourth 
loor at 9.30am, where he will remain until December 24th. So come along 
and meet Father Christmas. After all, it’s not often he pays us a visit. 
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White told . 
one handler: 
‘If you are 
instructed to 
string your 
dog up, you 
string him up. 
If you don’t 
like it, you can 
have your dog 
put down’ 



Cruel: Arfrew White, trainer photograph: mchaelstb»hens 


The Essex dog unit at Sandon whore constables Boorman (top) and Hopkins (below) compelled other handlers to abuse dogs sanoon photograph, seanosifsey 


Four months in prison for cruel police dog handlers 


Helen Cuter 


A POLICE sergeant and 
constable who or- 
dered dog handlers to 
hang their animals 
by thei leads, then kick and 
punch hem, were given four 
month jail sentences yester- 
day foi breaching the Protec- 
tion ofVnimaLs Act 
Hauliers at the Essex 
police log unit in Sandon had 
been aid to dominate their 
Germn shepherd dogs by 
suspeding them over fences 
or weis by their choke leads 


and kicking or punching 
them. One dog, a four-year-old 
called Acer, died of internal 
bleeding when his liver rup: 
tured alter a beating in No^ 
vember last year. 

Andrew White, a sergeant 
aged 37, who was head of 
training at the dog unit, was 
found guilty of seven charges 
of causing other officers to 
cruelly ill-treat police dogs, 
and Instructor Kenneth Boor- 
man, a constable aged 45, was 
found guilty Of Six similar 
charges. Both men were given 
jail sentences by Chelmsford 
magistrates court, but were 


released on ball pending an 
appeal against their convic- 
tions and sentence. 

Another instructor and con- 
stable, Stephen Hopkins, aged 
42, was found guilty of one 
Charge of wmolng a hawdlar to 
ill-treat a dog and was or- 
dered to do 200 hours commu- 
nity service and pay £1,000 
towards costs. Graham Cur- 
tis, a 43-year-old inspector, 
was found not guilty of three 
charges of failing to Issue an 
order to prevent unnecessary 
suffering to animals. 

Kevin Gray, the magistrate, 
told Boorman and White: 


“The method you used can 
only be described as brutaL I 
would be failing in my duty if 
1 did not reflect the serious- 
ness of these offences by pass- 
ing custodial sentences.” 

The court had heard how 
the officers encouraged dog 
handlers to be cruel and were 
abusive to anyone who dared 
challenge their methods. One 
handler described how dogs 
were swung around in the air 
by their leads "helicopter 
style”. 

Another had been told by 
White: “If you are instructed 
to string your dog up, you 


string him up. If you don’t 
like it, you can have your dog 
putdown.” 

After the beatings, the dogs 
were subdued, their tongues 
would turn bine and their 
eyes would bulge. 

When interviewed by police 
Investigating allegations of 
cruelty. White, Boorman and 
Hopkins made statements in 
which they appeared to ac- 
cept that the hanging method 
was justified if a dog attacked 
its handler or seemed about 
to attack. 

The cruel training methods 
were condemned by dog 


breeders yesterday. “I have 
beard a lot of people say they 
won't give German shepherds 
to the police any more after 
hearing about this cruelty, 
said Dorothy Beach, a former 
Crufts judge of alsatians. 
“People used to be proud to 
put their dogs into the police, 
but if they don’t do something 
about this, they won’t get any 
more dogs." 

David Alcock, secretary of 
the German Shepherd Club of 
the UK, said: “Beating the dog 
makes it cowed, which makes 
the handlers think it’s will- 
ing, but in fact they are doing 
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irreparable damage to its 
working abilities in the 
future. The dog will be afraid 
of its handler, instead of trust- 
ing and respecting him, and 
when the dog encounters a 
criminal it will react with 
fear, instead of confidence.” 

Andy Mitchell, BSPCA 
chief inspector, said: “It Is a 
horrific method of disciplin- 
ing any animal. The dog 
would be nervous and would 
start reacting nervously 
around the handler, and 
when you consider the situa- 
tions a dog and handler go 
into, the last thing you want 


is a dog that doesn’t have a 
bond of trust with you.” 

An Essex police spokesman 
said: “The death of a dog was 
a matter of great regret 
within Essex police. The dog 
unit has a long and proud re- 
cord of public service. As a 
result of this investigation, 
Essex police has reviewed the 
monitoring of its dog train- 
ing, to ensure it is always con- 
ducted in accordance with the 
official police manual. The 
matters referred to in court 
will now be considered by the 
chief constable under disci- 
plinary regulations.” 


Scientists learn 
from dead parrot 


Tim Radford 
Science Editor 


I T fell off its perch 70 mil- 
lion years ago. It became 
an ex-parrot even before 
the dinosaurs became ex-di- 
nosaurs. Nobody knows the 
colour of its feathers, what 
4t-ate,-or whether-lt talked.- 
But they know it was there. 

The reason is it left its 
bottom jaw in the upper 
cretaceous rocks of Nio- 
brara County, Wyoming — 
one little beak that became 
a silent testament to the 
odd fact that, while allo- 
saurs, maiasaurs, ploto- 
saurs, ankylosaurs and 
other great reptilians plod- 
ded over the landscape, 
parrots perhaps perched on 
their shoulders. 

The “toothless avian den- 
tary symphysis” or fused 
jawbone, is the only one of 
its kind, according to a 
report in Nature today. 

“This symphysis appears 
to represent the oldest 
known parrot and is, to my 
knowledge, the first known 
fossil of a terrestrial mod- 
ern bird group from the 
cretaceous,” says Thomas 
Stidham, of the palaeonto- 
logy museum at the Univer- 
sity of Berkeley, California. 

Water birds get covered 
in mud when they die, and 
are easily preserved. Fossil 


land birds are rare finds, so 
this beak speaks volumes. 
The end of the cretaceous 
era was the end of the dino- 
saurs — marked, it is 
thought, by a 10-kilometre 
asteroid which crashed into 
the planet at perhaps 10 
miles a second, 65 million 
years ago. obliterating a lflT 
of life on Earth. Butevaiyf^-, 
the dinosaurs did dot stir-,' '/ 
vive, parrots went on- 
perching during and after 
the great mass extinction. 

The luckless psitta cine’s 
little fragment of discarded 
pecker looks as if it might 
have belonged to a lory — 
one of the brightly coloured 
fruit eaters — which means 
there might well have been 
plenty of flowering plants 
around. And if there were 
parrots, says Dr Stidham, 
then there must have been 
other kinds of modern 
birds as welL 

The question is. how 
could something wipe out 
huge, muscular creatures 
like the dinosaurs, but 
leave delicate animals like 
birds for another 70 million 
years? It suggests that the 
last dinosaurs lived in a 
world very like this one. 
And, according to Angela 
Milner of the Natural His- 
tory Museum, “a parrot 
then would have had more 
or less the same lifestyle as 
one today”. 





It’s easy to spot the A&R 
man at a gig: he^s the 
ponytailed one in a suit, 
at the back. His ears are 
filled with loo roll. 

What artists & repertoire men do 
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Yorkshire Bank 
Base Rate 

Yorkshire Bank announces 
that with effect 
from start of business on 
6th November 1998 
its Base Rate is decreasing 
from 

7.25% to 6.75%. 

Yorkshire Bank 

90 Haitian Way, UmIc IS2 SNZ. M. 0305 030907. 
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Communities cut off 


Farmland destroyed 
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Search for 
dead hidden 
by landslide 
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Honduras 80% destroyed 

Ni carag ua 50 % 

El Salvador 70% 
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NICARAGUA/ 

Juanrta Darling 
on the mourning 
for relatives 
buried in a mix 
of mud and lava 


I in*," be said “The whole 
! family Is there.” 

Earlier this week a 
revived Tropical Storm 
Mitch raced tfeross the Golf 
of Mexico toward southern ‘ 

Florida aidbthe Florida 
Keys. buffttiiK the ragtag, 
with rain, bvtaf puts up to 
SOmph and toriadoes. 

The Nicaraguan presi- 
dent, Arnpldo Alemdn, told 
the country tint it prolut- 
bly never will kiow exactly 
how many penile died . In 


mm 
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A FTER a kiss from his 
aunt, Isaiah 

V&squez. aged 12. 
was nailed into a 
gray wooden coffin by fam- 
ily members who, even in 
grief, still counted them- 
selves lucky. At least they 
know where he is buried. 

That Is not true of many 
of the 1.200 or more victims 
of the Casitas Volcano 
mudslide, which appears to 
be the largest single disas- 
ter caused by Hnrrlcane 
Mitch. It may not be true in 
relation to other missing 
family members either. 

No one knows yet how 
many people were killed in 
the mudslide, but the trag- 
edy could account for a 
quarter or more of the 
9.000 deaths throughout 
the region blamed on 
Mitch. 

Isaiah was buried just a 
few yards away from the 
sugar cane mill where wit- 
nesses said health ministry 
workers had burned 20 un- , 
identified bodies a few 
hours earlier to prevent | 
epidemics. 

The V&squez family farm 
lay in the path of the huge 
mudslide that began when 
Mitch’s torrential rains 
broke the side of the Casi- 
tas Volcano in western Nic- 
aragua last week. Water 
from the rain and the lake 
in the crater mixed with 
lava, forming a wall of mud 
that covered entire 
villages. 

Mud washed down the 
mountain to the county 
seat of Posoltega, carrying 
trees that now lie upended 
in fields with their roots 
reaching towards the sky 
amid bodies scraped and 
broken beyond recognition. 

A few corpses made It to 
the sugar mill, but most 
stopped farther up the 
mountain in a cane field. 

Norberto Miranda, a 26- 
yearold form worker, tried 
p ushing through the soft 
muck towards the village of 
Los Rodriguez, where his 
uncles and cousins lived, 
but turned back. “I just 
couldn’t do it, I kept sink- 


Aid promised 


POLITICS OF AID/Calls for 

a debt write-off have been 
ignored, despite the scale of the 
disaster, writes John Vidal 







|0P^V- • Food aid worm $20 mfflon Irani the US 

• £750eOO-wonh of msdones from the UK 

• France is serxflng personnel 

• The EU has earmarked money/equipment 
• South and Centra American countries are already responding 


W HILE promises 
of relief to Hon- 
duras and Nica- 
ragua were 
gathering pace 
yesterday, with public ap- 
peals and offers of assistance 
from across the world, the in- 
ternational community was 
castigated for not responding 
fast enough or canc ellin g the 
debts of hurricane-devastated 
Central American countries. 

But a week after the hurri- 
cane struck, it was becoming 
clear that it may be beyond 
the ability of the interna- 
tional co mmuni ty and local 
governments to cope. 

"With the infrastrucure 
gone, starvation and disease 
approaching and hundreds of 
communities uncontactable, 
it may be weeks before needs 
can even be properly asessed 
or relief can get in," said the 
International Red Cross. 

The Honduran government 
warned that the situation 
would swiftly deteriorate un- 
less more international food 
and medicines were delivered 
and washed-out bridges and 
roads were quickly rebuilt 
The country's president Car- 
los Flores, said Hurricane 
Mitch had destroyed more 
than 60 per cent of the coun- 
try’s infrastructure, setting 
development back decades. 

"The disaster has over- 
whelmed government, the 
military, non-government 
groups and civil society.” said 
the International Red Cross, 
which has has pledged 


£45 mill i nn. Food, drinking 
water, small power boats to 
reach Coded areas, medicines, 
blankets, water purification 
tablets, blood, materials for 
emergency shelters, helicop- 
ters. and temporaray bridges 
were all needed just to over- 
come the immediate prob- 
lems, said a spokesman. 

The United States pledged a 
major airlift to supply $66 mil- 
lion worth of flirt , and the 1 
European Union and other i 
countries said they were pre- 
paring to act France aalri it 
was sending 250 civilian and 
military rescue workers, and 
many embassies were Infor- 
mally lending planes and heli- 
copters to help. Regional ship- 
ping companies offered their 
services for free. 

The World Bank sent 
$15 million to Honduras and 
Nicaragua for medical and 
immediate aid, and said it 
had started negotiations to 


10 O people dead, 
60,000 severely 
affected, 23000 
homeless. 

Damage to roads and 
power Bnes Is extensive 
leaving some major 
towns isolated and 
preventing access lo 
many areas 


Worst affected ot an the 
countries: 5000 dead, - 

200000 hotnetes*, 2 

million people severely - 
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Less barfly affected but 
nearly lo.oooiamffiea 
badly in need o! 
assistance 4i Belize., 

Costa Rfca and Panama . 


500 dead, 45000 . . 
homeless, 100,006 * 

. s e vere l y effected. 

300 emergency shelters 
setup. Access to some 
of the wore! affected 


, SS% of the land is under 
water. 75% of agriculture 
j fe destroyed. Capttf, 
T80rc^a4».iscorT93l8»fy 
ruined with no external ' 
conwwfcaBona. 

60% of the county's 
infrastrucusB Is destroyed, 
including 7,000 houses 
and 73 bridges. - • . 



affected. 1000 deed.- 
504000 homeless- . 
Caste volcano cioftjpee 
kilted 'many. Nearby 
volcano, Ceno Ne3T3. to - 
e pu w l n g lava and. 
covortng-e mrounc B n B 




thera have been over 
300 landslides. -. 


‘Let’s get them 
back on their feet 
and then think 
about debt relief 


convert $300 million already 
allocated for projects there to 
infrastructural and disaster 
relief work. “Let’s get them 
back on their feet and then 
think about debt relief;" said 
a spokesman in Washington. 


Britain was criticised for 
only promising £750.000 
worth of initial medicines 
and supplies. Jubilee 2000, a 
coalition of more than 50 de- 
velopment groups, charities. 
Church and trade union 
organisations c allin g for the 
elimination of Third World 
debt by the mill e nnium, yes- 
terday described the offer as 
"mean and inadequate”. 

“Honduras and Nicaragua 
between them pay more than 
$1 million a day in debt repay- 
ments. We should be pouring 
money in. They owe us 
$3.4 million and it Is scandal- 
ous that we do not cancel that 
debt," said a spokesperson. 

"Even before the disaster, 
half of Nicaragua had no ac- 
cess to safe water or sanita- 
tion. Eighty per cent of Hondu- 
ras’ income goes to pay debts. 


Nothing short of an Immediate 
moratorium on repayment is 
acceptable,” said a Christian 
Aid spokesman. 

A spokesman for the De- 
partment for International 
Development said the govern- 
ment was waiting to see what 
the needs were. “The situa- 
tion is developing. When we 
get project proposals and 
when the UN assessment 
team has reported back, then 
we can respond.” The Trea- 
sury said government policy 
was not to write off debt uni- 
laterally and there were bet- 
ter ways to address disasters. 

The International Develop- 
ment Secretary, Clare Short, j 
writing in today's Guardian, i 
urges a careful response: "Too 
often responses to disasters , 
have been made worse by well- < 
lntendoned but uncoordinated I 


outside help. Local and 
regional organisations are tak- 
ing the lead in identifying pri- 
ority needs,” she writes. 

She was referring espe- 
cially to the Rwandan refugee 
crisis at Goma. when hun- 


‘Decades of work 
have been 
eliminated in 24 
hours’ 


dreds of groups went in, but 
this was an exception, said 
Oxfam. The reality is that di- 
saster aid is now media- 
driven, with countries often 
h olding back immediate aid 
unto there is public demand 


for something to be done. 
Guatemala feels particularly 
grieved in this disaster be- 
cause few television crews 
have reported from there. 

If the Immediate needs are 
shelter, preventing disease, 
repairing infrastructure and 
feeding people, the longer- 
term work is daunting. 

"Decades of work building 
up employment and commu- 
nity programmes in the poor- 
est of countries have been 
PiiminatPd in 24 hours,” a 
spokesman for Trocaire, a big 
Honduras development 

or ganisation , said, 

• Oxfam has launched an ap- 
peal. Tel: 01865 31 31 3L The 
joint UK charities’ appeal Is 
expected to start in foe next 
| few days. 


Clara Short, page 12 


\t it proba- 
iow exactly 
4le died tu 


the mudslide. Nost of the 


bodies that are! 
never be identl 
tied about epld« 


the devastation left by 


«tery.” 

Nicara- 


i people 
a addfe. 


Mitch, the government has 
ordered bodlestburned,. 
even as the seam for sur- 
vivors continues- 1 
"Some have bea given a 
Christian burial Others 
will be burned. Wl will de- 
clare the area a cesetery.” 

Countrywide, tm Nicara- 
guan government otimates 
that more than 2.00 people 
have died and that in addK 
tional 1,800 are misting. . 

Radio stations b^adcast 
calls from relatives legging 
for information abut vil- 
lages made inaccesHble by 
collapsed bridge} and 
washed-out roads. 1 
“This Is a worst blow 
than what happened in 
1972.” Mr Aleman said.- 
referring to the eartlhuaka 
that destroyed the cjpitai, 
Managua. J 

Both the earthqunfe and 
Hurricane Gilbert, jhich 
devastated the A tin tic 
coast in 1980. were local- 
ised disasters, he salt Aid 
could be taken to t» af- 
fected area and dlstruited 
efficiently. I 

In contrast, Mitch raised 
damage thronghoutthe 
country, crippling emrts. 
to reach survivors. I 
*We cannot get fool to 
people by road.” said : Ice- 
President Enrique Boh os, 
who heads the Natiual 
Emergency Commit »e. 
“The helicopters are he 
bottleneck.” 

Isiah’s relatives hpe 
that his brother, Isjuv 
aged nine, will survive A . 
rescue helicopter found te 
two youngsters waist-d p 
in rubble on Sunday < d 
took them to a nearby A > 
pitaL where Isaiah died. 

“I am going to rai e 
him,” said his gra»>- 
mother, Candida Morale, 
fighting back tears. “Hen 
the only child left of w 
only daughter. ** — Los ./f- 
geles Times. I 







5 m*- ' 



Coast guards give 
up search for lost 
holiday schooner 




APin Miami 


T HE week-long search for 
a four-masted luxury 
schooner which disap- 
peared when Hurricane 
Mitch hit the Caribbean was 
called off yesterday. 

Contact was lost last Tues- 
day with foe 282ft cruise ship 
Fantome, which had a British 
captain. Guy an March, and 30 
crew on board. 

A search by the United 
States coast guard and the 
Royal Navy off the Caribbean 
coasts of Belize, Guatemala 


and Honduras revealed no 
trace of the vessel 
The Fan tome’s last radio 
message said it was experi- 
encing 115 mph winds and the , 
ship was rolling heavily, ac- ! 
cording to officials from the I 
ship’s owner. Windjammer 
i Barefoot Cruises. 

Search crews found the 
first piece of debris from the 
Fantome on Sunday. A life 
raft and more life jackets 
were found on Monday. 

As Mitch approached, Fan- 
tome had been ordered from 
the Honduran port of Omoa, 
north to Belize City, where it 





il 




The Fantome, which is feared lost with 31 crew on board 


safely dropped off its passen- toward Mexico's Yucatan 
gers to be flown back to Peninsula, to get away from 


Miami 

The crew stayed on the 
ship, planning to head north, 


Mitch. But the storm changed 
course and the ship was 
caught 


News in brief 


Climbdown 
in Anwar trial 


ON THE fourth day of the trial 
of Malaysia's former deputy 
prime minis ter, Anwar Ibra- 
him, for corruption and sod-* 
omy, his defence lawyers 
forced a damaging admission 
from the chief of the cou n tr y’ s 
special branch, writes John 
Gitiings in Hong Kong. 

Earlier in court Mohamad 
Said Awang had claimed that 
his branch had investigated 
Mr Anwar for “sexual misbe- 
haviour” in 1992. 

But he admitted yesterday 
that in a report sent to the 
prime minis ter. Mahathir Mo- 
hamad, a year ago, he may 
have said that sex charges 
against Mr Anwar were politi- 
cally motivated. 

Mohamad Said also caused 
a sensation by admitting that 
he might lie If ordered to by 
the prime minister — even in 
court 


domestic intelligence service, 
the administrative appeals 
court ruled that nine organi- 
sations representing Turkish 
immigrants had the right to 
be viewed as a “religious com- 
munity” and oversee reli- 
gious education in the city’s 
state schools. 

The verdict was denounced 
by mainstream and secular 
Turkish immigrant leaders, 
who fear that fundamentalists 
will try to exert a stranglehold 
on the education of Berlin's 
30,000 Turkish children. 


No third term 
for Yeltsin 


RUSSIA'S highest court ruled 
yesterday that Boris Yeltsin 
cannot use a legal loophole to 
seek a third presidential term 
in 2000. 

The ruling — ftnmhinari 
with Yeltsin’s fragile health — 
should encourage several 
leading political figures to 


gear up their presidential 
campaign preparations. 

Mr Yeltsin has hinted he 
will not seek re-election when 
his current, second, term ex- 
pires, and said he was satis- 
fied with the ruling. 

But because his first term 
began before the current con- 
stitution was adopted in 1993, 
aides have argued that it 
should not count toward foe 
constitutional two-term 
limit — AP, Moscow. 


Israeli row 
on Wye deal 


Islamists win 
court victory 


THRESHER 


A BERLIN court has given Is- 
lamic flinrin m A n talls fat thp 

right to organise and conduct 
religious education in the 
city’s state schools in a contro- 
versial ruling, writes Ian 
TraynortnBonn. 

After more than a decade of 
feuding between Berlin’s edn- 

. . , „ .... cation authorities and Islarn- 
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THE Israeli cabinet was 
locked in heated argument 

last night over the terms nego- 
tiated by the prime minister. 
Binyamin Netanyau, at the 
Wye summit for the land-fbr- 
security agreement with the 
Palestinians, writes Danid 
SharrockinGazaCUy. 

The accord was supposed to 
have come into effect three 
days ago but has been delay ed 
by last-minute Israeli objec- 
tions. It is expected to be 
passed today despite hardline 
rightwing opposition. 

Meanwhile in Gaza, the Pal- 
estinian leader, Yasser Arafat, 
had to return from meetings 
in Madrid by land from Egypt, 
after Israel again refused him 
permission to land his plan* at 
the recently completed Gaza 
International AfrporL it had 
been agreed at Wye that the 
airport would be allowed to 


CASH 
ALWAYS 
TIED UP IN 
INVOICES? 


Griffin 

get ►your ►cash flowing 


0800 34 34 35 


t, '-v if: ’ " ROMlU ! 










n 


N. 


9 > 


i » r* 




... r 




IjS^I * 


' cf. f 


Th« Guardian Friday November 6 1998 


WORLD NEWS 9 


Je n Nation struggles to rebuild on a sea of mud 
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HONDURAS/On a dirt road at La Piramide, 
Phil Gunson witnesses apocalyptic scenes as 
a population fights to get back on its feet 





T\ 
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T HE lOOft-wkte torrent 
of water that swept 
down the mountain 
snapped Honduras in 
two. What was once a 
bend in the two-lane, metalled 
road that winds through the 
pine-dad mountains separat- 
ing the capital Tegucigalpa 
fiom the main ports on the 
Caribbean is now an im- 
mense chasm. 

The road was the country’s 
commercial backbone, the 
steady flow of trucks carrying 
everything from oil to grocer- 
ies. Now the traffic has been 
replaced with a pathetic file 
of people laden with sacks 
and suitcases struggling 
across the slippery sides of 
the crater. 

The scenes along the high- 
way as it leaves Tegucigalpa 
for the north are apocalyptic. 
Hillsides where dozens of 
families once lived have been 
sliced away, burying victims 
under *«»< of rock and dirt. 

“You see that bend in the 
river, v said Sean Hawkey of 
the Irish volunteer organisa- 
tion Apso, pointing to a cou- 
ple of acres of flat land beside 
the Rio Chduteca. “That was 
once covered in houses.” 

Not a plank remains — it is 
as if the community had 
never existed. The statistics 
suddenly begin to make 
sense: 6^00 dead. 11,085 miss- 
ing, almo st 2 milli on inftired- 
Bulldozers work into the 
ni ght attemp tin g to fill the 1 
hole in the highway, which | 


the minister of foreign coop- 
eration, Moises Star km an, 
says “will be open in two or 
three days”, allowing the 
country to begin the huge 
task of economic reconstruc- 
tion. It se ams a hopelessly op- ' 
thnistic timetable. I 

On a nearby hilltop, uni- 
formed guards with shotguns I 
and assau lt rifles are guard- , 
ing a valuable cargo. With ! 
hundreds of thousands of 
people close to starvation, fro- 
zen chickens have become the 
equivalent of gold bullion. 


With thousands 
close to starvation, 
frozen chickens 
are the equivalent 
of gold bullion 

A pistol at his hip, Jorge 
Perez, a former army lieuten- 
ant, gazes unenthusiastically 
at what is now the only over- 
land route between the coun- 
try’s two main cities — a rut- 
ted dirt track rapidly turning 
into a muddy swamp littered 
with trapped vehicles. 

A hundred feet below us a 
Honduran Red Cross lorry is 
slewed across the track, al- 
most blocking it “It’s taking 
up to three hours to get our 
pickups through,” Mr Perez 
said. 


The Alcon food corporation 
Is trying to keep its supply 
lines open by shuttling the 
frozen chickens by pickup 
from one refrigerated con- 
tainer lorry to another along 
the fast deteriorating track. 

One overloaded vehicle be- 
came so embedded the driver 
had to escape through the 
window. 

Mr Pferez says of the 
storms: “I lost my house in 
Tegucigalpa. The landslides 
took my wife’s mother’s 
house as well, and everything 
she had. But, thank God, the 
family is okay." 

On Wednesday bodies were 
still being pulled from the 
mud in Tegucigalpa. Thirteen 
more victims, so badly decom- 
posed they could not be iden- 
tified. were quickly buried in 
a common grave. 

Adrian Fitzgerald, Apso's 
field director, says many 
areas are still cut off. the 
reason for m uch of the confu- 
sion over the final death tofl. 

"The government emer- 
gency committee told us 
they’d had a report of about 
150 people still dinging to 
trees in one part of the 
north," he said. “But when 
they finally got there, not one 
was left.” 

“We really don’t know what 
the numbers are,” Colonel 
Rene Osorio of the national 
emergency committee said. 
“There are places we still 
haven’t reached.” 

The radio carries messages 


from one stricken area to an- 
other “Will Monica Arellano 
please urgently contact her 
sister in Tegucigalpa" . . . 
“The hospital at San Lorenzo 
lacks even the most basic med- 
icines and is overwhelmed 
with injured people”. 

Tomas Restrepo, whose 
famil y owns a small b usiness 
In San Pedro Sula. is desper- 
ate to reach them but his 
small pickup needs four- 
wheel-drive to negotiate the 
dirt road. 

*Tve had no contact with 
them for nearly a week,” he 
said, as he pleaded for a tow. 
But the aid vehicle, heavily 
laden with food and medi- 
cines to take to the north, was 
in no position to help. Mr Res- 
trepo eventually turned back. 


‘Some 150 people 
were said to be 
clinging to trees 
but rescuers found 
not one left’ 


Most people are simply un- 
able to traveL Long queues of 
cars can be seen at all the cap- 
ital’s filling stations, and 
drivers are restricted to about 
a gallon and a half of petroL 
“The key is getting fuel into 
the cities,” the United States 
ambassador , James Creagan, 
said. “The capital, instead of 
giving out aid to the north, 
needs aid itself.” 

But the ambassador does 
not believe the people will 
starve, arguing that the 
country has plenty of food. 


"Obviously, you’ve got to be 

able to move it,” he said. 

Aid workers, however, are 
frustrated. Although the sup- 
plies for the homeless and 
hungry are beginning to flow, 
foe relief effort has been ham- 
pered by lack of coordination. 

When fuel and food starts to 
reach Tegucigalpa “it will be 
a trickle”, Mr Starkman said. 
"But this isn’t going to be the 
end of Honduras.” 

He admits the situation 
could get ugly, with possible 
civil unrest “What we have 
to do Is to ensure the danger 
does not become a reality.” 

Officials say 60 per cent of 
the country’s infrastructure 
has been destroyed. Standing 
on the dirt road at La Pira- 
mide. it is easy to believe tbe 
government’s claim that 40 
years of development have 
been wiped out. 

The cost of getting Hondu- 
ras back on its feet is put at a 
minimum of $2 billion, and 
voices are already being 
raised here to demand that 
the country's crippling, 
¥4 billion foreign debt be 
wiped from the slate. 

“From January to October 
this year, the government 
paid out $2S0 milli on in debt 
repayments," said Manuel 
Torres, a political and eco- 
nomic analyst. 

"That’s the equivalent of 
what is needed to repair the 
roads and bridges in Teguci- 
galpa. Churches, trade unions 
and many non-governmental 
organisations believe the debt 
should be turned into a recon- 
struction fund." 

As yet however, the gov- 
ernment has given no indica- 
tion that it is likely to take 
this approach. 


SUCCESS IS A DIRECT RESULT OF AMBITION, 
CONNECTIONS AND A REALLY GOOD T0-D0 LIST. 



A child wades through the flooded streets of La Ceiba. Because large parts of Honduras 
are still cut off the final death toll is unclear ' photograph: victor caivano 
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Jones lawyers quit case 
as Clinton turns tough 


The Guardian Friday November 6 1998 ? 


Martin Kettle In Washington 


T HE lawyers represent- 
ing Paula Jones In 
her long' running sex- 
ual harassment suit 
against President Bill Clinton 
have become so frustrated 
with her reluctance to settle 
the case that they are throw- 
ing in their hand. 

Mrs Jones’s current law- 
yers. drawn from a firm In 
Dallas and the rightwing 
Rutherford Institute in Vir- 
ginia, told her on Tuesday 
night that they will quit as 
soon as the federal appeals 
court rules on whether her 
claims against Mr Clinton 
can be reinstated. A decision 
is expected next month. 

The breach came as negoti- 
ations between the Clinton 
and Jones lawyers broke 
down again yesterday, with 
each side rejecting the other’s 
settlement proposal. The 
White House indicated pri- 
vately that the president is 
now less Interested in a deal 
in the light of this week's 
strong Democratic showing 
in the mid-term elections. 

Mrs Jones claims Mr Clin- 


ton invited her to a Little 
| Rock hotel room in 1991. be- 
fore he became president, and 
asked for oral sex. Mrs Jones | 
I says her career as a state em- 
ployee suffered as a result of i 
her refusal. The case was dis- 
missed by an Arkansas court 
in April. 

In telephone discussions be- 

The president is 
less interested in 
a deal after the 
mid-term elections 

tween the rival legal teams 
yesterday, Mrs Jones's law- 
yers offered to settle the case 
in return for $950,000 (about 
£600,000) from Mr Clinton, In 
addition to the SI million al- 
ready offered to her by the 
idiosyncratic New York mil- 
lionaire Abe HirsrhfMrf That 
offer was immediately 
rejected by the president's 
lawyers, whose $700,000 
counter-offer was turned 
down by the Jones team. 

This latest failure to settle 


signals a more uncompromis- 
ing stance by Mr Clinton, who 
is under less political pres- 
sure to get the case out of the 
way as a result of Tuesday's 
elections, and suggests that 
Mrs Jones may have missed 
her moment to secure a cash 
settlement Even if Mrs Jones 
succeeds In her appeal, her 
legal costs now exceed any- 
thing she may win either in 
or out of court 

Mrs Jones's problems are in- 
tensified by the parting of 
ways with her lawyers. This is 
the second time that lawyers 
acting for her have decided 
that they have had enough of 
her on-off attitude towards po- 
tential settlement deals. 

In September 1997. Mrs 
Jones balked at a £700.000 
settlement negotiated be- 
tween her then lawyers. 
Joseph Cam ma rata and Gil- 
bert Davis, and Mr Clinton's 
attorney Robert Bennett be- 
cause the president refused to 
offer an apology. Mr Cammar- 
ata and Mr Davis withdrew 
from the case. 

Mrs Jones is now losing the 
D allas firm of Rader, Fisher. 
Campbell and Pyke which has 
represented her with John 


Whitehead of the Rutherford 
Institute for the past 14 
months. 

The two attorneys who 

have been most Involved. 
Donovan Campbell and 
James Fisher, have become 
frustrated with Mrs Jones's 
inconsistent instructions. 

At the heart or the dispute 
is the influence exerted over 
their client by her husband 
Stephen Jones and her media 
adviser Susan Carpenter Mc- 
Millan. both of whom are en- 
couraging Mrs Jones to bold 
out for a bigger deal. 

Mr Campbell took on the 
appeal on condition that Mrs 
McMillan was no longer in- 
volved. After Mrs McMillan 
resumed her public role as 
Mrs Jones's adviser in 
September, Mr Campbell 
handed the case to Mr Fisher. 
Mrs Jones then hired Mrs Mc- 
Millan's husband, who is also 
a Lawyer, to represent her in 
negotiations with her other . 
attorneys. 

The event which appears to 
have precipitated the latest 
breach was a highly publi- 
cised meeting between Mrs , 
Jones and Mr Hirschfeld in \ 
Washington last weekend . 



Military spy put on ice begins 
to turn up the heat on France 

Details are emerging of the secret life of Major Pierre Bunel and why 
he betrayed Nato to the Serbs. Jon Henley reports in Paris 


H E IS 46 years old, 
stocky, bespecta- 
cled, unremark- 
able. Army col- 
leagues describe , 
him as a gifted intelligence | 
specialist. If a touch pompous: 
an outstanding linguist, 
prone perhaps to arrogance. 
It mpy be significant that 
most officers who graduated 
with him from France's elite 
Saint Cyr military academy 
in 1975 have since made colo- 
nel Pierre-Henri Bunel is 
still a major. 

Today, Maj Bunel Is in La 
Sante jail in Paris, accused of 
spying. He has admitted pass- 
ing to Belgrade secret docu- ! 
raents detailing the air 
strikes Nato planned last 
month to force tbe Yugoslav 
president, Slobodan Milose- 
vic. to withdraw Serb forces 
from Kosovo and end the per- 
secution of the ethnic Alba- 
nian population. 

His case is striking, not 
only because he attempted to 
derail the West’s efforts to 
halt another Balkan blood- 
bath. It provides farther con- 
firmation of a long-held belief 
in Washington and London 
that the French military can- 
not be trusted when it comes 
to dealing with the Serbs. 

Attached to France’s 40- 
strong Nato delegation in 
Brussels since mid- 1996, Maj 
Bunel was head of personal 
staff to its senior military ad- 
viser. General Pierre Wiroth. 
He had access to a great deal 
of classified Nato information 
and in four meetings between 
July and October this year he 
gave much of it to a colonel in 
the Serbian army intelligence 
service, Jo van Milanovic. 

According to an account of 
his interrogation last week by 
the DST French counter-intel- 
ligence service, obtained by 
Le Monde, Maj Bunel first 
met his handler in a Serb res- 
taurant in Brussels. In a 
lengthy second meeting at Col 
Milanovlc's home, he 
answered questions about 
"the number of planes to be 
used in air strikes, their 
dates, the location and nature 
of the targets selected by 
Nato. and the nature of a 
possible deployment of 


ground forces in Kosovo". 

In the pair's final meeting 
on October 1, Mai Bunel 
handed over a 25-page copy of 
the operational orders for an 
attack — a detailed outline of 
“the type of operation 
planned, the chain of com- 
mand and the decision-mak- 
ing process". 

He told the DST that he had 
acted alone, out of sympathy 
for the Serb cause. The DST 
report concluded he also had 
“an ambition to play an im- 
portant role in resolving an 
international crisis, and an 
ambiguous attraction for the 
world of intelligence''. 

But there is much that is 
odd about French reaction to 
his arrest. Tbe defence minis- 
ter, Alain Richard, and the 
foreign minister, Hubert Ve- 
drine, while describing the in- 
cident as "deeply regrettable" 
and "an act of treason”, said 
the information passed to the 
Serbs could not have endan- 
gered the planned air strikes. 
That hardly accords with the 
DSTs account 

The DST report also contra- 
dicts official statements that 
Maj Bunel had no undercover 
training, noting that after 
working as an Arab and 
English interpreter in the 
Gulf war, he worked in intel- 
ligence in Bosnia in 1996, and 
was rewarded with the Le- 
gion of Honour. 

Finally, the DST account 
stresses that his activities 
were uncovered by United 
States counter-intelligence, 
whereas the official Paris line 
is that French military intelli- 
gence unmasked him. 

While the scandal has 
prompted Mr Vedrine, General 
Philippe MoriUon, the former 
commander of United Nations 
peacekeeping forces in Bosnia 
in 199293, and the prime min- 
ister, Lionel Jospin, to repeat 
public denials that Paris har- 
bours any pro-Serbian bias, 
others could be forgiven for 
thinking otherwise. 

The relationship between 
the two countries dates back 
to the first world war. when 
the French navy saved the 
remnants of the Serb army 
after its long and heroic 
retreat. President de Gaulle 


always refused to visit Joslp 
Tito's Yugoslavia because 
Tito had ordered the execu- 
tion of Drazan Mihailovic, the 
Serb anti-communist resis- 
tance leader who had studied , 
with De Gaulle in Paris. 

Years later, President Fran- 
cois Mitterrand declared: 
“France win never be anti- 
Serb". And in 1994, after what j 
many in the French elite con- j 
sidered the premature recog- 
nition of Croatia and Slovenia 
by Germany, a retired French 
general Pierre-Marie Galiois, 
wrote to Radovan Karadic, 
the then Bosnian Serb leader, 
saying he regretted his “inca- , 
parity to stand beside your 
soldiers in the battle you are 
fighting in the name of our 
common cause — the right of 
nations to reject German 
Imperialism”. 

The French commander of 
UN forces in Sarajevo, Gen- 
eral Jean-Rene Bachelet, was 
recalled to Paris a year later 
for criticising the Dayton 
peace accords, saying they 
forced tbe Serbian population 
“to choose between the suit- 
case and the coffin". Then last 
December Mr Richard, called 
the Yugoslav war crimes tri- 
bunal in The Hague a “show 
court", prompting the tribu- 
nal’s chief prosecutor to 
retort that indicted war crim- 
inals felt “completely safe in 
the French sector". 

Finally, this summer. 
French authorities recalled 
Major Herve Gourmelon from 
Bosnia, after well-document- 
ed reports from Washington 
that his frequent secret con- 
tacts with Mr Karadzic had 
forced Nato to abort an immi- 
nent mission to arrest the for- 
mer Serb leader. A subse- 
quent French investigation 
cleared Maj Gourmelon of 
serious wrongdoing. 

Major Bunel could have 
been acting simply out of bit- 
terness at a long-delayed 
promotion. 

But despite the public pro- 
testations of French politi- 
cians and the firmness 
towards Serbia shown by 
President Jacques Chirac, his 
action can only tarnish 
France's already dubious rep- 
utation in former Yugoslavia. 


Pierre-Henri Bunel 
English interpreter 


Ml in Saudi Arabia In 1990. where he worked as an Arabic and 
the Gulf war photograph: pascal guyot 


UN war crimes team barred from entering Kosovo 



Louise Arbour (left) and GabrieUe Kirk McDonald of the war 
crimes tribunal criticise Yugoslavia's refusal to cooperate 


Stephen Bates In Brussels 

M FRESH clash between 
MW the government of the 
^^wV'ugoslav president 
, Slobodan Milosevic and the 
United Nations Security 
Council loomed last night as 
prosecutors from the 
International War Crimes 
tribunal in The Hague were 
denied visas to Launch an 
Investigation into alleged 
atrocities in Kosovo. 

A team of 12 

investigators, beaded by the 
chief UN war crimes 
prosecutor, the Canadian 
lawyer Louise Arbour, bad 
been due to fly to Belgrade 
today before going to 
Kosovo to examine claims of 
mass murders Including 


summary executions, 
wanton destruction and 
plundering of tbe province. 

Instead GabrieUe Kirk 
McDonald, the US president 
of the tribunal was angrily 
complaining to the Security 
Council last night that its 
mandate was being wilfully 
blocked by the Serb regime. 

“This conduct is a further 
example of the Federal 
Republic ofYugoslavia's 
utter disregard for the 
norms of the international 
community,” she said . 

“Essentially it has 
become a rogue state, one 
that holds the international 
rule of lawln contempt. . . 

“It is clear to me that I 
have an obligation, now 
that the prosecutor has 
reported non-compliance. 


to bring this matter to the 
Security Council.” 

Tbe tribunal applied for 
visas three weeks ago. It 
was told by the Yugolsav 
embassy in The Hague only 
on Wednesday night that 
the group could visit 
Belgrade, but would not be 
granted access to Kosovo. 
Ms Arbour tolda press 

conference: 

“I expect to be granted 
unimpeded, unfettered 
access to Kosovo as I have 
requested. My position Is 
supported by several 
Security Council 
resolutions.” 

The block on access is tbe 
first challenge to the UN’s 
authority since Mr 
Milosevic backed down 
three weeks ago in tbe face 


of th e threat of Nato air 
strikes and agreed to reduce 
troop levels in Kosovo. It 
bas been estimated that up 
to 300.000 ethnic Albanians 
have been made refugees 
during this year’s 
campaign in tbe province by 
Y ugoslav armed forces and 
police. . 

Last week Zo ran 
Knezevic. Yugoslavia’s 
justice minister, claimed: 

“The Hague tribunal has no 
place In Kosovo.” He added 
that access would only be 
granted to make the 
international community 
“better acquainted” with 
the situation there. 

A Tribunal spokesman 
said: "This is a direct 
challenge not only to us bat 
to the Security Council." 


In New York 


A MAN nicknamed 

Atomic Dog was being 
sought last night In the 
hunt for the killer of a doctor 
who performed abortions. 

James Kopp, an aggressive 
anti-abortion campaigner, is 
thought to have last been 
sighted jogging in the affluent 
suburb of Buffalo, west New 
York state, where Dr Barnett 
Slepian was shot dead In his 
home two weeks ago by a 
single sniper's bullet 
“We don't know where be 
is," Bernard Tolbert, an FBI 
agent, said. “We are looking 
for him everywhere we can." 

Mr Kopp is being sought as 
a material witness rather 
than a suspect in the killing, 
the fourth attack in as many 
years on doctors In Canada 
and New York State. 

His black Chevrolet Cava- 
lier was spotted several times 
in Amherst, on the outskirts 
of Buffalo, in the weeks before 
Dr Slepian was killed. Other 
than issuing a photograph of 
the 44-year-old from Vermont, 
investigators revealed few de- 
tails about Mr Kopp. 

He is thought to be a foot- 
loose campaigner who moves 
around the United States join- 
ing increasingly tense pro- 
tests ouside abortion clinics. 
One of his several arrests 
came in Atlanta in 1988 when 
there were huge demonstra- 
tions at the time of the Demo- 
cratic Party national conven- 
tion. His soubriquet Atomic 
Dog. investigators say, links 
him to the violent fringe of 
the anti-abortion movement 
The so-called Army of God 
has claimed responsibility for 
attacks sucb as the bombing 
of an abortion clinic in Bir- 
mingham, Alabama, in which 
an off-duty policeman was 
killed earlier this year. 




Janies Kopp. aka ‘Atomic 
Dog': Police think he can 
help catch doctor's killer 

two abortion clinics eight 
years ago. The couple’s son 
said yesterday that Mr Kopp 
was a "really nice guy" who 
did odd Jobs around the house 
in lieu of rent. 

“The focus of bis life was 
the anti-abortion movement" 
said the 20-year-old shipping 
clerk. “He was known among 
these people as Atomic Dog." 

A doctor in the Buffalo area 
was threatened in a telephone 
call to a Canadian newspaper 
a week after Dr Slepian’s 
murder. The caller was 
thought to be a man who had 
left a poster of Dr Slepian 
with the words Jew and Killer 
scrawled across It In a police 
station the day before. 


Nasa is over the 
moon with Glenn 


i Borger in Washington 


W HEN the crew of the 
Discovery shuttle 
returns to earth 
tomorrow, Nasa's hierar- 
chy will fete one of the most 
successful missions in 
years. In only nine days the 
astronauts have Inspired 
the media's rediscovery of 
space. 

John Glenn’s second ven- 
ture Into the cosmos has 
brought glamour to the 
routine of the Shuttle pro- 
gramme. whose only signif- 
icant publicity had been 
dlsasterous — the Chal- 
lenger explosion In 1986. 

The veteran astronaut 
and senator, aged 77, has 
been a prime-time televi- 
sion fixture, floating good- 
naturedly in front of the 
cameras, charming the 
nation with old-fas hio ned 
folksy humility, urging 
Americans to vote, and on 
Wednesday night joking 
with the TV comedian. Jay 
Leno, on the Tonight Show. 

Earthbound politicians 
have been queuing to bask 
in the Glenn feel-good 
factor. 

Yesterday he beamed 
some of It down in a chat 
with Vice-President A1 
Gore, wanning up for his 
presidential campaign 


The on-camera bonhomie. 
343 miles above earth, is 
i for more important to Nasa 
than the results of the age- 
ing -in -space experiments 
I conducted by Mr Glenn. 

Wbat really counts is Na- 
sa's appeal for extra fund- 
ing for its bid to build a 
space station with the Rus- 
sians. starting on Novem- 
ber 20. As Russia is having 
severe problems funding its 
part of the project, Nasa 
desperately needs a sympa- 
thetic Congress. 

Mr Glenn did his part 
during a press conference 
from space yesterday, say- 
ing: “I proposed we double 
Nasa’s budget over the next 
four-year period when I 
was still there in Washing- 
ton and 1 think that's some- 
thing we should be working 
toward, because the pro- 
gramme is so valuable." 

The flight commander. 
Colonel Curtis Brown, has 
been overshadowed by the 
space legend, and it showed 
on the Tonight Show on 
Wednesday night. Mr Leno 
asked whether Mr Glenn 
kept telling the shuttle 
crew "how tough it was In 
the old days, how cramped 
it was. how small it was, 
how lucky you young 
punks are?” 

“Only when he’s awake,” 
Colonel Brown shot back. 
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n defence of 
the republic 


F ROM time to time 
one cranes across a 
journalist who is 
passionate about 
ideas and preoccu- 
pied by something that ren- 
ders him indignant Such a 
Journalist was Christian Je- 
len. who has died aged GO. 

The subjects which made 
him angry usually involved 
duplicity along with a failure 
to understand. The first con- 
cerned the French Commu- 
nist Party (PCF) and certain 
socialists; who knew that 
there was much that was ab- 
horrent in the Soviet Union 
but affected not to know. This 
was duplicity. But they also 
'{ailed to understand the na- 
ture of Stalin ism; there was 
an absence of analysis, an In- 
ability to assess; Thus Jelen 
had to denounce a blindness 
that was at once deliberate 
and involuntary.- - 
Among the other topics that 
aroused him was. racialism. 


and most recently what he 

the result of well-meaning 
actions on the part of those 
who wish to accommodate Im- 
migrants, but who, through 
an enthusiasm fra: multi-cul- 
turalism are undermining the 
French idea of the nation. 

Jelen was particularly in- 
terested in questions of immi- 
gration since he was the son 
of a Polish couple who had 
settled in France during the 
1930s. He was bom In 1938 
and lived in Paris. Having 
been educated at a commer- 
cial college, he spent his life 
in publishing and journalism. 
He worked for the three most 
important weekly papers, Le 
Nouvel Observateur, L’ Ex- 
press and. Cor. the last 10 
years, Le Point He also wrote 
some 12 books. 

One of bis first investiga- 
tions was into the Krav- 
chenko affair. Kravchenko, 
whose book, I Chose Freedom, 
published in France in 1947, 
had sold half a nuiunn copies, 
sued a French communist 
paper in 1949. His attack on 
Stalinist Russia and its con- 
centration camps bad suppos- 
edly been manufactured in 


Paul Baker 

-4 — -.» 


the United States and was not 
the product of a fliami^ ip ned 
refugee from the Soviet 
Union. What interested Jelen 
in this legal battle (which 
ended in a victory for Krav- 
chenko) was the manner in 
which the supporters of Sta- 
lin’s Russia made an equation 1 
between the US Hitler, 
and between France and the 
Soviet Union. 

What interested him also 
was the silence of the leading 
French intellectuals. Sartre's 
review of Kravchenko's book 
pointed out that there were 
concentration camps in other 
countries, such as Greece; the 
left-wing Catholics main- 
tained that the Soviet commu- 
nists were only following in 
the Tsarist tradition. 

On immigration Jelen 
spoke with conviction and 
feeling. He recalled that when 
his Gather arrived in Paris, he 
had to find work or face star- 


Jelen’s anxieties 
concerned racial 
and religious 
persecution 


vatkm: there was no social se- 
curity available for him. Now- 
adays there would: that was 
progress. But his parents 
taught him that he had to be 
French, which created prob- 
lems for him. He was 
ashamed of the accents in his 
parents’ spoken French; he 
did not like it when Polish 
cooking was praised. Why 
couldn’t his grandmother be 
famous for her steak and 
chips? And his friend at 
school, who was of Italian ori- 
gin. bad been told by his 
parents that he should not be 
openly jubilant when Italian 
cyclists such as Bartali and 
Coppi won the Tour de 
France. 

Thus certain constraints 
were accepted, and this was 
not tyranny: It was the volun- 
tary recognition of the nation- 
state of France where the Im- 


migrants lived. The alterna- 
tive, as is now evident, is 
1 nndti-culturalism. TWs, Jelen 
argued, could be a valid argu- 
ment against the tyranny of a 
minority — such as the 
whites in South Africa — bat 
when minorities were pro- 
tected by the state, there was 
no reason why the fragmenta- 
tion of culture should stop. 

Naturally, he had much to 
say about the large Muslim 
population in France. His 
acode tlBs concerned ggcu and 
religious persecution, against 
which there were laws. But he 
was also concerned about the 
decision to allow Mimiim girls 
to wear headscarves in state 
schools (with few exceptions). 
The argument in favour of 
thin WHS that it gnahlpvl girls 

from Miiciim famfliq) to enter 

tfiw mainstream of French 
society and not remain clois- 
tered in the family home. But 
It also meant, according to Je- 
len, a complete reversal of 
French national values. The 
republican model would no 
longer exist It depended cm 
the school. 

Similarly, the discovery by 
the distinguish ed historian, 
Jacques Le Goff, that in a cer- 
tain number of lyctes, pupils 
from immigrant societies 
were excused from studying 
French history, deeply 
shocked Jelen. France, as the 
model of integration, was dis- 
appearing. He suggested that 
France imploding under the 
menace of multi-cultu ralism 
would became a France of an- 
tagonisms and social conflict 

Such views were never pop- 
ular. But Jelen, who carried 
out much of his research in 
the towns and suburbs con- 
cerned, dismissed political 
correctness. History for him 
was the history of mental- 
ities. Journalism was the 
attack on that which was 
false. Jelen, who leaves a wife 
and two children, will be 
greatly missed. 



Douglas Johnson 


Christian Jelen, journalist and 
author, bom August 23, 1938; 
died October 25, 1998 


The good medicine man 


P AUL BAKER, who. has 
died aged. 60, used the 
unlikely vehicle of phar- 
macy to work quiefly but ef- 
fectively for social chan ge. 
For more than a decade he 
ran a chemist’s shop on the 
deprived Bottershaw estate in 
Bradford, bamming a friend 
and, in some cases, a life- 
saver of those at the bottom of 
society’s heap. 

with his wife, Maureen, he 
also took his talents abroad. 
In the 1970s the couple played 
a key part In establishing a 
collective drugs purchasing 
policy for Zambia. More 
recently, Baker worked with 
the World Health Organisa- 
tion in Ethiopia, rebuilding 
pharmaceutical services after 
the Eritrean war. 

None of this was apparent 
in the mild-mannered figure 
In a white coat who slipped in 
and out of the dispensing 
room to bid customers good 
day. Baker was happiest get- 
ting on with the practical side 
without a toss. As part of his 
retirement, he had negotiated 
an ordinary assistant phar- 
macist's Job for a few days a 
week at a psychiatric hospital 
near Leeds. 

Baker was bran in Chapel- 
town, Leeds, to a Jewish fern- 


,V. H: 


du 


Baker . . . secular humanist 

fry, renouncing the faith early 
on in favour of a carefully 
thought-out secular human- 
ism.- He studied pharmacy at 
Manchester and Liverpool, 
before meeting Maureen at a 
CND rally and uniting his 
serious radicalism with her 
Irish fizz. 

After a happy spell at a 
Leeds brewery, which sacked 
him after he told the manag- 
ing director, "You are the 
man, the very fine man, who 
waters the workers’ beer”, he 
went on the road as a pharma- 
ceutical rep. Work for Glaxo 
and other drug companies 


tau ght fr *™ much about the 
trade which he later used to 
good effect on Buttershaw 
un d hi /j i n)hfa» 

His work in Africa brought 
medicines within reach of or- 
dinary Zambians and Ethiopi- 
ans on an unprecedented scale 
and bolstered the country's 
governments in their dealings 
with drug mqltlnwtionfllfl. In 
Bradford, be developed a par- 
ticular Skill in responsibly 
dispensing methodone to her- 
oin addicts, combining the 
drug with patient attempts to 
befriend his customers and 
hdlp them by putting his hu- 
manist belieft into practice. 

With Ma o reen, herself a 
well-known community 
worker in West Yorkshire. 
Baker was a determined cam- 
paigner against racism, often 
winning battles through hu- 
mour and charm. A devotee of 
rugby league and cricket as 
well as poetry and p a i n ti ng , 
he spent much time with 


Maureen, who survives him, 
as do their two daughters, son 
and four grandchildren. 


Martin Watewright 


Interest 

rate 

change 


Allied Irish Bank (GB) announces chat 
with effect from close, of business on 
5 November 1998 its Base Rate was 
dec reas ed from 7.25% to 6.75% pa.- 

: diked Irah (SB) 
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Paul Baker, pharmacist and 
nodal reformer, bom December 
30, 1937; died November 1, 1998 


A Country Diary 


GLOUCESTERSHIRE: After 
10 years at The Droppings we 
have moved to a nice bit of 
medieval stone In Tetbtny. 
But we will have an ongoing 
interest in the Herdwick 
frock, most of which will now 
be grazing around Woodcbes^ 
ter Mans ion — the unfinished 
country house, abandoned 
more than a century ago. The 
house, which lies in a deep 
fold below Nympsfleld, Is sur- 
rounded by grazing land now 
owned by the National Trust 
We left a small number of 
animals, Including Miss 
Piggy and Tlggywinkle (both 
young ewes), at Upper Cam to 
keep the grass down, but the 
main group of adult ewes and 
the ram. Tiny Willie, were 
loaded into a trailer before 
our move. If you stop in a 
National Trust holiday cot- 
tage — and I would recom- 
mend such an adventure- — 
notices often tell you that the 
carpets are made from the 
wool of Herdwick sheep. So 
you can see why the local 
trust representative was 
pleased to accept our flock. I 
imagine that by this time of 
autumn Tiny Willie will have 
started his Charm offensive 
on the ewes as they come Into 
season. So spring lambs ought 
to be included In the package 
tor visitors to Woodehester 
Mansion next April _ 

• COLJjN LDCKHURST 


A family affair . . . Charlie Foxx and his sister Inez on stage — instantly identifiable by the evocative power of their big hit song* hedfi 

Charlie Foxx 

Diamond rings and mockingbirds 

C 


HA RF.TK FOXX, who 
has died aged 58, and 
his sister, Inez, were 
a popular duet on the 
American rhythm and blues 
scene of the 1960s, occupying 
roughly the same sector of the 
African-American entertain- 
ment business as Mickey and 
Sylvia, of Looe Is Stnmge 
feme, or Ike and Tina Turner, 
whom they rather resembled. 
Like the Turners, too, they 
made one recording that both 
Instantly identifies them and 
has steadily increased in 
evocative power. 

Mockingbird, released in 
1963, had a first life entirely 
different from Dee and Tina's 
Rtoer Deep, Mountain High 
(1966), being successful to the 
United States, where it 
reached the Top 10, but at- 
tracting only a specialised au- 


dience in Britain. More than 
three decades later, however, 
both songs bask in the perpet- 
ual sunlight shining on the 
puMndc where old pop war- 
horses graze and grow fat on 
the income from re-issues, 
movie soundtracks and other 
residuals. 

The two songs have some- 
thing else in common; a link 
with childhood. River Deep 
begins with a child’s rag 
doll, while Mockingbird’s 
nursery-rhyme lyrics and 
call-and-response structure 
betray its origin as a tradi- 
tional children’s playground 
song. The connection has 
quite often generated succes- 
fnl novelty records, such as 
Shirley Ellis’s The Clapping 
Song, or indeed Bo Diddley’s 
Bo Diddley, which a folklor- 
ist would probably classify 


as a variant text of the Mock- 
ingbird motif. 

Charlie Foxx was bom in 
Greensboro, North Carolina, 
where he and Inez, five years 
his junior, sang in gospel 
choirs and performed to local 
dubs. They moved to New 
York in 1963 and soon signed 
with Juggy Murray’s Sue Re- 
cords — yet another connec- 
tion with Ike and Tina 
Turner, whose hit record, A 
Fool In Looe, was on that 
label Mockingbird was ini- 
tially released under Inez's 
name, but subsequent records, 
like Hi Diddle Diddle and 
Hummingbird, gave brother 
and sister a joint credit 

Though Mockingbird made 
no impression an the British 
pop chart and its successor 
the following year. Hurt By 
Looe, was only a minor hit the 


Foxxes had a significant 
underground following in 
Britain and were able to tour 
here twice in 1964, on their 
second visit joining a bill 
headed by the Rolling Stones. 
Later records, however, 
whether- for Sue or Dynamo, 
had only fleeting success in 
the US and none elsewhere. 

By 1968 Charlie Foxx had 
begun to interest himself in 
record production and had 
worked with Jerry Williams 
on Gene Pitney's She’s A 
Heartbreaker, he would con- 
tinue to produce obscure but 
estimable soul records. The 
following year he and Inez 
ended their professional 
association, just as a re- 
released Mockingbird was 
squawking once more In the 
toid-section of the British 
Charts. The song, as it proved. 


simply would not go away. In 
1974 its amicable dialogue 
was recreated by Cariy Simon 
and James Taylor, and in 1982 
by the British group, the Belle 
Stars. 

It periodically turns up, too, 
in the background of sixties- 
themed movies. When Charlie 
and Inez were honoured at a 
1995 Hollywood awards cere- 
mony by the Rhythm to* 
Blues Foundation, it was 
surely for that one impervi- 
ous anthem;- which they duly' 
sang to a standing ovation. 

Foxx leaves a wife and a 
son. 


Tony Russell 


Ajit 


Kill ’em with style 

|1 wh 

■ of 


Indian actor Ajit* 
who has died at the age 
76, was Bollywood’s 
favourite villain. Casting 
aside did stereotypes, he de- 
veloped an Impressive line to 
chan&tog, but ruthless, psy- 
chopaths. He freed his char- 
acters of their outward feroc- 
ity, replacing it with a human 
face which laughed, talked 
and cracked jokes. Bis histri- 
onics drove home the point 
that a hardened criminal 
could look and behave like 
anyone on tiie street 

Ajifs most influential role 
came playing a ruthless Killer 
called Tfjja in Prakash Meh- 
ra's 1973 film Zanjeer (The 
Chain). Its box office success 
unleashed a spate of similar 
rQles — to Nassir Hussain’s 
Yasdon KiBaraat (Procession 
of Memories), C hand’s 
Dharma and Romanand Sa- 
gar’s Charas (Cannabis). 

In all these productions Ajit 
played an' evil killer, com- 
pletely at ease with himself 
and the world. Audiences 
loved the way he joked, played 
biQiards and lounged around 
swimming pools surrounded 
by beautilUl girls. Much cf his 
later work was typical 
Bollywood pap, but audiences 
continued to follow the career 
of their favourite, cigar-smok- 
ing, underworld don. 


M MERY 
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few In Asti’s 50- 
career knew that 
real name was Ha- 
mid Ali Khan , fhwf he haflwl 
from a respectable Pathan 
family to Hyderabad, or that 
several generations of his 
family had served in the Brit- 
ish Army. Indeed his father, 
Bashir Ali Khan, had wanted 
his son to follow to the family 
footsteps. Instead, the young 
man ran away with 113 
rupees (barely £2) to try his 
luck in films. 

Ajit got his first lead role in 
I960 to K Amaranth's Betfa- 
soor (Innocent), opposite Mad- 
hubala. Ten years later, he 
landed the part of Durian 
Singh, a feithflil Hindu sol- 
dier of Prince Salim, hi the K 
Asif classic MughalrBAzam 
(The Emperor of the Mngh- 
als), generally regarded as In- 
dia's best scripted historical 
drama. Two of his many films 
in the next decade --P L San- 


toshi’s Opera House (1961) and 
T Prakash Rao's Sooraj (Sun. 
1966), were big hits, but it was 
not until 1973 and Zanjeer 
that he found his real home as 
a character. 

During his career Aglt was 
forced to perform many 
stunts, and he often recalled 
how hfa life had been saved 
by sheer lock. “I was going 
upstairs with a tiger in a lift 
when the tiger's tail got stuck 
in between the doors. With 
the roar I froze and thought 
that was the end. Thank 
Allah, someone opened the 
door. It took me time to be- 
lieve I was alive**. 

to the early 1980s a severe 
heart problem forced Ajit to 
end his career. After undergo- 
ing a bypass operation he 
retired to Hyderabad, though 
he later made occasional ap- 


pearances in F Siddiqui’s Ji- 
gar (Dear, 1992) and Dev An- 
and’s Gangster (1994). 

Ajit married an En glish - 
woman, Gwendalyn Rita De 
Monte, to 1932. It didn't work 
and be married again, this 
time to a traditional Muslim. A 
smuggler and an underworld 
don on the screen, he 
remained in real life a gentle- 
man and a devout Muslim. His 
typical dialogue delivery cre- 
ated famous Ajit jokes, which 
regularly appeared in news- 
papers and magazi n es, and are 
still updated on the Internet 
each day. He is survived by his 
wife and three sons. 


Lallt Mohan Joshi 


Ajit (Hamid Ali Khan), actor, 
bom January 27, 1922; died Oc- 
tober 21, 1988 


Birthdays 


Dr James Barber, political 
scientist, 67; Prof Lord 
Bauer, economist, 83; Janies 
Bowman, counter-tenor, 57; 
Frank Carson, comedian, 72; 
Colin Christopher, trades 
unionist, 66; Ray Conl£f, 
songwriter, 82; Sally Field, 
film actress. 52; Dr Keith 
Griffin, economist, 60; Nigel 
Havers, actor. 49; Beraat 
Klein, designer, 76; Stephen 
Ladyman, Labour MF, 46; 


Charlie Foxx, singer, guitarist, 
songwriter end record producer, 
bom October 29. 1939; died 
September 18, 1998 


Mark McCormack, sports 
promoter, 68; Leonard Mi all, 
historian, 84; David Mont- 
gomery, chief executive. Mir- 
ror Group Newspapers. 50; 
Mike Nichols, film and 
theatre director, 67; Susie Or- 
bacb. psychotherapist, 52; 
Amanda Popham, ceramic 
artist, 44; P J Proby, rock 
singer, 60; Gen Sir David 
Ramsbotham, chief inspec- 
tor of prisons, 64; Prof Sir 
Martin Roth, psychiatrist, 
82; Ron Saunders, football 
manager, 66. 


CORRECTIONS AND CLARIFICATIONS 



Hooray for Bofrywood-.-ASStwith leading lady in the 1950s 


VICTIM SUPPORT has asked 
us to make its function clear 
to readers who may have 
noted a reference to the 
or ganisati on to a Letter to the 
Editor about Ron Davies, pub- 
lished on page 19, November 3, 
In which the writer said, “the 
Victim Support panel disal- 
lowed certain items of com- 
pensation . . Victim Support 
is a national charity which 
offers help to more than a 
minio n victims of crime each 
year, but it is not itself respon- 
sible for pairing compensation 
to victims erf" crime. Victims of 
violent crime can apply for an 
award from the Criminal Inju- 
ries Compensation Authority, 
which is a government 
agency. Victim Support can 
help individuals making 
claims, but is to no way res- 
ponsible for the granting of 
awards or for any conditions 
applied. Any victim or witness 
seeking help or information 
can call the Victim Support- 
line on 0845 3030900. 

IN AN article about parents 
who take illegal drugs, page 7. 
G2. November 4, we referred 
to the need “to raise £380 a day 
to score a gramme erf heroin". 
That should have been £80. 

SIR GEORG SOLTI acciden- 
tally became Lord Solti in a 
caption on page 21, Friday 
Review, October 23. 

READERS who thought they 
saw the same Austin cartoon 
on page l on successive days, 
yesterday and the day before, 
did. Sorry about that 

It is the policy of the Guardian 
to correct errors as soon as 
possible. Please quote date and 
page number. Readers may 
contact the office of the Read- 
ers’ Editor by telephoning 0171 


239 9589 between llam and 
5pm. Monday to Friday. Sur- 
face mail to Readers’ Editor, 
The Guardian, 119, Farring- 
don Road. London EClR 3ER. 
Fax : 0171 239 9897. E-mail: 
readeriS&uardiarLco.uk 


Death Notices 


LANDELLS. Pntaur John Wfeipm* 
OAE, aped 87 years. dMd on 3rd Novem- 
ber 1896. at Si Georoe's Hospital, London, 
alter a short Illness. A fulfill Inn medical 
career over B decades, mainly M the 
London Hospital Medical College, eulmfnai- 
Ino won a Joyful poaKetnemert ia years at 
the reopened University oi Addis Ababa. 
EtWopta (1978-1B94J. Funeral at ms Norm 
East Surrey Cronwprium an Thursday 1201 
November 1898 at 9pm. Donations, If 
desired, w me Hamlin Churchoi Cnikiblrtn 
Injury Trust (Dr Catherine Hamlin's Fistula 
Hopsltai, Addis Ababa.) c/a WA Truetove. 
>1B Coronal ton Rood, button. SMI 4RL. 
0181 W2 8Z11. 

MALONEY. Paul David Andrew, aged 34 
years, our Bret son. left this life peacefully 
m Wigan and Leigh Hospice on November 
«h 1998 Ha mum. vertmtea. dad, Jim. hie 
brother ChrtGtoptior and all hie tamly ana 
irienda will always feel ms loss. Funeral 
details Hum Edwards. Funeral Directors, 
Hoimwaod, Dicconson Terrace. Wigan 
01942 621215 

SEWARD. Paul, his grieving friends end 
latnlly the world over regret u announce 
Ms untimely death In Leeds, aged 44 on 
Wednesday 3rd November from naan fail- 
ure. His funeral will t» held cm Monday 9B> 
November 1999. ipm « St Michael's Par- 
ish Church. Haadtogley. tonowad by Intern- 
merd alLawnswooa Cemetery. Family Itow- 
ere only. Donations to the National AIDS 
Trust or Christum Aid. BJmmm are the 
crack ad tor they shall let m ms ngra. 
STjCANSIEDT. Rosemary, funeral at The 
Chapel o» Rea m Dinas uawddwy on Man- 
day Bth November ail lam. Burial at Aoer* 
dovey Gemote ry at 12pm. 

In Memoriam 

DOLBY, Alan. A beautiful man. husband, 
tamer of Vanessa. Georgia and Edmund 
and Wend to many. We mm you. Linda. 


Births 


nOBtNSON-MMSRSL Joseph. b£«h Octo- 
ber 1999 Id Caroline and Nick. Hat made 
two lives very much happier. 


Birthdays 


WARBUHRML Harry, Happy BStn Birthday. 
■To place your armouncemeot telephone 
9171 713 456V or tax 0T71 713 47U7 betwesn 
8am and 3pm Mon-Fri. 
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Matthew 

Norman 


T HE Diary has admired 
Andrew Mackay , the 
anarcho-satirist who 
moonlights as Tory North- 
ern Ireland spokesman, 
ever since he chose the week 
of the Stormont talks fora 
safari holiday in Namibia. A 
day after Sheila Cassidy 
wrote here of being tortured 
by Pinochet, what a treat, 
then, to receive a copy of 
Andrew’s letter in the Bir- 
mingham Post on May 9. 
1976. “We appear to have no 
proof of torture except the 
young lady's word," wrote 
the then parliamentary can- 
didate for Stachford, racing 
the recall of our ambassa- 
dor from Santiago, “and I 
have not seen any medical 
evidence which could cor- 
roborate her harrowing 
story." My colleague Simon 


Bowers rings for achat. 
“Who is this woman?" asks 


Andrew. We explain. “I’ve 
written 30,000 letters since. 
I can’t remember every 
word I wrote." We’ll 
refresh yon. ‘Tm not 
remotely interested." 
Simon reads it anyway. “I 
stand by my comments 
made at the time." he says. 
Were you 14 when you 
wrote it? “What?" Well, it 
might be a forgivable out- 
buret from a 14-year-old. 
“That's crass and stupid." 
says Andrew. “There’s no 
point continuing this con- 
versation." What a talent. 
William Hague richly de- 
serves him. 


A nother pr triumph 
for the BBC. After a 
not entirely brilliant 
month (the Mandelson edict 
being but the latest fiasco), 
management yesterday 
sought to raise staff morale 
from its historic low with a 
letter to BBC news staff all 
the way up to executive pro- 
ducers. It explained that 
times are hard, money is 
tight, management prolifer-, 
ation blah blah blah .'and 
would they all please,, 
please sod off out of it '(or " ' 
“take early redundancy”). 
“The timing’s teriffic. and 
there’s a real bus about the 
place now,” says a senior 
news figure. “It’s the bum 
of the chainsaw coming to 
lop off our heads.” 


S EVERAL papers car- 
ried both adverts for 
Marks & Spencer 
clothes and news of the 
firm's difficulties on 
Wednesday. However, only 
the Independent had the wit 
to put the advert on page 
six. and the story (“Has 
M&S lost its way In the High 
Street?*’) right next to it on 
page seven. Hats off. 


A FTER the delightful 
ground-breaking eve- 
ning with my friend 
Mandy Mandelson I was dis- 
tressed to learn that Mr 
Tony was vexed by yester- 
day's Diary, with its ac- 
count of the event. I have it 
on good authority that he 
even accused Mandy of 
“selling out" by coming to 
dinner at my house on Fri- 
day night. In a tough, no 
nonsense counterstrike, the 
editor then accused me of 
“selling out”, hinting at an 
imminent transfer to the in- 
dustrial desk. Mandy. 
meanwhile, could be 
headed for Northern Ire- 
land. lam mortified to have 
lauded my friend in trouble 
with his boss, and be no 
doubt feels the same. We are 
now, Mandy and I, utterly 
alone, our careers hanging 
by a thread. Still, whatever 
happens, we’ 11 always have 
Shepherds Bush. 


W HAT’S good enough 
for the Trade Secre- 
tary will not do. 
apparently, for young 
Lorna Fltzsimons, the 
saucy MP for Rochdale. We 
rang her office yesterday to 
ask her to lunch yet again. 
“Well, what do you think?” 
replied her researcher. 
“We're very flattered, but 
we're not going to waste tax- 
payers’ money — ” We'd 
hardly expect Lorna to pay. 
“No. this call Is wasting tax- 
payers’s money. I’m very 
busy and so is Lorna. "(Do 
you wonder why I’ve 
banned young people from 
reading th is column?) You 
do know, don't yon, we add 
menacingly’, that we had 
Mandy for dinner. T know 
you did. Sorry, but we’re too 
busy for the forseeable." 


I N Great Falls. Montana, 
Raymond Lntz has nar- 
rowly foiled to escape 
prosecution after being 
nicked doing 104 miles an 
hour in a 45 mph zone. Mr 
Lutz came up with a credi- 
ble excuse (“I’d just done 
washing my truck and was 
tryi ng to dry it off"), reports 
FHM magazine, but this 
Sheriff John Strandell wil- 
fully chose to Ignore. 
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On the yellow line with a parking 
attendant who pretended I didn’t exist 


Aitkenhead 




I T JS often said that living 
in a big city like London 
can be dangerous. I tear the 
greatest of danger is that it 
will turn you into a bore. 
London’s fans claim that the 
capital fizzes with witty, met- 
ropolitan badinage, but In my 
experience, wbhh people whoi' 
live in London get togethg^, 
they like nothing better man 
to bore on about parting. ' ^ 
I have spent whole evenings 
in the company of Londoners 
who talked of nothing but the 
tuning of parking attendants’ 
rota shifts in a particular post 
code, and of how many min- 
utes you may leave your car 
unattended in such-and-such 
street before it is clamped. My 
worry is that I might be start- 
ing to mistake this for inter- 
esting conversation, and am 
about to join in. 

So It Is with much trepida- 
tion that I relay the following 
story, in the hope that it is 
more suggestive than just an- 
other party parking anecdote. 
One morning last week, I left 
my car on a yellow line on the 
street near my flat. Returning 
three minutes later. I found a 
parking attendant getting 
ready to issue a ticket What 
followed was surreal 
1 did the usual futile rou- 
tine — oops, so sorry, ha ha, 
is it okay if I move it right 
now? etc. Everyone tries this, 
and it never works; the atten- 
dant always says you’re too 
late, and carries on with the 
ticket. On this occasion, the 
attendant said nothing at all 
He didn't look up. He pre- 
tended I wasn't there. He car- 
ried on processing the ticket 
It was as though he were deaf 
and dumb, a piece of pre- 
programmed robotic 
machinery. 

Printing out a ticket takes 
maybe four or five minutes. 
During that time, we stood a 
few feet away from each 
other, and I asked him ques- 


tions. Could he hear me? Did 
he know I was there? Would 
he look at me? Was he going 
to talk to me? Was he going to 
say anything at all? Passers- 
by stopped and stared at the 
spectacle of Wro people stand- 
ing next to each other, both 
involved, /in the same ex- 
r fo a ggp,. ggd one of them 
^refusing to.'acknowledge that 
the other one was there. The 
attendant placed the ticket on 
the windscreen, turned and 
walked off stare still fixed at 
aS&degreeangle. 

There is a standard case for 
arguing that parking control 
has gone mad. People com- 
plain that armies of commis- 
sion-hungry attendants are 
scouring the streets, backed 
up by private companies who 
employ thugs to tew away 
your car for an extortionate 
fee. You hear about thorough- 
ly unpleasant scenes at car 
pounds, and the angry opin- 
ion say they should be abol- 
ished. It’s a familiar com- 
plaint, and understandable 
enough, but not very sound. 

Parking control is a per- 
fectly legitimate exercise, and 
if all the traffic wardens and 
clampers were made redun- 
dant tomorrow, London 
would grind to a halt You 
don’t get towed away unless 
you park illegally, and I 
wouldn't have got a ticket if I 
hadn't parked on a yellow 
line. It was entirely reason- 
able, if annoying, for the at- 
tendant to give me a ticket. 
That isn’t the point 


A lternatively, there 
are those who look at 
the pressure.on parking 
in cities and conclude that 
this is the inevitable conse- 
quence of a car culture. If 
public transport is useless, 
cars are fetish ised. and com- 
pany cars are society's semi- 
tax-free trophies, of course we 
will encounter problems over 


where to put them alL There 
Is some obvious truth In this, 
but that is also another 
argument 

The profoundly depressing 
point about last week’s en- 
counter with the attendant 
was not that I will have to pay 
a fine, which is normal 
eftougb, but. that he would not 
even register that anyone else 
was there, which 1 do not 
think should he normal at alL 
It wasn't an aggressive en- 
counter — I was too stunned 
to raise my voice — and it 
was only a parking ticket It 
would be preferable if he 
issued 10 tickets at a go, and 
said something in the pro- 
cess, than had been reduced 
to the role of wordless autom- 
aton. It was an alienated, de- 
humanised exchange. 

You would hope that this 
was the behaviour of one de- 
moralised attendant who is 
sick of his job. It turns out 
that Camden Council, his em- 
ployer, actually trains its 
parking attendants to act as if 
the public do not exist. 
Apparently, this is the ap- 
proved strategy to prevent 
their staff being assaulted. So 
a local authority trains its 
staff to blank the people who 
elected it, and regards this as 
good practice. 

A colleague recently wit- 
nessed a doctor Jump from his 
car and rush into a house, 
clearly on an emergency call. 
So did a parking attendant, 
and she crossed the street to 
issue a ticket My colleague 
pointed out that this was a 
doctor on call. She ignored 
him. Only when he tried to 
put money in the meter him- 
self was she induced to talk to 
him , and she told him to mind 
hig “own effing business’*. 

The mistake is to think 
about these tiny incidents in 
terms of parking controL 
Parking is just a banal fact of 
life, but when people in cities 


are reduced to behaving like 
this, it is neither banal nor a 
necessarily inevitable fact of 
life. Each time we strip away 
another layer of social lubri- 
cant removing h uman beings 
from Innocuous everyday In- 
teractions. we' undo the basic 
norms necessary for large 
numbers of people • to live 
together in the same small 
spaces. It may seem more "ef- 
ficient" to do so, because 
human contact is messy and 
unpredictable and difficult to 
controL but it is also deeply 
damaging. 


S OCIETY is engaged in 
an endless debate about 
why it is that we seem 
to be getting less civilised. 
Where did road rage come 
from? How come teenagers 
are abusive? How come 
patients attack nurses? Why 
are assaults on police going 
up? There are an infinite 
number of answers, and how 
one council trains Its parking 
attendants is only a tiny frac- 
tion of one. But as an example 
of the way in which our res- 
ponse to the problem only 
serves to compound it, it is 
instructive. It does not take a 
behavioural psychologist to 
point out fruit if people are 
treated by authority as if they 
do not exist, they are likely to 
react badly. 

The danger of becoming a 
parking bore in London is 
more worrying than the odd 
parking ticket On reflection, 
however, the danger of 
regarding as normal the 
tr aining - of parking atten- 
dants is much worse. Urban 
life is cramped — that’s the 
whole point of it — and habits 
are contagious. What is offen- 
sive in Camden soon becomes 
unremarkable in Cardiff and 
we will be left lamenting an- 
other bit of common civility, 
and wondering how it 
happened. 


The dignified and determined response of the Bangladeshi people has saved thousands of lives 


Coping with Mitch 




>S 


T HIS year has been one 
of the worst this cen- 
tury for natural di- 
sasters. At the beginning 
of the year El Nino 
brought Hoods to East Af- 
rica and drought and for- 
est Ores in Latin America 
and Indonesia. 

In the summer, floods in 
China and Bangladesh 
lulled thousands and left 
more homeless. And now 
Hurricane Mitch has be- 


come the worst tropical 
storm in Central America 
this century. Some 9.000 
have been killed. Thou- 
sands more are missing 
and 1,000,000 or more are 
homeless. The destruction 
of roads and bridges is 
making distribution of aid 
extremely difficult. 

There are fears that nat- 
ural disasters will become 
more frequent and severe 
throughout the world. We 
need to learn how to pre- 
pare for them better and 
respond to them more 
effectively. 

A few years ago, the nor- 
mal response to a disaster 
like Hurricane Mitch 
wonld have been for the 
disaster-struck country to 
make the rounds of capi- 
tals asking for pledges.' 
The response would often 
depend on how good the 
television coverage of the 
disaster had bees in each 
country. We can and most 
do better than that. 


The International sys- 
tem is co-ordinating the 
response to the devasta- 
tion Hurricane Mitch has 
brought to Nicaragua, 
Honduras. Guatemala, El 
Salvador and other parts 
of Central America. 

Local and regional 
organisations are taking 
the lead in Identifying pri- 
ority needs. And they are 


those coming In from out- 
side work under clear 
guidance from the 
national authorities. Too 
often responses to disas- 
ters have been made worse 
by well-intentioned but 
uncoordinated outside 
help. 

Our response to Hurri- 
cane Mitch has taken thin 
approach. We let the UN 


A few years ago, the response to a 
disaster like Hurricane Mitch would often 
depend on how good the television 
coverage of the disaster had been 


working closely with the 
UN to organise all of the 
offers of outside help 
which have been made. Ex- 
perience shows that the 
most Important step Is to 
use local organisations 
first and to make sore that 


and others know immedi- 
ately that we stood ready 
to help. Bnt our first prior- 
ity was to help get the 
structures in place that 
wonld make all our contri- 
butions as effective as 
possible. We have contrib- 


uted hands through the 
regional Red Cross offices, 
the Pan-American Health 
Organisation and through 
international aid organi- 
sations such as Cafod and 
Care- We are also sending 
medical supplies direct to 
El Salvador. And HMS 
Sheffield’s actions have al- 
ready brought welcome 
help. 

All of these contribu- 
tions are part of an inter- 
national effort involving 
many others. As new needs 
are identified, we will 
work with others to help 
meet them. 

But we must also do 
more to prepare for disas- 
ters. Bangladesh Is a mod- 
el- The dignified and deter- 
mined response of the 
Bangladeshi people to the 
floods thfe s umme r has 
saved tho usands of lives. 
There are lessons for all of 
ns in the way that the au- 
thorities there analysed 
the 'flood risks and 


.b 




Straw implies the Guardian should \:^Q 
have broken the law over Tisdall 


Jack’s 

clanger 


O NE of the oddest fea- 
tures of the present 
Government Is its pref- 
erence for sycophantic ene- 
mies over candid friends. 
Thus it is almost routine tor 
minis ters to make ritual 
attacks on the Guardian at al- 
most every opportunity. At 
the same time, they respond 
eagerly to the flattery of the 
Sun and the Daily Mail. 

Nowhere was this more 
clearly on display than at last 
month’s Labour conference. 
And it wasn't just ministers. 
No less eager with their side- 
swipes at assorted fringe 
meetings ware backbenchers 
with ministerial ambitions. 
Tfrey clearly hoped that the 
shadowy figure at the back of 
the room was a whips’ nark. 

But the practice of Guard- 
ian-bashing reached a new 
level in the Commons cham- 
ber on Monday night Yon 
might not have noticed — the 
House's previous business 
was listening to a personal 
statement by Ron Davies, 
which somehow stole the 
headlines — but MPs were de- 
bating the activities of MK 
and MI6. The discussion was 
based on the report of the In- 
telligence and Security Com- 
mittee (ISC) — a committee of 
MPs, but oddly not a commit- 
tee of the House. 

It was a fascinating debate, 
with a succession of Labour 
committee members arguing 
that the status of the ISC 
should be changed from a 
body appointed by the Prime 
Minister — and therefore an- 
swerable to him — into a full- 
blown select committee ap- 
pointed by the Commons and 
responsible exclusively to 
parliament All the usual sus- 
pects were on display, includ- 
ing a typically slimy attack by 
Dr Julian Lewis, the Tory MP 
for New Forest on Joan Rud- 
dock for her CND activities. 


T HEN came a powerful 
speech by dive Soley. 
the chairman of the Par- 
liamentary Labour Party, 
backing the call to turn the 
ISC into a select committee. 
But Soley concluded by draw- 
ing attention to the absence of 
provision, under the Official 
Secrets Act for civil servants 
who leaked secrets to mount a 
"public interest;' defence of 
their action. He complained 
that no distinction was made 
between leakers whose mo- 
tives were wholly venal — he 
cited Peter Wright of Spy- 
catcher fame — and whistle- 
blowers who leaked informa- 
tion because they believed the 
public had a right to know. 

In the latter category, Soley 


mentioned Clive Footing and 
the Belgrano cover-up. and 
also “the sad case of Sarah 
Tisdall, the 23-year-old who 
was sent to prison, having 
given information to the 
Guardian”. This stimulated 
Jack Straw to intervene from 
his seat on the Government 
front bench. “Blame the 
Guardian.’’ be snapped. 

Only three words, perhaps. 
But, coming from a home sec- 
retary who prides himself on 
a tough law-and-order ap- 
proach to his job, these three 
words contain a remarkable 
implication. For they clearly 
suggest that the Guardian, In 
its handling of the Tisdall 
case, should have been pre- 
pared to break the law. 


S ARAH, it may be 

recalled, was a junior 
civil servant in the pri- 
vate office of the then defence 
secretary. Michael Heseltine. 
She discovered evidence that 
Hezza. who was personally 
dedicated to fighting CND, 
was planning a big deception 
to bead off demonstrations 
against the arrival of the US 
Cruise missiles at Greenham 
Common. Angry, she pushed 
the document into the tradi- 
tional plain brown envelope 
and delivered It to the Guard- 
ian. When the Guardian pub- 
lished, a fearful ho-ba ensued. 
The then editor. Peter Pres- 
ton, was taken to court and 
ordered to return what was 
held to he a stolen document 
After much agonising — and 
having witnessed It 1 can 
testify to the agony — Preston 
decided that he had written 
too many leaders in defence of 
the rule oflaw to disobey It 
now. He returned the docu- 
ment and Ms Tisdall was 
identified. 

Jack Straw presumably be- 
lieves that Preston should 


Did you know that 
the nearest cafe to 
MI5’s HQ is called 
Miss Moneypenny’s? 


have defied the very law 
which, as New Labour's home 
secretary, it is now his duty to 
enforce. One can only assume 
that dozing on the front 
bench, the years had slipped 
away and Our Jack Imagined 
himself a tearaway student 
activist again, earning the ac- 
colade of a personal file in 
MIS's archives. Or perhaps he 
was remembering the occa- 
sion when, as an aide to Bar- 
bara Castle, he was finger- 
printed as a suspect in a 
Whitehall leaks enquiry. 

The debate turned up some 
additional gems. Did you 
know, for instance, that the 
nearest cafe to MB’s new riv- 
erside HQ is called Miss Mon- 
eypenny’s? Or that there is 
something called “the Mossad 
rule" among Intelligence 
gatherers, which states that 
you should never spend tax- 
payers’ money or risk 
peoples’ lives to unearth in- 
formation that is already on 
the front page of A I- Ah ram? 


plans to tackle them. 

My department is work- 
ing with governments and 
organisations around the 
world to help countries 
reduce the risks from nat- 
ural disasters, strengthen 
their ability to respond ef- 
fectively when disasters 
do strike, and reconstruct 
quickly afterwards. We 
need to strengthen 


Central America. We will 
keep working with others 
to ensure an effective in- 
ternational response, both 
in the next few days and 
weeks and in the years of 
recovery that will be 
needed. 

And with the pace of nat- 
ural disasters increasing, 
we will continue helping 
to Improve the ability of 


Now we will work with others to ensure 
an effective international response, both 
in the next few days and weeks and in 
the years of recovery that will be needed. 


national capacities to 
handle natural disasters 
and build effective inter- 
national systems to co-or- 
dinate and deliver help to 
poorer countries. 

Hurricane Mitch Is a 
devastating tragedy for 


poor countries to prepare 
for disasters, and the effec- 
tiveness of the Interna- 
tional co mmuni ty in res- 
ponding to them. 


Clare Shod Is Secretary of State 
lor International Development 
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Women of every degree, even 
daughters of royal houses, 
had sex with strangers’ 

Lily Devon, Letters 


Carry on 
cutting 

The Bank is on message 

THEY marched them up to the top of the hill 
and now they are marching them (town: 
again. The Bank of England’s monetary 
policy committee (MPC), having fll-advia- 
edly raised interest rates for most of the 
year, is now finally convinced that the 
danger of recession is greater than the risk , 
of inflation. Yesterday’s reduction of 05 j 
percentage points follows a cut of 0.25 per 
cent the previous month. Now they have 
acquired die habit, they should carry an fbr 
a bit longer. Interest rates in the UK are still 
1-25 to 2.75 percentage points above France 
and Germany with whose economies the 
Government hopes eventually to converge. 
It’s true that they are in the throes of an 
upward phase of the economic cycle while 
the UK is slowing down — but that is an 
added reason not to be too cautious because 
inflationary pressures will subside as the 
domestic economy slows down. 

Lower interest rates win put more money 
in the pockets of people with mortgages (at 
the expense of savers) thereby giving a 
boost to consumer spending and the housing 
market both of which have been fla g gin g 
Lower rates on loans win also make it 
cheaper for companies to invest And, above 
all. will make the pound — which has been 
masochistically fighting above its weight in 
recent years — more competitive. The Chan- 
cellor ought to be relieved because lower 
interest rates are desperately needed if 
Britain’s economy is to have any chance of 
achieving the “soft landing” forecast earlier 


this week in the Pre-Budget Statement The 
speed at which the Bank is now reducing 
interest rates will be seen by critics as a 
tacit admission that it was over hasty in 
raising rates during the past year to defeat 
an inflation bogey that was already running 
away. Yet members of the MPC — to a maw 
— voted against a induction every month 
until September, when the previously hawk- 
ish Willem Butter suddenly started cooing 
like a clove. It is important to say “to-a-man" 
because the only person to vote for a 
redaction (since May) was DeAnne Julius, 
the highest ranking women in a male- 
dominated Bank. It is just possible that 
there is a moral there somewhere. 

The Bank’s mam reason fbr raising inter- 
est rates earlier in the year was tear of a 
wages boom. Yet revised figures published 
last month show that wage inflati on early in 
the year instead of being over 5 per cent, as 
thought at the time, was actually under 4 
per cent — wed below the danger level This 
confirmed what, some observers Mt at the 
time that the official earning s fndex was 
being exaggerated by technical factors in- 
cluding bonuses and the of profit- 

related pay. And even if it wasn’t, price 

inflat ion (file ultimata object of monetar y 

policy) was coming steadily down an yway. 
In other words the interest rate rise in Jane 
was based on false data and .shouldn’t have 
taken, place. 

What should happen now? First, the Bank 
of En gland should continue to reduce inter- 
est rates in order to engineer a fall in the 
pound sufficient to restore the pound’s com- 
petitiveness. A burst of export-led growth 
would enable the UK economy to hitch a lift 
aboard Europe’s revival and help the Chan- 
cellor’s soft landing to become a reality. 
Second, if the Government wants to deliver 
another hammpr blow to inflat ion it should 
act directly on prices. Why is it that cars are 


so much cheaper in Europe and computers 
in the United States? Why has the well- 
publicised collapse in farming incomes not 
been translated into lower prices in die 
shops? There is no particular w o r ry about 
price inflation at the moment (it is falling 
everywhere) but if the Government wants to 
bolster the MFC’s new-found realism, it 

shrmld y<y its mrnridarahla regulatory pow- 
ers to bring prices down further — so the 
Tbmic ran Cany On Cutting. 


Michael’s mantle 

Labour must let Wales choose 

RARELY has so much attention been lav- 
ished on Wales in such a short space of 

finw» gi noe the siiflttan, and still sli ghtly 

mysterious, departure of Ron Davies as 
secretary of state, the London-based press 
and the London-based government have 
shown an interest in the principality rarely 
exhibited until now. The focus yesterday 
was the announcement by Mr Davies’ suc- 
cessor, Alan Michael, that he wants to lead 
the first Welsh assembly, which is dna to 
spring into life next May. 

Three obstacles stand between htm and 
that amhrtinn First, he is not yet even a 
rawfliriate for th e n e w assembly . Accomodat- 
ingty, Welsh labour have reopened the 
application procedure they dosed in March 
so that he can find a seat The other two 
problems are not so easily solved. Mr 
Mirhapi haq to assure Labour parly mem- 
bers in Wales that he is not the Downing 
Street candidate, "pa rachuted in” to dp** 1 
with the natives. And he has to beat the 
hack-bench MP who took on Ron Davies: 
Rhodri Morgan. 

These twin goals are related. For Mr 
Morgan's appeal rests on his status as the 


man from the grass roots, the Welsh chal- 
lenger of file MHUbank mar-hinA. If he nan 
cast Mr Michael as the long arm of the 
centre, he mi ght do well — especially in a 
ballot g ranting one member, one vote. For 
that reason, one could not blame Alim 
Michael and friends if they are hoping to 
avoid a direct contest Yet the only way Mr 
Michael «m throw off the Miiihank m antle 
is to submit to an open, contested election. A 
back-room stitch-up in London will not be 
good enough: he needs to prove that he is, in 
the jargon, “Made in Wales”. 

If the party chooses a different path, and 
goes for the quick fix, it could well pay the 
price. Admittedly, disaffected Labour sup- 
porters do not have an obvious place to go: 
Platt Cymru poses a much smaller threat to 
Welsh Labour than the Scottish Nationalists 
do to the party in Scntfand, and both the 
Welsh Tories and Lib Dems are weak. But if 
Welsh Labour’s senaa of being tatpn for 
granted by MUlbank grows, then apathy 
will be the result Turnout next May, in a 
contest Labour is already billing as fhp 
Welsh General Election, will be low, and the 
legitmacy of flip new assembly will be in 
doubt This mattes far beyond Wales: for if 
devolution was to founder there, the 
rhannpg of seff -rnle spreading into En gland 
and across Britain would be badly hurt 
Labour has to let Wales choose its own 
leader. That’s what devolution is all aTwmt 


Caring for children 

Central monitoring is crucial 

ANY reform which gets such a euphoric 
response from the service it is meant to 
improve, needs careful scrutiny. Social ser- 
vice directors yesterday gave the Govern- 
ment’s latest initiative to raise the stan- 


dards of care of children living away from 
their parents an unequivocal welcome. 
They declared: “The Government is dear 
about what it wants to achieve — how it 
wants to improve thing s for phfidnpn looked 
after. We agree.” Ministers were responding 
to last year's Utting Report, which exam- 
ined the safeguards of all 200,000 children 
living away from their parents. It embraced 
all institutions, from the grimmest penal 
unit to the poshest private school, but was 
prompted by the abuse — physical, sexual 
and emotional — which bad occurred in 
children’s homes. Children who had been 
taken away from their parents for their own 
protection, ended up being further abused 
in supposedly safe havens. No wander the 
public was outraged. 

What people forget is that most of the 
abuse still being tried in the courts hap- 
pened two decades ago. Utting concluded 
last year that the risks today were far less. 
Indeed the number of children in such 
homes has shrunk from 40,000 to 6,000 in the 
last two decades. Children in foster homes, 
where there are fewer visitors and less 
monitoring, could be more vulnerable. Yes- 
terday’s package addresses current short- 
comings: a new advocacy service to promote 
the voice of the child; better regulation of 
fostering, boarding achnniis, and small chil- 
dren's homes; more support fbr children 
leaving care. 

Once again there is a promise to improve 
training but this time there will be a 
ministerial task force tO monito r the Overall 
programme of action. Child care has be- 
come fragmented with its different purchas- 
ers and providers. A central monitoring 
agency is cr ucial To their credit, the social 
service directors do note one shortfall: the 
failure to end remands of children aged 15 
and 16 to prison. Ministers remain reluctant 
to look soft on crime. 
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Mandy and the 
noughties _ 

AS one of a team from - 
/AExeter University that has 
been studying wfld beaver in 
France for aeverafyeara, I ' 
would strongly support their 
reintroduetion to Britain on 
{•rounds of Increased biodi- 
versity. The overall range of 
plant ^daniujal species, $nd 
the number of any ctoe species, 
increase in their wake. You ' 
could almost argue that you 
don't need conservation offi- 
cers, providing you baveares- 
Ment beaver family. 

Prof Bryony Coles. 
University of Exeter. 

Q HOCK! Horror! Diary gets 

0 into bed With Mandy! Met- 
aphorically speaking, of 
course. Cancel subscription. 
Nigel Gann. 

Southampton. • 

“THE first political “pietag” 

1 in London did not occur last 
weekend (Custard pie on 
menu, November 2). On March 
Sthlsyear. Cllr John Biggs, 
chair of the environmental ser- 
vices committee of Tower 
Hamlets council, was pied by 
me in the council chamber In 
front of many witnesses®. 
Charlotte Baggios. 

London. 

\ A /HAT are we to call the 
V V next decade (Letters, No- 
vember 51? The noughties, of 
course. 

Laura Garratt. 

Uxbridge, Middx. 

pOLLQ WED by the teenies? 
r Herbert Layton. 
Churchdown, Glos. 

THE "naughties”, and I for 
I one cant wait. 

Steve Commons. 

Leighton Buzzard. Beds. 

A RE we heading for lOyears 
disobedient; unruly and 
indecent post-millennium 
behaviour? 

Peter J Martin. 

London. - 


The value of family life 


H UGO Young (Comment, 
November 5), offers a 
contradictory assess- 
ment oftfae Government's con- 
sultation document op the 
family . He begins by recognis- 
ing the intrusive and oppres- 
sive character of the recom- 


are ‘Mot only valttbtt Indis- 
pensably correct”. . 

The suggestion appears to 
be that state Interference in 
family life might prove oner- 
ous for the Guardian reader- 
ship, but it is a price worth 
paying to control less respiect- 

abte (presumably working 
class) families, described as 
the ^focalpoint of so vast a 
range oTsocial problems". 
This betrays a Victorian 
worldview in which themoral 
fibre of the masses needs to be 
reinforced bytbe attention of 
their social betters. 

Not only does this give le- 
gitimacy to authoritarian 
state Intervention infamily 
life, it also draws attention 
away from the structural 
causes of social problems, 
such as Inequality and pov- 
erty. The curious thing is that, 
in Britain at least, it is the toft 
that Is leading the calls fbr 
ever greater regulation of 
everyday life. I take some con- 


solation from Jonathan Freed- 
land (Comment. November 5) 
that the Americans at least 
are beginning to reject this 
tendency. .. . 

Dr David Wainwlght. 
University afKent 


reservations Hugo Young 
came out In support of the 
mo di mal igned nanny state. It 

jumv mrrteHng n iMInipnwi t 

youngster or a “problem” 
child one is forced to the con- 
dtusionthat It is too late, the 
damage has been done. The 
loot problem lies in the family 
background. It is good that we 
have a government which, in 

spite oftfae many potential pit- 
falls, Is prepared to try to 
tackle the problem. 
RRivers-Moore. 

Fairford, Glos. 

IN his attempt to reinstate 
I family values and define the 
family as strict heterosexual 
coupledom. Jack Straw has 
fell An into the modern idola- 
try ofthe "2.4 children plus a 
dog” type of family that has 
nothing to do with the gen- 
erosity required by the Chris- 
tian gospeL Surely lesbian and 
gay people would be among 
the safest people to care for 


children because they are 
aware ofthe dangers? Profes- 
sional opinion tells us that 
most child abuse takes place 
in “normal" families. Yet here 
is Jack Straw scapegoating 
gay people to maintain the 
smokescreen that all would be 
well if only you have one man 
and one woman who are . 
married. 

Marriage, as such, is no 
guarantee thala couple's mo- - 
tivatians are ideal in respect 
to the children they may have. 
Ch ri stophe r Lamb. 
HcmingfordGrey.Camhs. 

A S a chDd from an alterna- 
tive family, I can assure 
everybody that it is love that 
counts and not two married 
parents. My mother, sisters 
and onr gay, male role mo d els 
were the envy of those of my 
friends who were tired ofhear- 
ing their parents fight. 

A gay /lesbian/single 
parent family is one that 
requires extraordinary 

thought and commitment on 
the part ofthe parents. People 
who are willing to fight for 
their families surely send the 
most important of all mes- 
sages to their children— that 
they are valued. 

RonEUiott. 

York. 


They also defied the Germans 


aih “could have done more to 
balk massacre of Jews” 
(Report, Novembers) and that 
in the wartime Channel Is- 
lands “co-operation and frat- 
ernisation with the Germans 
was tiie rule”. 

The truth was that islanders 
did defy the invaders and were 
punished fbr doing sain Jer- 
sey, 2,600 men and women . 
were imprisoned bytbe Ger- 
mans. including my father. 
David Grove, a schoolmaster. 

In June 1942, he was one of 16 


local men taken hostage 
following the distribution of 
anti-German leaflets and sab- 
otage nf wwiw nn tatiflnft. 

When two brothers, Herbert 
and George Gallichan, owned 
up to the sabotage, Herbert 
was sentenced to five years in 
Wolfenbuttel concentration 
camp, and George to one year 
in DiJon prison, France. 

. . My family also hid an es- 
caped prisoner, Donald Bell, 
in the attic for about a month. 
Such stories are typical ofthe 
islanders’ struggles, and show 


why it is foolish to say , as 
David Cesarani does: “There 
were almost no protests 
against the ap pli c ation ofNazi 
race laws.” Islanders were in 
no position to know about 

Nazi race laws and defiance of 
German edicts, such as listen- 
ing to tire wireless, was met by 
a prison sentence, which, in 
the case of Canon Cohn of St 
Saviour, led to his death. 
Jenny Chanrier Grove. 

Kew, Surrey 


Please Include a full postal 
address, even on e-mailed 

letters, and a daytime telephone 
number. We may edit letters. 


Common pursuits 





rHY disguise it? I'm 
■literally knocked 
sideways to be 
Number 10’s choice 
for next General Secretary of 
the Ramtevs' Association. 

Over the years I've enjoyed 
wow truly; greet rambling 
.with my good mate Janet 
Shwt-Porfcar. Together we've 
trudged «w dales and downs 
and tiunec and something else 
lan fl aca p ay beginning with d 


(add soonest). And when 
we’ve reached the top, we’ve 
been able to grab a few pre- 
cious minutes for sitting 
down and goring all the way 
down at Janet’s Psion Series 5 
to block out our schedules: 

I mention rambling because 
a lot of people think that Just 
because tbey*re stuck fa a 
dty centre, rambling has no 
place in their busy lifestyles. 
Not so, this Government 
totally supports the Right to 
Roam in all public parks and 
on commons. In fact, particu- 
larly on commons. 

Mmmm — fresh ahrl Be- 
tween hectic schedules. Janet 
and I regutariy strap on our 
Doc Mortals and our ruck- 
sacks add take to London's 
open spaces. And ifis a joy 
we’re pleased to share with 
some very senior figures. 
Over the past few months 
we've tuenlftaraOy knocked 
ba c k war d s to bump into so 
many members ofthe present 
Government. 'There's noth- 
ing I enjoy like a tramp in the 


open air,” a senior minister 
told me last week. 

dapham Common’s a par- 
ticular favourite, and this ex- 
clusive extract from. Bel’s 
Rambling Yearbook (Faber, 
£14.95} testifies to what a very 
popular location it’s become 
with the new administration, 
bless ’em: 

January: Exercising my 
Right to Roam. I put on my 
rucksack and set off with 
Janet S-P on an afternoon 


ramble in Battersea Park, 
just near the old bandstand, I 
bump into the lovely John 
Prescott. There’s something 
different about him, hut I 
can’t put my finger on it 
Then it strikes me: his hair 
Isn’t usually blond and he 
doesn’t often wear a centre 
Also, I’ve never seen 

In his chief steward's 

naval costume. He looks shy, 
H>ci hfan_ 

“Everything all right. 
John?** I say. “Fine, Bel.** he 
replies. "Just rehearsing for 
the spring production of HMS 


Pinafore with some of the 
lads!” 

February: Striding around 
the bushy area of Hampstead 
Heath In the evening. Janet 
and I spot Rank Dobson in 
the Jong grass. “Hiya. Trank!” 
I say. “But hey, isn’t there 
something different about 
you? I know — you're wear- 
ing a tang frock and Easter 
bonnet! You usually wear a 
dark suit from CecB Gear 
Frank explains that he’s play- 
ing the part of Dear little 
Buttercup to HMS Pinafore, 
before hurrying effi 

A PRIL: To Clapham 
Common 'for a wett- 
eaxned ramble. Who 
should 1 spot but the 
super Jack Straw! Unusually 
for Jack, he is dressed in a 
one-piece silk jumpsuit with 
gutter inlays on either of 
his chest Z recall that in the 
eariy 1970s, ha was a founding 
member of the group Sweet 
The rest of them wait on to 
gre a t success with top hits 



Employers back disability action 


Hodge (Yes, new minister, 
G2, November 4) her defence 
for excluding 915 per cent of 
employers from the employ- 
ment provisions ofthe Disabil- 
ity Discrimination Act is: 
“There is not a body of evi- 
dence . . . which demon- 
strates to employers that there 
will not be a hefty cost to them 
nf emplo yin g iliwhl wl 
people.” 

This astounding claim con- 
tradicts the Government’s 
own consultation document 
on the small employers’ 
review, which stated: 
“Research evidence has 
shown that most employers 
experience no problems in em- 
ploying disabled people and 
inenrno, or little, additional 


costs in doing so." It is totally 
at variance with the provi- 
sions ofthe Act which specifi- 
cally say that “only reason- 
able adjustments” are 
required. 

Any hefty cost for employ- 
ers would be prohibited by the 
Act itself. 

In addition, if employers 
were so worried about these 
supposedly hefty costs, why 
did 90 per cent of them advo- 
cate a reduction in the em- 
ployer exemption threshold 
from 20 employees, and why 
did 46 per cent of this group of 
employers think the reduc- 
tion should be to two or more 
employees, whilst only 19 per 
cent thought it should be the 
15 chosen by Government? 
Lord Ashley of Stoke. 


Laureates all 

pE SimcHi Vogel’s carping 
llabout Ted Hughes (Letters, 
November 5): Hughes opted for 
shorter, Anglo-Saxon words 
over anoother, Latinate ones; 
Betjeman was more a versifier 
than a poet I hope Vogel’s poet- 
ry Is better than his prose. 

Don Oldham. 

Bristol 


\ A /HOSE style could be more 
V V suited to chronicling the 
achievements ofthe Windsors 
than the great Pam Ayres? 
BobHeys. 

Halifax. 

OURELY the only contender 
Oto write poems which 
reflect the dignity of the mon- 
archy is E J Thribb? 

Peter StockMCL 
Middlesbrough. 


like Coco and Blockbuster, 
while Jack became Home Sec- 
retary. But he never lost 
teach with his musical roots, 
and can still be seen in his 
jnmpsnit on special occa- 
sions, such as state banquets 
and rambles. He says he’s 
testing Clapham Common as 
a suitable venue for a Sweet 
reunion to the autumn. Tm 
just worried there'll be too 
many squeegee merchants 
about, Bel” he says, fiddling 
nervously with the sequins 
on his cheeks. ‘"They can be a 
truly dreadful nuisance on 
tiie Common.” 

July: St James’s Park has 
never seemed so lovely to the 
Buflng evening cnn l an reds 
and oranges and (fill in more 
colours here). Janet and I are 
on a ramble all the way round 
tike park when who should we 
stumble upon but Gordon 
Brown, marching forcefully 
along to a sober suit and tie, 
carrying his red box under 
Us arm. “Whoops!” I yelp as 
we collide. In confusion 


his red box snaps open and 
something clatters to the 
ground. Picking it up, 1 notice 
it’s the new CD of The Village 
People’s Greatest Hits. 
“Sarah’s a huge fan,” he 
mumbles as he bustles away. 

October: Tony's been in 
Number 10 for 18 months now, 
and it's all gone like clock- 
work. We’ve been able to put 
all those years of Tory sleaze 
and hypocrisy behind us. 
That's what I tell the four Cab- 
inet ministers I come upon 
during a r ambl e around Wim- 
bledon Common. Later, I real- 
ise there was something odd. 
I ask the lovely Alistair 
Campbell if he knows why 
they were dressed as Worn* 
bles. “I only recognised one of 
them was Jack Straw because 
be was we ari n g his specs cm 
the outside,” I say.' Alastair 
says he knows the reason, and 
they know the reason, and 
Tony knows the reason. And 
now I know the reason too. 
But frankly, it’s none of your 
business, so just shut it, OK? 


Scrap Section 28 and bring 
gay sex out into the open 


I OAN Smith (Dangerous 

Liaisons, G2, November 3) 
claims that having outdoor sex 
with strangers — “better car- 
ried an in the dark with some- 
one yon don’t know”— is a 
puritan point of view. Curi- 
ously. this practice was at the 
heart of all the ancient goddess- 
worshipping religions of 
Europe and the Near East 
Women of every degree, even 
queens anH daughters ofthe 
royal houses, had sex with 
strangers as part ofthe Rites of 
the Goddess. The vast majority 
of these encounters took place 
out of doors cm sacred ground 
—woods, groves, henges (Clap- 
ham Common probably has a 
long and honourable pedigree 
In fills reaped). 

There cant, then, beany 
deep seated psychological bar- 
rier to women behaving like 
gay men. But of course, they 
don’t, presumably because 
they're bright enough to see 
that they now live in a phallo- 
centric world where rape and 
murder is commonplace. How- 


ever, there is one group of mod- 
em women who do sffll roam 
our dangerous, frightening 
cities, outdoors, and at night, in 
search of strangers to have sex 
with, namely prostitutes. Is Ms 
Smith accusing them afbeing 
purttanstoo? " ; 

Lily Devon. 

Moreton,WirraL 

AS the Government let it be 
/Aknown it has dropped its 
intention to scrap Section 28 of 
the Local Government Act, 
which forbids the “promotion” 
of homosexuality in schools, 
came reports ofthe suicide ofa 
15-year-old boy who had been 
mercilessly bullied because of 
his perceived homosexuality 
(Suicide verdict on boy, No- 
vember 5). Any teacher who 
wants to help similariy tor- 
mented children may fed con- 
strained from doing so by the 
existence of Section 28 and sim- 
ilarly tragic consequences will 
recur. 

Terry Sanderson. 

London. 


Advertisement 

CALL BY THE PARLIAMENT 
OFTHE REPUBLIC AND 
CANTON OF GENEVA 
FOR THE EXTRADITION 
AND TRIAL OF 
AUGUSTO PINOCHET 

On 23 October 1 998, the Parliament of the Republic 
and Canton of Geneva adopted the following 
resolution: 

The Parliament, considering: 

• the crimes against humanity perpetrated by the 
dictator Augusto Pinochet in Chile for 17 years 

• the arrest of this sinister individual by the British 
justice authorities at the request of two Madrid 
judges, who have asked for his extradition to Spain 
co face trial for “genocide, terrorism and 
incitement to torture”, 

resolves 

- to condemn strongly the acts of Augusto Pinochet, 
who was undoubtedly responsible for a wave of 
political assassinations, torture and disappearances; 

• to extend its unconditional support for the 
extradition request made by the two Spanish 
judges to the British government; 

• co firmly encourage the British and Spanish 
governments to take all necessary steps to ensure 
that justice is finally done; 

• to call for and to support the establishment of an 
international court so that the crimes committed 
by the former leader of the Chilean junta against 
his own citizens and persons from all over the 
world do not remain unpunished 

The Parliament of the Republic and Canton of 
Geneva proposes that this international court should 
sit in Geneva. 

The Parliament 

The Parliament of the Republic and Canton of Geneva 
consists of 1 00 members elected by universal suffrage. 


i 
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Unexpected help for homeowners □ Savings returns to fall □ City judges economy is in poor shape 
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Lenders cut their mortgage rates 


Liz Stuart 
and Rupert Jones 



ANKS and build- 
ing societies 
moved immedi- 
lately to cut their 
mortgage rates 
after an unexpected 0.5 per 
cent cut in base rates by the 
Bank of England yesterday. 

A borrower with a £50,000 
home loan will save up to 
£19.50 a month. 

Halirax and Abbey 
National, the two biggest 
lenders, were among those 
which dropped their standard 
variable rates by 0.5 per cent. 
The Halifax's new rate is 


8-2 per cent. Abbey National, 
which has a sliding scale of 
standard variable rates de- 
pending on loan size, has cut 
to 8.15 per cent for loans of up 
to £59,999. with effect from 
November li for existing bor- 
rowers, and December l for 
new. Taken together with the 
rate cut announced last 
month, a typical borrower 
with a £50,000 interest-only 
mortgage will benefit from a 
cumulative saving of nearlv 
£30 a month. 

Nationwide, which bills it- 
self as the world's largest 
building society. Is slicing its 
rate by 0.5 per cent to 7.7 per 
cent Dora December 1 for new 
and existing customers, and 


What the rate chaiges meanlpiixHi 

/ponmiy 
fwyraart 


Amount 


HsOtax N attoow kta- 

of loan paymental&2% pay*nerta?7.Z* ; '.-.'s avfavi * 



£30,000 ■ ‘ £184.50-:. y • £173.25 


£ 80,000 


£389.50; 


£365.76 


1* 


£ 90,000 


£594^0 


£55825 


£ 120,000 


£798^0 


£75075 


■ & 



Based on interest only mortgage, assuming 25 year tom. 
tax rebet available up to £30,000 




several other leading lenders Society has cut its rate by 
announced similar cuts. 0.65percent to 7.85percent 
Bradford & Bingley Building This is on top of a 0.2 per cent 


reduction it announced last 
week, although the society 
did not cut its rates last time 
the Bank cut the base rate. 

Barclays Bank has moved 
from 8.7 per cent to 82 per 
cent, with effect from Decem- 
ber 1 fbr all borrowers, and 
Woolwich’s new &2 per cent 
has immediate e Effect for exist- 
ing mortgage customers. 
Midland will announce its 
chang es today. 

Gren Folwell, deputy chief 
executive of the Halifax, said: 
“We welcome this move by 
the monetary policy commit- 
tee and it wQl be of help to 
home owners.” 

Andrew Messenger, chief 
executive of the West Brom- 


wich Building Society, .said: 
“Action should have been 
taken many months ago to 
bring interest rates down. 
The committee now appears 
to be mairtwg amends." 

The size of the cut caught 
most major landers by sur- 
prise, said Mart: Chilto n. erf 
mortgage brokers SaviDs Pri- 
vate Finance. Someone with a 
loan of £150.000 will save up to 
£6125 a month. 

Housing experts said the 
move would boost the market. 
The Council of Mortgage 
Lenders, the industry trade 
body, said: "The uncertainty 
with the economy and the 
recent rate rises have bad a 
negative effect on the housing 


hit for 
billions 


Charlotte Denny 


T HE Bank of England's 
unexpected half percent- 
age point cut to base 
rates wiped £26 billion off the 
value of shares yesterday as 
the City .concluded that the 
economic outlook was much 
gloomier than anticipated. 

After hitting a 10-week high 
on Wednesday, the Financial 
Times index of 100 leading 
shares fell 141 points last 
night to close at 54789. a drop 
of 29 percentage points. 

The market greeted the 
noon announcement of the 
cut in rates with initial en- 
thusiasm but as investors di- 
' gested the implications of the 
i cut and the accompanying 
statement, fears of lower cor- 
porate earnings prompted 
profit taking. 

Yesterday's statement from 
the Bank said that its mone- 
tary policy committee had 
moderated growth forecasts 
next year and now expected 
inflation to be lower. 

"The bigger than expected 
cut has woken investors up to 
the fact that the economy is in 
a pretty dire state." said Colin 
Warren of Tokal Bank 
Europe. "It seems like a panic 
measure. The Bank had to 
give something up to make 
the Chancellor's forecasts 
look realistic but it's too late. 
Rates are still loo high and 
the damage has already been 
done. It won't avoid us going 
into recession next year.” 

The pound buckled under a 
barrage of selling after the de- 
cision. Sterling shed 0.5 per 
cent against both the mark 
and the dollar, to set a two- 
month low against the US cur- 
rency within minutes of the 
Bank's announcement uf the 
largest rate reduction in five 
years. But an afternoon rally 
boosted the pound which 
closed down Just half a pfen- 
nig against the mark at 2.7563. 

The Footsie has climbed by 
20 per cent since its October 
lows and analysts said much 
of yesterday's decline was due 
to profit taking. But the 
Bank's gloomy statement has 
also prompted investors to 
reassess the profitability of 
much of the corporate sector. 
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Another, more prosperous planet: rate cut hardly seems to matter to shoppers at the Royal Victoria Place centre in Tunbridge Wells photograph: martw qown 


Retail bubble still 
yo-yoing along in 
deepest Tunbridge 

Janice Warman finds velvet hairband 
brigade are carrying on regardless 


R OYAL Victoria Place 
in Tunbridge Wells 
has the air of another, 
more prosperous planet; 
gloss roof panels, scenic lifts 
and wrought iron, redolent, 
perhaps, of the fashionable 
spa town it once was. 

It is retail heaven from 
the glittering Chanel 
counters of Fenwicks to the 
primary' colours of Gap. 
People with bursting shop- 
ping bags in each hand chat 
on benches or sip coffee in 
the cavernous food hall. 
News of the base rate cut 


hasn't reached this far, it 
seems, and many retailers 
seem to feel that, while not 
exactly irrelevant, it 
doesn’t matter much. They 
exist in a retail bubble, 
peopled with what Princess 
Diana used to call the “vel- 
vet hairband brigade”, for 
whom the Christmas rush 
began in October half-term. 

"The area is a wealthy 
one." says Helen Carpen- 
ter. manager of Decorating 
with Pictures. "It's not go- 
ing to make that much 
difference.” 


Over at the specialist 
candle shop Wax Lyrical, 
manager Beryl Dore is 
thrilled at the difference 
moving the shop to a better 
site within the centre has 
made. 

And Nicholas Ridsdale. 
manager of Karrixnor, the 
specialist climbing outlet, 
said that last Christmas 
had been quiet, but feels 
the rate cut is bound to 
boost confidence. “Busi- 
ness has picked up in the 
last two weeks over the Oc- 
tober half-term.” 

At Route One. the sports, 
skateboarding and kite 
shop next door, assistant 
manager Matt Roberts has 
the answer to world reces- 
sion: yo-yos. “We will defi- 
nitely have a good Christ- 
mas,” he says. “And the 
reason is yo-yos.” 

The craze has doubled the 
shop’s income. It offers a 
full range as well as a 
spares and repair service 
and there are queues of 
eight-year-olds out of the 
door and around the corner 
on Saturdays. 

Bat Maureen Rush, 


owner of clothes shop Bud- 
dies, introduced a more 
sober note. “Yes, we are 
looking forward to a good 
Christmas, but we’re not so 
sure about from then on. 
The rumour is we’re head- 
ing for a world recession. 
The rate cut Is good news — 
but I don’t think it’s 
enough. When you hear 
that M&S is 23 per cent 
down, things have got to be 
bleak." 




HIGH street 
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She had a cautionary 
note too for Gordon Brown: 
"With business rates going 
up, small retailers may 
soon feel the pinch even 
more.” she said. 

Shoppers Tony Goodey 
and his partner are laden 
with bags. But they both 
feel the cut is no more than 
the one swallow which 
doesn't a summer — 
perhaps because they both 
work for banks. 

“It needs to stay at this 
level for a while," says Mr 
Goodey. After all. rates 
have been going up every 
month and people are far 
from confident about the 
world picture. People 
might even ffeel this was a 
panic move, be suggests. 

But it seems he Is a lone 
voice. Mrs Karen Fair- 
dough, heading home with 
her children after finishing 
her shift as a sales assistant 
at Argos, points out that 
the spending spree which 
started in half-term has 
turned into a Christmas 
rush already. “I take it one 
day as it comes,’’ she says. 
"One pay-packet at a time.” 


Downturn fears hit the high street 


Larry Elliott 
Econom i cs Editor 


B RITAIN’S shops and 
stores had their worst 
month for more than 
three years in October as 
growing fears of recession 
prompted a mass avoidance of 
the high street by anxious 
consumers. 

The latest snapshot of 
retailing from the Confedera- 
tion of British Industry 
underlined recent grim news 
from large chains such as 
John Lewis and suggested 
that the UK’s service sector is 
following manufacturing into 
the doldrums. 

Data from the Office for 
National Statistics showed 
that weakening demand from 
clothes shops, coupled with 
cut-throat competition from 
Asia, cut production by Brit- 
ain's textile sector by 3 per 
cent in the latest quarter. 

According to the ONS. fac- 
tory output fell by 0.1 per cent 
in the three months ending in 
September, with production 
down by 0.5 per cent in each 
of the last two months. 

Nine of the 14 sub-sectors of 
manufacturing witnessed cut- 
backs in output, although 


strong sales of computers and 
transport equipment helped 
to minimise the overall drop. 

ONS officials said that they 
had cut their estimate of the 
trend in manufacturing from 
a 9.5 per rent annual increase 
last month to a Oat picture 
now. Factories produced the 
same amount of goods in the 
latest quarter as in the second 
quarter or 1990, when the 
economy was about to enter 
recession. 

Surveys from both the Brit- 
ish Chambers of Commerce 
and the CBI have indicated 


that the outlook for manufac- 
turing is set to deteriorate 
over the winter. 

While manufacturing now 
accounts for only 21.6 per cent 
of the economy, services ac- 
count for around two-thirds of 
national output. The CBI said 
yesterday that the unexpected 
weakness of Us Distributive 
Trades Survey was "dear evi- 
dence" that the whole econo- 
my was now slowing down. 

Alastair Eperon, chairman 
of the CBI Distributive 
Trades panel, said: “The drop 
In retail sales in October took 


Taking a tumble 
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retailers by surprise. The sur- 
vey continues to suggest that 
underlying growth in trade is 
losing momentum.” 

Retailers had expected sales 
in October to be modestly 
higher than 12 months ago. 
but the survey found that 
only 32 per cent reported 
business growing while 36 per 
cent said activity was lower 
than a year earlier. The nega- 
tive balance of minus 4 per 
cent compared with plus 
18 per cent In September and 
was the weakest finding since 
August 1995. 

Analysts now expect shops 
to cut prices aggressively in a 
bid to woo consumers back 
into the shops for the Christ- 
mas trading period, which ac- 
counts for 25 per cent of 
annual retail sales. 

Shops selling clothes, furni- 
ture and carpets, and hard- 
ware. china and DIY goods all 
reported that trade was down 
on October 1997. with those 
retailers s elling small-ticket 
items — booksellers, chemists 
and shoe shops — faring 
better. 

The CBI also said sales vol- 
umes for motor traders 
dropped sharply in October, 
and were expected to remain 
weak this month. 


Smiles for data 
detection act 


Laurie Laird 


O FFICIALS at the Office 
of National Statistics, 
which has been criti- 
cised for inconsistent earn- 
ings figures, could be for- 
given for a wry smile after the 
OS government had difficul- 
ties with a similar set of data. 

America’s Bureau of 
Labour Statistics, which pro- 
duces revered employment 
and earnings data, yesterday 
inadvertently posted October 
statistics on its Internet site 
24 hours before the scheduled 
release time of 12.30GMT 
today. An astute economic 
consultancy, Stone & McCar- 
thy, noted the numbers, and 
reports say that Ray Stone, 
the group's partner, contacted 
the BLS. Mr Stone reportedly 


gave the BLS five minutes to 
officially release the data. 

After getting no response, 
he broadcast the numbers on 
his screen-based service. The 
BLS later took the unusual 
step of officially releasing the 
date a day early. 

"When we first discovered 
the problem, we took tee data' 
down, but then we realised’ 
people had the information 
anyway." said a BLS spokes- 
person, adding that the 
Bureau is investigating the 
cause of the mishap . 

These aren't Just any old 
numbers. As the first official 
government report released 
each month, the number of 
jobs created and the pace of 
earn i ng s growth often set the 
tone of stock, bond and cur- 
rency markets in the US and 
around the world. 
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market, but it is hoped that 
this reduction will help to im- 
prove confidence and kee p 
«vmp stability in the market.' 

Burlier this week figures 
released by the Halifax 
revealed that, despite the 
gloom in the wider economy, 
October house prices showed 
the highest monthly rise 
since late last year. 

Shelter, the housi ng ch arity, 
welcomed interest rate cuts, 
hut they must be consid- 
ered consistent rate 

rises and other factors which 
more quickly affected people's 
ability to maVa monthly mort- 
gage payments. Shelter will 
rtiit month publish a report on 
the causal relationship be- 


tween employment pattens 

and repossessions. 

The rate cut yesterday, the 
largest single rate shift la 
either direction since Janu- 
ary 1996. is bad for savers. 
Bradford & Bingley said it 
was reducing savings rates by 
an average 0.6 per cent from 
November 15. 

Halifax, Abbey National 
and Nationwide said they 
would make an announce- 
ment about savings rates. 
Gary Marsh, head of corpo- 
rate affair s at the HaBffct, 
said: "We don’t like to lag." - 

The MFC's announcement 
«ign«iii»ri further increases.ln 
annuity rates, up 30 per cent 
over the past two years. 
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Arecession 
signal from 
the Bank 



Alex Brummer 

T HIS has been a week of 
two halves. On Tues- 
day there was the 
Chancellor in his pre- 
Budget report forecasting 
that recession would be 
avoided and the UK economy 
would be roaring away by 
2000. Then, yesterday, there 
was a very different message 
from file Bank of En gland 
The Bank’s decision to slice 
its key market rate by half a 
point to 6.76 per cent — hav- 
ing already cut by a quarter- 
point a month earlier — is as 
strong a recession signal as 
one Is likely to get 
Less than four weeks ago 
there were only two members 
of the monetary policy com- 
mittee — DeAnne Julius and 
Willem Buiter — pushing for 
a more agresslve rate reduc- 
tion. Now they have a major- 
ity including, one expects, the 
Governor, Eddie George, on. 
their side. Mr George. In the 
broad tradition of central 
bankers commanding a com- 
mittee. has not (as far as we 
know) found himself on the 
losing side. 

So what has made the Bank 
wise up? Its statement in- 
vokes three reasons. First, 
the news about the Interna- 
tional enviroment; second, 
prospects for the domestic 
economy; and finally, the out- 
look for inflation. Judging 
from the London stock mar- 
ket’s reaction to the rate cut 
— a broad markdown bring- 
ing an end to the recent 11 per 
cent rally — it believes that 
the deterioration in the do- 
mestic economy and its ef- 
fects on the turnover and 
profits of UK corporations is 
the biggest threat This is, 
after all, the week in which 
the retailing bell-wether, 
Marks & Spencer, unveiled a 
23 per cent profits retreat 
It is curious that the ftanfc 
should now be citing the 
global enviroment among its 
reasons for easing. Arguably, 
fiie global picture has stead- 
ied over the past month, un- 
less there is some disaster 
pending in the monetary sta- 
bility area about which the 
authorities are keeping silent 
In feet, it Is curious that the 
Bank is paying much atten- 
tion to global matters at alL In 
June, the MFC was only too 
happy to say that the UK, as a 
small, less-than-critlcal 
country in the wind-swept 
north-western corner of 
Europe, could maka little dif- 
ference to global meltdown. 
Rates were raised to 7.25 per 
cent, when they should have 
been at least held if not cut 
Since then, the world has 
been through the Russian 
GKO mess, volatile global 
equity markets, capital flee- 
ing Latin America as if there 
were no tomorrow and an in- 
cipient credit crunch in the 
US. AQ these factors have, on 
the surface, been at least tem- 
porarily relieved since the 
October 8 interest rate cut, so 
the Bank’s statement is not 
convincing. 

The international factor 
which has changed sin«» Oc- 
tober 8 is the recognition by 
so many other central banks 


that concerted action to lower 
rates Is necessary. The Fed- 
eral Reserve’s half-point cut 
on October 15 has been fol- 
lowed by reductions in Spain, 
Italy, Portugal and Ireland, 
among the European Mone- 
tary Union “in” countries and 
by Denmark and Sweden 
among the outs. 

Only Germany and France 
are standing firm against in- 
terest rate reductions, despite 
slowing growth and the pres- 
sure on the Bundesbank from 
German finance minister Os- 
kar Lafbntaine for a mone- 
tary easing. So, in -global 
terms, the MFC emerges as 
something of a follower 
rather than a leader. 

This time around, however, 
the evidence of a domestic 
slowdown is looking far more 
decisive. The Chancellor out- 
lined how OK exports to the 
Far East had been savaged by 
crisis. But what is likely to 
have been critical to the MPC 
is the survey evidence, plus 
its own intelligence obtained 
through the Bank's agents. 

These serve, to some extent 
like the regional Federal 
Reserve banks in the US, as 
useful sounding boards. The 
CBI’s quarterly industrial 
trends survey, released last 
week, and regarded by many 
economists inside and outside 
government as one of the 
most reliable forward-looking 
indicators, showed the worst 
reading In the balance be- 
tween optimism and pessi- 
mism since I960. 

If any confirmation was 
needed on the difficulties of 


All the evidence 
from the high 
street Is of subdued 
spending patterns 
as consumers 
batten down 


the manufacturing sector 
then it came from the indus- 
trial production figures, 
which showed a 0-4 per cent 
decline In output in Septem- 
ber — or l per cent down over 
the past two months. 

But it is not just the manu- 
facutring side of the economy 
which is now hurting. AH the 
evidence from the high street 
is of subdued spending pat- 
terns as consumers batten 
down in response to uncer- 
tain finannial markets, global 
economic gloom and the job 
losses in manufacturing. 

At the heart of the Bank of 
En glan d ’s thinking must al- 
ways be its central mission to 
hit the 25 per cent infla tion 
target. Mr George made clear 
In his keynote TUC speech 
that the MPC would work as 
hard to ensure that there was 
not a serious undershoot as it 
would if there were an over- 
shoot The domestic slow- 
down has led the Bank to 
revise downwards Its infla- 
tion forecast over the next 
two years. How it arrived 
there will be fully explained 
in the next Inflation Report. 

But the critical point here 
is that the drop in the Bank’s 
repo rate to 6.75 per cent is 
unlikely to be the last Euro- 
sterling markets are signal- 
ling 6 per cent base rates by 
the spring. With money costs 
coming down at this pace this 
may just be the start of better 
times for homeowners — pro- 
vided they can hang on to 
their jobs. 
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Branson’s awfully big adventure 



Lords’ ruling 
takes swipe at 
workers’ rights 


Phillip Inman 



mCHARD BRANSON arrtm 
B—rlw^dDw M n^nc l jhrh— . 
hugglns Ms frnnslna staff in Hie ooMwind c 
ShefHs h T s Don Valley, writes SIM PlahL 
The Virgin chairman (above) was there to 
open Ms I st sa t s en t un , Britain's biggest 


- raHHon 

ipra*lptt « ty ma <fe a t oal .ThegO- 
\ O s Al| SHh BjOOO ses t s , 
marks mother step In the him Mm n Usmlef 
l ahiif t swrl ttc rric c fd nT mpfertni) heavy 
industry- The Government claims a net Job 


list In ilm Uni III sail ■idTinlsWi s Iml llie 
Oppo si tion Is ■ I sni i Bi l atthelossof 
manu fa c t uring I hms . 

Some 600 fob a will be cr ea te d at the new - 
Vdlry Centre complex, which homes 


added that Mega; 


; planned for Dolton, 


Lancashire, and Crawley bi Sussex next 
| -yearwould only base 15 screens. ‘S*d say 
this —rgnplwr Is the biggest wall ever gat," 

hasakL photograph: don Mcms 


Insurer’s profits collapse 


JM 


R OYAL and Sun Al- 
liance may- be 
forced tomake fur- 
ther cuts to Its 
22,000-s trong UK 
workforce after sirfferiDg ;a 
third-quarter profits slump. 

Formed from the merger of 
Royal Insurance nod Sun Alli- 
ance two years ago, the in- 
surer yesterday reported a 
collapse In operating profits 
to £37 million In . the third 
quarter from £837 million foe 
previous year. RsshareeMl 
more than 9 per cent to 496%p 
after the results added to 
what has been a difficult 
week Iter the insurer, which 
was fined af&OOO.on Wednes- 
day for missing a key ..dead-, 
-linn for compensating victims 
of pensions mlsscDing. ~ 

Some 5.000 Jobe In. the UK 
have already been cut aa a 
result of the merger between 
the two insurera and Bob 
Mendelsohn, chief executive, 
yesterday refused to rule out 
further cutbacks to the world- 
wide workforce of 43,000. 

-You have to take action on 
underwriting, ■ getting the 
right price and getting the 
right cost base, b that envi- 
ronment, I'm not prepared to 
rule out Job tosses," Mr Men- 
delsohn said. 

Any cuts win be known be- 


News in brief 


fore foe. insurer reports its 
foil-year results in March, by 
.which time the sweeping 
review instigated by Mr Men- 
delsohn when he became 
chief executive wfll have been 
completed: 

hi the nine-month period to 
foe. end of September, Royal 
and Suni Affiance's profits fell 
to £838 mflTirtn from £832 mU- 
Uoo. Its investment iwmiw* 
fell by £71 million to £604 mil- 
Uqd. while life premiums rose 
to £i.S2 billion * from 
£1.82 blffian. > 

Hie Insurer blamed* the 
profats -downturn ’odithe 
weather, an Increase In the 
frequency of lessee and fierce 
competition is thwcommer- 
cial Insurance market. ■ 

. Hurricane George, wMch 
ripped through foe-southern 
US. wt Basal and. Son Alli- 
ance KO million in the third 
quarter and contributed to a 
£164 million Increase in nine- 
month losses due to the 
Weather. The impact of the 
bad weather in south Wales 
and the west of England will 
not be known until the end of 
foe year. 

Royal and Sun Alliance also 

had more large claims (up- 
wards of £260,000) than usual 
— 63 against n last year. 

Trevor May, insurance ana- 
lyst at - Salamon Smith 
Barney, said the insurer^* ex- 
perience of larges: claims and 




Soggy summer 
brings washout 

wet summer boosted 
at Boots , 
obf demand - 
for sun cream. Tbe net 
result was £8 million less 
profit In the first half of the 
year, despite an 8 per cent 
Increase in total sales and a 
qnall rise in operating 
profit to £251 million. 

Lord Blyth, the chairman, 
said yesterday It was diffi- 
cult to isolate the impact of 
arainy summer. “Thereare 
difficulties separating 
weather effect from con- 
sumer confidence, but mis- 
erable weather doesn't en- 
courage footfall." 


The company's estimates 
that sales in the Boots the 
Chemist drain were 
£20 million lower than in a 
normal summer. Sales of 
sunglasses were 5 per cent 
lower than last year, with 
rancreamsdownby&s per 
cent. The Halfords chain 
saw sales of cycles fh& by 
nearly 4 percent. 

The silver lining was a 
17 per cent rise In umbrella 
sales, 15 percent higher 
takings on cough and cold 
products and an Increase in 
beauty, bath and hair care. . 
s al es , ’ L 

Lord Blyth said the grou# 
was pressing ahead with 
pension at home and j 

abroad. A further 15 edge- 
of-town Boots stores will be 
evened this year, adding to 
the 27 already trading. 

Lord Blyth said the first 
stores In Thailand were 
doing weD, while the trial 
in foe Netherlands was still 
at foe exp eri mental stage. 
Boots aims to open four 
stores in Japan next year to 
a venture with Mitsubishi- 



Crude prices 
hit margins 

QROFITS at oil company 
I Royal Dutch Shell fell by 
57 percent during the third 
quarter, underlining foe 
need for the drastic reorga- 
nisation outlined by chair- 
man Mark Moody-Stuart to 
September. 

Mr Moody-Stuart said foe 
group could face farther 
problems, with oil prices 
over the next few years 
likely to fall below the $12- 
$16 a barrel he forecast less 
than two months ago. 


Third quarter net income 
announced yesterday fell 
from $2,063 million 
(£1^35 million) to $896 mil- 
lion, leaving profits for the 
first nine months 33 per 
cent lower at $4,089 million. 

The company blamed foe 
downturn mainly ona 
33 per cent fall in crude oil 
prices and foe impact of foe 
Asia-Pacific recession on its 
chemical operations and on 
its refinery and retail pet- 
rol businesses. “The disap- 
pointing overall results, 
coupled with tbe possibility 
of a period of relatively low 
oil prices and low economic 
growth, lend urgency to on- 
going efforts to restructure 
the group,” Mr Moody-Stu- 
art said. 

The group is shedding 
1,000 jobs at Shell Expro in 
Britain and Shell Oil in foe 
United States and closing 
refineries in Britain, foe US 
and Japan. 

Mr Moody-Stuart said 
plans for farther refinery 
closures were at an ad- 
vanced stage. 


weather incidents might he 
reflected in the fortunes of its 
rivals, which are due to 
report in coming weeks. 

1 Mr Mendelsohn said the in- 
surer was losing business be- 


cause of its continued cau- 
tious stance on insuring com- 
panies Iter the "millennium 
bug” problem. He had some 
concern that governments 
around the world may not be 


ready in time to cope with the 
problems the computer glitch 
might 

Mr Mendelsohn shared the 
market’s view that the results 
were "disappointing". “Dur- 


Hyundai prepares to 
take control of Kia 

CREDITORS ctfXiA Motors Corp, tbe insolvent South Korean 
car maker, have accepted Hyundai’s proposal to write off debt, 
paving the way for its acquisition. 

Hyundai, the nation's largest vehicle manufac t u r er, asked 
Kia creditors toswap Won2J» trillion (£1.15 billion) of debt for 
Won840 billion of equity and to write off Won4.7 trillion of debt 
The request covers about 80 per cent ofWoo9 trillion of loans 
that the creditors offered to Kia and its Asia Motors affiliate 
before the two collapsed last year. 

- Hyundai won the rlgit to acquire Kia and Asia Motors in an 
auction last muith. It agreed to pay Wonl2 trillion by March to 
buy 51 per cent of foe two groups. — Bloomberg 
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Yates will create 670 Jobs 

YATES Brothers Wine Lodges chain said it will create 670 jobs 
iw» ywar in 2&new branches. ■ 

. Tbe group ebo repeated a big rise in profits. Yates. of Bottcp. 

whkAabo trades uiKter foe names Btob Shops, Watling St reet 
Inra and Ha! Ha! Bar andCanteen. has ope n ed 18 lodges in restart 
than uOouttets. to the 26 weeks ttSepten- 

ber 27, Yates made a pre-tax profit of £62 million an turnover of 
£56,4 mlfikm. This compares with £5,1 million on £4A1 million 
during the both? period last year. — PA 


Shoppers reject hype 

SHOPPERS resent supermarkets bombarding them with Christ. 
mas floods andfestlvedisplays too wriy to the year, says a survey. 

Mom thsntwofoJWs of consumers believe October is too soon 
tobe confronted byGhristmaa. The message to supermarket* 
according totfcn survey of 1,000 shopperc conducted forSupesv 


see christoMi goods Offing the shelves in the first week of 

October. Ne«^thTwpauimofwtxnenshoppersaccns«iti» 

big stores uf om itiff The group objecting the most were those 


year, said: wouldn't use up valuable shelf ware if foe? did 
notodL" -ftt ■ 


Leg up from arms trade 

ADEW5NC8 Dh^cslffcattoh Agency wfflbe m 

r exploit advanced tech n ol o gy 
* Un a White - 

r ^Swwa»aat tothe business ofsubddistag industry/' said , 

Oewy Robertson, foe Defence Segete^.T^agmcy wfo beset 

nplntUiUifeiii and Research AgBncyand wffl.be 

Agree which foe Brttlfo»*<d<any depended on 
weepottSfrcdariloR. — Rkhord Norttt*n&or- 


‘Knife the baby’ claim 


ICROSOFT told rivals 
at Apple to “knife the 
baby” and dump its 
QuickTime multimedia soft- 
ware, the landmark antitrust 
trial agahist Bill Gates’s com- 
pany heard yesterday. 

The claim of Microsoft's ul- 
timatum came as the court 
heard a third day of testi- 
mony from Avadls Tevanjgn, 
an Apple senior vice-presi- 
dent According to Mr Tevan- 
ian, the exchange occurred 
during a meeting between ex- 
ecutives of the two compa- 
nies, when the Microsoft offi- 
cials told Apple that it was 


time to withdraw from the 
multimedia market 

At one point Peter Hoddie 
of Apple asked for clarifica- 
tion: “Are you really asking 
us to kill QuickTime. Do you 
want us to knife the baby?" 

According to Mr Tevanian, 
Christopher Phillips, the 
business development man- 
ager for Microsoft, replied: 
“Yes, we’re talking about 
knifing the baby." 

But under cross question- 
ing, Mr Tevanian admitted 
that be was not at the meet- 
ing. QuickTime is multimedia 
software that allows com- 
puter users to combine 
images with words, mask or 
other sounds to create “vir- 
tual" experiences. First 
released for Apple’s Macin- 
tosh operating system in 1991 
and then for Windows in 1992, 
QuickTime is the market 
leader for multimedia 
software. 

In his written testimony, 


Mr Tevanian accused Micro- 
soft of putting pressure on 
Apple to cede the multimedia 
market to Microsoft, deliber- 
ately sabotaging QuickTime 
on Windows and threatening 
third parties not to use Quick- 
Time. Theodore Edelman, a 
Microsoft lawyer, presented a 
memo written by Ross Ely, an 
Apple engineer, in which he 
suggested that Microsoft han- 
dle QuickTime into Windows. 

But Mr Tevanian brushed 
aside the memo, saying it was 
just a discussion paper that 
was flatly rejected by Apple 
interim chairman Steve Jobs. 
"They didn’t have any good 
ideas. They weren’t business 
people,” Mr Tevanian said. 
He bad earlier accused Micro- 
soft of forcing Apple to adopt 
foe Internet Explorer as its 
default or primary browser. 

The government is accus- 
ing Microsoft of anti-competi- 
tive behaviour in foe trial, 
which is in Us third week. 


Faster trains - with strings 


KrithHaipar 
Transport Editor 


R AILTRACK and 

GNER are planning a 
£1.5 billion deal to 
create the fastest- 
ever rail link between London 
and Edinburgh, provided the 
Government extends the train 
operator's franchise. 

Both organisations said 
they were working to im- 
prove the 400-mSe line over 
the next IQ years. The aim is 
to reduce foe current journey 
time by 45 minutes to three- 
and-a-half hours. . 

Christopher Garnett, 
GNER’s chief executive, said 
foot thane was nothing to sup 
the project being, started 


within the next two years — if 
the flo u e m wiyn* to an 
extension of its seven-year 
franchise, due to aspire in 
2002. The company wants an 
extension to 2QH, to enable it 
to invest in new raffing stock, 
including tilting trains. 

The ri«gl is likely to Wny 
on whether John Prescott, the 
Deputy Prime Minister, 
agrees, to spite of his criti- 
cism of tbe train operating 
companies. Mr Pres cott has 
accepted that GNEETs perfor- 
mance has been generally 
good and Mr Garnett said he 
was optimistic that a favour- 
able decision wouldbe made. 

Gerald Corbett. RaHtrack's 
chief executive, doubted that 
any deal could be struck until 
after a regulatory review in 


2001, however. RaDtrach yes- 
terday revealed that its half- 
yearly profits rose by nearly 
ip per cent to £224 million. 

* Ten bus companies in the 
North-west of England were 
exposed yesterday for “bla- 
tantly anti -competitive price 
fixing” by a Restrictive Prac- 
tices Court. The cartel had de- 
ified tbe chance of cheaper 
feres to the people of Liver- 
pool and surrounding areas. 

The companies involved 
were Merseyside Transport. 
North Western Road Car 
Company, South Lancashire 
Transport Company, C & M 
Travel, Nip-on-Transport. 
David Tanner Travel. Halton 
Borough Transport. PMT, 
first Manchester and Greater 
Manchester Buses South- 


ing the balance of this year 
and throughout 1999 we will 
be aggressively addressing 
both foe underwriting and ex- 
pense components of our op- 
erations,’’ he said. 


LANDMARK decision 
by foe House of Lords 
has ruled against pro- 
workers rights 
when their jobs are trans- 
ferred to anew employer. 

Following a six-year battle, 
teachers at a residential 
school in St Helens have been 
told a significant principle 
bunt Into European Union 
employment protection laws 
does not apply in the UK. 

The test case revealed that 
the m«« saniring of employ- 
ees can be part of a transfer 
deal, giving the new employer 
further scope to cut pay and 
conditions of such staff. 

Ironically, the employer in 
this instance was supported by 
arguments from employment 
law expert Cherie Booth QC. 

Unions said tbe decision 
could affect many industrial 
trib unal claims, focusing on 
the Transfer of Undertakings 
(Protection of Employment) 
Regulations 1981, the UK’s in- 
terpretation of the EtTs Ac- 
quired Rights Directive. 
Unions are now considering 
an appeal to Europe. 

Keith Sonnet assistant gen- 
eral secretary of public sector 
union Unison, which repre- 
sented the teachers, said: "It 
is a bad judgment and throws 
Tupe protection into doubt" 

Unions could now be forced 
to fight hundreds of unfair 
dismissal damns before they 
contest the actual cuts im- 
posed by a new employer. Tri- 
bunals, however, often make 
monetary award s in uniair 
dfamioRai cases but rarely 
give staff their Jobs back. 

The case, Wilson and Others 
v St Helens Borough Council, 
arose after the transfer of a 
school for children with 
special needs from Lancashire 
County Council to St Helens. 

The staff were dismissed be- 


fore they made foe transfer. 
Only a proportion were kept 
on and they were told that 
they would have to accept 
cuts in pay and conditions. 

A spokesman for Unison 
said the Lords ruling was an 
example of how foe UK had 
felled to interpret properly 
the EITs Acquired Right* Di- 
rective into UK law. 

He said foe union would be 
looking for “imaginative 
ways" to take the case to foe 
European Court of Justice for 

rTarifi ra tion — something tfafl 

Lords bad been expected to 
do. 

Last year foe Court of Ap- 
peal agreed with the appeals 
tribunal that the dismissals 
were a device used by employ- 
ers to weaken the protection 
rights of employees. It de- 
clared they were "a nullity" 
and the employer should be 
made to prove the cuts were 
made for economic, technical 
or organisational reasons. 

Last week foe Lords de- 
clared that the concept of “a 
nullity" did not exist In UK 
law and foe teachers’ dis- 
missals still stood. 

Case history 


1 992: Residential school 
transferred from Lancashire 
County Council to St Helens 
borough council Staff 
dismissed. Some re-employed 
at lower pay by new employer. 
1993: Case heard at industrial 
tribunal. Rules against staff. 
1994: Employment appeals 
tribunal rules that Transfer of 
Undertakings (Protection of 
Employment) Regulations 1881 
apply. Finds against employer. 
1997: Appeal Court upholds 
case against employer. 

199& House of Lords says 
overturns Appeal Court and 
backs employer. Union says It 
wfll appeal to European Court 


Troubled oil group to shed 
£1 25m of North Sea assets 


Tarry Hacadster and 
Ni cho las Bannister 


independent Lasmo is 
wplanning to sell off most 
of its UK North Sea gas assets, 
worth up to £125 million, in 
an effort to return to profit 
News of Lasmo's decision to 
sell interests in 25 southern 
North Sea blocks comes as 
Eastern, the gas and electricity 
combine, said it had paid 
£100 million for BHP Petro- 
leum’s exploration and produc- 
ing assets In foe region. 

Lasmo, which has already 
sold its Italian interests, is 
retaining its involvement 
with the Markham field, its 
key producing asset 
The moves by Lasmo and 
BHP underline tbe growing 
need for the exploration and 
production sector to raise 
money to counter the impact 
of low oO prices. 

A Lasmo spo k esman con- 
firmed the likely sale or swap 


of southern North Sea assets 
but said: "This is part of a 
strategic review rather than a 
response to the low oil price." 
-‘-Lasmo reported a netkxss of 
£5 jnlDion for the year first 
half, compared with £26 mil- 
lion profit last time. - It has 
been hit by £L3-a-barrel prices 
and seen its share price fen to 
lB5p from a year high afSOSp. 

Eastern, which has more 
than three million electricity 
customers and a mining g*s 
customers, said it would qua- 
druple its North Sea gas inter- 
ests by buying BHP*s inter- 
ests. The deal will make it foe 
biggest investor in the John- 
son Arid, lifting its stake Cram 
5 to 35 per cent and give it 19 
per cent of the Ravenspum 
North field. 

But it does not intend to 
keep BHFs interests in same 
non-producing discoveries and 
prospects in seven exploration 
licences. These are likely to be 
traded for other gas producing 
assets or sold. 
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Across 


1 Detrimental to a scruffy 
ragamuffin fM) 

9 Selsmal disturbance having 
no end (7) 

10 Tane to confine to abbey (7) 

11 Back ten in plane, say, for 
exercise (5) 

12 Fiance's enthusiastic about 
returning perfume (9) 

13 Verdancy’s fair In fields to a 
point (9) 

14 Lace flag (5) 

15 Out of practice but refiabte if 
given time (5) 

17 Meditated on how one sees 
oneself (9) 

20 Quick survey again and 
again? (5.4) 

22 He's got the message (5) 

23 One tipping dog (?) 

24 Refiee bearer of gifts (4-3) 

25 Good possibility of catching 
person out? (8,6) 

Down 


1 Unlikely relation of time to 
one twisting past it (10,4) 


2 Tone down a finish (7) 

3 Shock for student in foreign 
free-city (9) 

4 No thanks to river rounding 
headland (7) 

5 Flask’s body containing 
erected craft (7) 

6 Fish love jargon (5) 

7 Not Inskte a brace if writer's 
twisted (7) 

3 Trifling In vaBd position — 
runs into rope (14) 

14 Where a river bridge might be 
better (9) 

16 Sound pleased it's rased 
support for foot (7) 

17 Forever sighting concealed 
game (7) 

18 British figure out Incendiary 

C 0 

19 Giant said to be tense (7) 

21 Here’s to trip in Surrey (5) 
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Solution to mo rrow 


0 Stuck? Then call our solutions Sna 
on 0891 338 238. Calls cost 50p 
per minute at afl times. Service sup- 
plied by ATS 
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16 NEWS 

From Hardy 
to Thatcher 
and Vicious, 

1 00 faces 
that shaped 
the century 

Dan Glister on a photo retrospective 

W HAT Is the years they will still be of 
abiding photo- relevance. Very few, fortu- 
graphic image nately. Cram politics are 
of the century? remembered.” 

For some it Lord Puttnam. who ad- 
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i. 


W HAT is the 
abiding photo- 
graphic image 
of the century? 
For some it 
may be the Jarrow march- 
ers. For others it could be 
Margaret Thatcher. Sid Vi- 
cious or Stanley Spencer? 

In the latest effort to en- 
capsulate the century, the 
National Portrait Gallery I 
yesterday announced de- 
tails of Faces Of The Cen- 
tury, a photographic retro- 
spective chosen by 10 
public figures. Each will 
choose 10 images, which 
will go on show next Octo- 
ber. 

The selection panel con- 
templating the gallery’s ex- 
haustive photographic ar- 
chive includes fashion 
designer Vivienne 
Westwood, professor of 
mathematics Stephen 
Hawking, David Bowie, the 
historian Baron Briggs, 
Baroness Helena Kennedy, 
the broadcasters Anna 
Ford and Trevor Phillips, 
Evening Standard editor 
Max Hastings, and the fli™ 
director and producer Lord 
Puttnam. 

Announcing the venture. 
Lord Sainsbury of Preston 
Candover, also a member of 
the selection panel, said: 
“This is a really worth- 
while way of muriring the 
end of the mnimnifam. We 
hope to include the great, 
the significant, the sym- 
bolic, the auspicious and 
the historic. It will be a sig- 
nificant survey of 20th cen- 
tury British life.” 

Lord Sainsbury illus- 
trated his selection with a 
photograph of Thomas 
Hardy. “He is one of the 
greatest writers in Britain 
and yet none of ns would 
have recognised him. All of 
my 10 are from the world of 
the arts and literature, cho- 
sen in the belief that in 100 


years they will still be of 
relevance. Very few, fortu- 
i nately. Cram politics are 
remembered.” 

Lord Puttnam, who ad- 
mitted that he had only 
managed to narrow his 
selection down to 30 or 40 
images, said he hoped to 
use the opportunity to cele- 
brate achievement and 'to 
sound a warning. “I started 
thinking about the changes 
in Britain in century 
and what exemplified 
them. The great triumph 
has been the development 
of a multi-cultural, multi- 
racial society.” 

In choosing a photograph 
of Oswald Mosley and his 
black-shirt supporters, 
Lord Puttnam revealed 
something of his family his- 
tory. His father, who 
worked as a professional 
photographer, is just visi- 
ble on the edge of one 
photograph. Lord Puttnam 
did not know of the image 
until he went through the 
gallery’s archive. 

"This was not Nazi ger- 
many, it was Nazi Britain. 
The Mosley appeal went 
very Ear and is the greatest 
threat to achieving a mum- 
cultural society. It is a very 
personal photograph for 
me. I was brought up being 
very aware of the issues. I 
want to remind people of 
how thin tolerance is and 
how easy it is for a society 
to tip over into 
intolerance.” 

While Helena Kennedy 
revealed that one of the 
Images she had chosen was 
of anti-Vietnam war pro- 
testers, Prof Hawking 
chose Francis Crick and 
James Watson, who first 
described the structure of 
DNA. 

“I have concentrated on 
scientists and women, the 
important members of soci- 
ety,” said Prof Hawking. 
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A p an el c ho o sin g 10 
photographs each from the 
National Portrait GaUery** 
archi v es I nclu des (above, 
front loft} Max Hastings, 
Lord Sainsbury of Preston 
Ca ndover, Stephen 
Hswtdng, Trevor PtifiDpo, 
Baron ess H elena Kennedy, 
and (roar) Lord Puttnam. 
They are pictured wtth the 
gaBery f s<flrector, Charles 
Samaras Smith (left at 
rear). The picture s Include 
suffragettes Sell) 
photographed by IBs Albert 
Brown, and Thomas Kandy 
(right), by Cttve Holland 

PHOTOGRAPH (tap): GRAHAM TURNS* 
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In most people’s experience it takes four days for their bank to dear a cheque. It can be even 
longer. But there’s no delay at Barclays. As a personal customer you can now draw on any 
cheque you trust, up to a limit of £1,000' You don’t have to arrange this in advance - it’s instant 
and it’s free of charge. Things are changing fast at Barclays. If you don’t happen to bank 
with us, perhaps you should think of changing as well. The number to call is 0800 400 100 
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The postage rate for 20g airmail letters to the whole of Europe including the 
Republic of Ireland is 30p. Letters with lower postage may be surcharged or 
subject to delay. Please note the 26p first class rate is no longer valid to 
Europe. To make rare you are paying the correct rate, pick up a leaflet from 
your local post office or call Royal Mail Customer services on 0345 740 740 
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